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Wilh ey SO0 photad raphs [mos] of wch Nawe 0o
Cach pudhshe i &ny cther bk ], 20 dedaileo gt
ard caaticns hes s a recard ofthe Lufwafes
clgndesting origins, rige gl oy comBal and wihmzie
dechne Baged on big exbonsve iosaarc e war
dianes, Aardd aperalional no coenbial resonrs, e
Auher presenis the real lite £ the Lufwaie

Ench chapter ceals wilh A phass n German arlonses
Fistzy the Lulwafle 33 an Lndergroard iorze. ds
bl - on 3 war-eslzolishment pases. the Condor
Leqion v Span [1he Polzn carmpaed n. The phandy
wiar”in the wesl, ardd {aeralor baser Saprpise’; the
carmpaign in France ang N grial wsr sgairst
Ergland. thiz Balkans Grocon, o and 1he
Plesdilerraresn. whr o0 the Easterr Frar, Morh
Alrica ard he: Garman relreat Irem ks
Meditzrrarezn. war in {he gir cwer Dermary and tha
oocupiod Weslorm roguons

There are Apoendices desated 10 German
gbbremanons uzed in 1he book. 1he organsanongl
slreclre of the Lultwatle 2no ssosimled
FErmnciogy snd a compardiive lishng o renksin
the Lultwaide the RAF and the LISAF
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Thiz wek s oan arsempt e prosent 1l
Bappecdngs aefore F945 0 peetares il relfec
thee real Lilfe of the Lofleade [ have op-
deaveured Lo bring to the reader chat charac-
Lisraarde @5 -oetaine aiclieb] sicnsasphe e which
allohcese whe paeticipa ] atchad bime are snre
Sl ko fecl an theie noscenls,

I vm greatly indehtad tn sy wide ciecle of
Aol s itenong Lhe Tore r coembaees of
thue Lwflwafe, Erom ehe Weapons Gueneral tu
the epdinaes eravmle =oldice™. Sfter &IL ot
Wiz convoersaticns with these Forrmer ‘aoooes
ity char et 1har prosided che Toandicione

*Dizpnzaging werm oo rhe LeAwafe seldicrs used Wy che
Aty o g b o 2a the Snsr ks e fother ks
ol e Lzl conelel wessyr i e owoglh L'pap oo <mr
uaLleem. Qccasyonally ke aexed als: wssd be she [Lall-
wodr perena wl os 2 macier oL peide and dazacoon.

o v hiely sock a0 crenadensed repeesenkalion m
pictnees could e set apoin che Rest place. Lo
montian evets e name heee would Be unfais;
Lo metkion chern all wrold be imegpnssihle. Fer
thal reason. | make an afl-round b 1o all
cthoze whn kil warn chae ufews e "hloe™ ainad
dllq raral '\;ilil'l'"l E'I'l';' r!-;:ur:-r il-u TI'I'-. I-.EII_'I_"_

I wm also ohliged o the Dundosarcfao!
Afelitérerchiv at Froaburg and chie Desefsele
Diienglelle WAST |German Acrmisl Furees Ine
fnanstion ee] in Rerhn fur thewr un.
EBorcanerwlic callpboratien and halp.

Muainz-Fenthen
HALAL BHIES




1. The Luftwaffe as an
underground force

Witk the end ol the Firse World War  strueely
speithing witky tlae sigoing of B Vierailles
Trealy on 28 Juns 1919 1he Imperial Gaerman
Air Farce ceased to exist

Adchough the Air Faree leadereship teasd tn
mcsr: Chae .w.'|||,|:_|-'i risnns el wings—x basc- ke inku
Carmany in an orderly and disciplinecd wax,
various eevaolutionary activities rezulted 1n
sisnue adrceadl, s rraglnes bl s inCeEmn Bre
Lools grettaing mba the hands ol priviale por-
chazerz and, in zome cazes, fore)Tn cUSLOMACE.
saat atter the Armastice. Under such circum-
wances The damand of the victorinus pawers
1that Geemany chaald deliver 2600 miliary
airceatt and the same number of aero engines
could poeo be falfilled, and an ageeemeant was
finally resocbasd stapualaliegg Thedelivers of 1714
fizhiers, bornhers snd peconnaisance aipccafe
and 200 azro enTinee.

A beeciune knawn latee, guice o few moilitary
atrcea bt weere o lredesainely relireetal” fren
collectine centeas to remote sheds and harns
1y preserve them Goe fuburs Cerman aviatbion
L:_I]'q_lrl_;;. Huw:_“.-'l.:rl l]]i:‘: [_|i|_|||.-‘: |!:||.‘:-F_|-|- wits Frisl
raced by the formation of the Interallied Ao-
atian Cancral Commisaon whose task was to
:cur_wr'-.'im* the =t rirt phearvane= and il:'r'|||]-.*-|:||.F::|'|-
1ation of Versailles Treatr articles relating 1o
arviation, In adilition 1o diermany being debat-
ra=d Teaarns Tavwi e inaaie Ny, el bt s
alan tmposed strict limuations: on Lhe cneine
rowar, speed and all-up warght of cvil aivcraft
Baing onnsteucts1 in Germany. Apart Tecm
that, mo aarceadl wass alloweal o Ty wiehownt
petmizszon erankad by the TAAC

Baturally. all thiz amcounted to o challenge
Ly ewarh: che segalativas, 10 0E dind mst wamt te
chenge ity workineg srwctare Joncdementalle,
the German aviation industry just had to And
another way auc.

The: npprtuinily care wich che Lifthog «f Ehoe
[:;'l:l::u'_'ril.| [_l-rr_:-hil!:-il'.'i-:_'m af wire el corsd ructian in
Cermanyin Mav 1944 which applicd to nll old
and mew ancealt manutfactueing facilicies. but
with che |::-r|_:-'.-"i.~.'r,:| that {|J1|'_-.' '|iﬁ|'||: alreraft ol

bBa buile in Cermany. If thave was to be no
IgEing luglyrnd F-;Jn-igrl Cianaa bl ds eepganl s
Aevalapment ancl manafaciucing technelegy,
the anly way al evnlving aiecraft For which
Churres woinz ae worhlw nde el Sermatins reand
wireralt, tramsports amd seaplanes)t waz to
Axvalop and buld chem abeoad. Az a resule, un
the saely L9205 sevieral Geeman aieeralt manuo-
Forcbweeers oed ksl asbied Beareelvss an lhee ol
r1es, #uch s Junkers at Limhiann tn Zwseedon,
Fili in the Savizt Union, Angara in Turkey
sl Bobirkaschh tn Thentaek, whialie Dhocrader
Feer] mewe Eaciliizes sl Altenrhein in Swilzer
land, Pizm an ltaly, Kaobe in Japan and Papan-
dreche in Hallaml, The Heinksl works e
il gl Trasveenrade, Tt coash on arclers
ltom the UZA, Japan and Sweden Thanks to
this private tmtiative several efficient airceaft
maatuiaceuring  Tacilities Tamiliar with the
Lalasit eechinnlogeeal dewelophmsnts remained
im being in Geemany

Alter tha attempts by the feichswehrminis-
tercere (R State Delence Aanistes) o
mairtain smanne small Mg uocts desceilesl os
'policz air syuadrons’ into the posiwar vesrs
bad failed, a new office camoutaged as Lojf-
sedwefrrefonmd A Defence 1erpaetmenc) was
Foundad under ffotm Wilberg in March 1920
with the brief of planniog a modest air ferce
anel icx euaptoent. Tl frse task ol this pew
departmenl i 1he A wens Lo sove asnany
axizunp aitfizlds from demahition s possikle
a0 that they woull be 31 least available For
Meing Irinoang. Howeenr, b owas oo antil
spring L8923 Lthat the Sportilug GinhH Sports
Fiving Ltdy could be founded. Supported by
Thi- RW M, 1hiz new orpanization was inte nded
1o prr_:-'.'i-:flv risfFrias aer atul weh critia ‘tl‘ﬁi.]‘.u'illg Tnr
pilets on o tacal of ten airfuelids Thasse ceaining
rourses began thal sume spring

Another camaufaged training lecwliom ap-
pearal i aummer 1926 when the Treumche
LuftEabr CimbhH [Cerman Aviacian Lid began
ta function frem some shesds an Boladingen sl
Wirahurg. From latz 1822 on, these 1w liems
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cvalyed tnta the soecalled Fliegeree bnsgrs el
tese i 1Mlae Praceas- REetablishmentsh Untal that
cintee, Willuerg's LSE had devated itzelf prancip-
aily 1o the tazk of planning an air fnree,
’hwp:nq in torah walh el we3abecin Faoclerigs,
and a mare ankensifed fucchenimg of the glid-
ing mowement m general and ble Ehén com-
palibians in particular.

In LE2d, 1he Reirfismernae I:f,"rq,'rmﬂn Hiﬂ'—':‘.']
vatablastual o e lindestine naval arerew tran-
g school at Kial-lloleenau. Knowe as the
Zevera Gmbl. this nrgar. 13.,1I||:_'|n wis s L
valved sooaccial rem ning I'.'|'|::-|r' 1T F|1.'|r:.g t.:l_rgr_'
sienuiation fur b arti-arceaft defences of che
German warsnps, O the ather haoal, at the
Saverd {oobH hranch o Loe Morderney scap-
lame sLation fAvieg treimnp oed absolute
priorily.

Whila fsing srboods opeerapad By rhe
SportBog {imbH o oand Theutsche Luofrfwhrt
GmbH could onle traim the pilots to AE grade,
toe Deursehe VerkohrsHiomersclule [10ES,
LiEcenan Clanienersial Flying El_'hn:_:n'_ﬂ] ufForid
thirm an opporlurity of progreseive traiming
on lacger awwerate bo qualify for the I8 and C
cabigakioes.™

Tha TS, ariginally based onlv a1 Berlin:
Stawken, later hed branches at Schlmszheum,
Brnunschweig (Brunswick], Warnemdedo and
List i 310 isliand e el heen fonnded in 1925
vt Bhe pretest of trsnng pilots for service
with the various comomercial Gving encetpr-
tsz. I actual fact, even frowae the early vears
its s livities cuald be degeribed as thuse of a
pacamilitary Aring traming centre. Whare
¢lee buc in an aiv force would all those Jaan-
cliriede nl pilens wian Biad coceesa0u ]y paesel Fhoe
NVE Lratning have found +mplosmene?

nthe other hand. averet militarvtranung of
palats was impossible witlin Gremany, due tn
the coarstant surve-ilbanee of the vicEarigas
poasers, Q6 necessiey, such traiming had 1o b
carried out abeoad. 1n 8 couniry over which
the Alezs had ne influencs or rapht of inspec-
i — thae St [,

The starting point here wag the Treaty of
Fapallo. sipned berween the Sovict Union and
Cermany on L6 Apedl 1823w hicD croated the
cippertamily Tor discussions alorg Lhi-ge lioes.,
The agreemuent regarding the use of the Soviet
airheld at Lipe-tak, noeth of Yoronezh, was
fnalized by ehe ®eeefeguekr arnd the Bol Aemy
in Apeil 1923, From June ol thet vear, 1his
airfield and part of s mstallaton: wcra w5l
Fueekrwakr dispasal for the treanwng of Gghter
pilute andd oherevors as wall ax thy cestivg nf
enilitiaey aabcralt ol German constrostion de-

#a0 adeaneed sieple anpieel op e 3 gepts: B Siopie.
et e B =rans; G Mubirenginel

11

velnped and built nutaide Grermaany. The Aving
frairing sechael, knuwn as Flegerschule Srahr
fultee ite fest commandine affirer. Meiar
Stahy) bapan its activities in surmeoer 1423
artar thee delivery af 30 Fokkoer T8 XD Aighiors
via a lpus hirm

From the very bepinmine. che Selobsawefir -
in this casc the feicksheer (Army] - was
endeavouring not oo let acsy NO0= or officer:
Fron itz Limdted codres G sirel adheroncs oo
che Yersaillies Teswi ) juin the mew acm, 1than
srill pon-cxistent. urming mstcad the rereuic
menl of Aving personeel feom covilians and
FUSOE VEELS,

The Ztahr Flring School. later renaoed
Flugrentrmem  leperzé {Lapeotsk Flveg
Cantrol, wns in oxistence wolil Detobser 1935
The risssons Tor ibs dshandment were 10 part
th Jowseeviceablicy of che atrcratt at Lipetsk
and thercfare the need for mew omn estment,
bul alip to a considerable degran: che chanpa
of power in Germany. [n labe aotuan 15%343
anacher twn coutses 9F Goermaan figher piloes
|"l.‘:u|:||:'&-||'!L|_=|] thl_-ir Iri,:ir'.ing ar Fi.;lL hiplmw_'s wt
Grottagls in Ioaly belore the fighior traicang
school a1 Sohleissheim became & Srate-turded
citablishuent. Wich thao ic was passible bo
Atart Liue mililaee eeainimg ol pilets o Gers
mMANY pPIOPCE

TTa vewacin: ol cthee accugl ."||.r Foro wws
acather enadter. An carly organizaconal plan
grr_pared n Mav 1928 cnvicaged the following

¥ing unics by L Apral 1951

A cacnin1iseance
Htaffien i B arrceafi — 43 aircraft
G bomber SBeqivla G aarceadt = 18 aiearaft
4 Sghter Sraffein @ S parorafl — BB aiecraft
15 Stsffela with 1 aiecralt

Az proedeccssors of toe Jater Sopdp meppen v
st consider the tluee sa-called Heklamesraf-
Jedo (Addwertising Squadenos] based at Berline
Stamken, Kongshers and Wurnkerg-Furih,
us trom late 1930 on plaving the role of
the Oving att’ of the Geeman armed forces
during mannevess, although ostensibly they
wire cngagrd imlrapping wlvertisiog leatoes,
and wore avallwble fur hire te privale firmes s
"sky writers” and for the towing of adverlising
slogans.

Thu arganizacional peciods of 1952, 1955 and
Y- =ieE ujl vthe fracreesnrh Ear the futdre
cstablishment ol e ving Trogps 0o & cono-
ziderably marc geocercus scele, Tisted the -
fields oo be completed by the ond of each teem
anrl AL the zame btine propared realistic sar-
crafe disteibunion plaos. As & result. when thes
clandestine Lullwaffe was officially ewesisaled
an L March 19435, the following Bving units




were mlready 10 exizivence or an e pensess of
formation on the establishment:

[ short-range recpnnaAissanee Slaefels
3 leng-range reconnailszance Siafelin
1 land-trasrd fphter Safein
1 vawva] Fphree 5ol
1% lipmber S1ofeln
| dive-boraber Srafes
and 1 coastal aviatioen Staficle

Except for the bomber umits, most of the
Formatinns had a certain amount of modeern
eiquipmemt, New developineats had been com-
misstoned “inece 'I_HS._:I arnil g weere alEe H.l']_'.-
undergoing tects.

MNaturally, the controls exercized by the
virkyrigus pawers ol the Fiest World War
v JEpelasel, deananded ehee 2Fricbean serrecy
rl_'gurdlr:u,g' I'.I‘I.I_'H" acliwicaes, Which ran councey
to the Versailles Trenty; hence the use aof
“harmlazz' designations for all such “wnder
grotanl’ (ormadinns, Whoe could imacine that
the Forsr- gad donduerischeftfiches Fleg.
veradchs-fnsdind Forest and Agrecwltural Ex-
peritiental Flying Insticule} taally stocd for

the Recohnaiasance Sfofel Prenzlau, or the
Hungemilaofer  Fliegarschute (Hansa Flying
Schogll wes realls thee Bombeer Ceragaae
Fazskerg® (Mher #xamples of such ‘cover des.

ignacions' ware the Reflorestafiel  Hoitel-
dectachlaond,  Fankpeolversuchsrisnie des

Rredehserfekede s dfee lakirateefinizgehen Ingus-
Iree (Ex[_wrirnur:ul'.:ﬂ Rindin ”i!‘ﬁ-l'.'ti.l:'flrL-ﬁ.rl.l'“.HE
Imstituca of the 3tate Arsociation of the Elec-
Lrivcal Ircduseeelarad Ll i o mnfo s cmeesge oy
Werldewtsohland {Avrinl Photogoaphic Sue-
varving of West Grermany), to mantion enly &
tew. Urncil Movember 1033 thiz zituation was
buslpiend Tow ehe puling that all military aviatian
pursonnel under trutning had te wear cavilian
clothime apd culwardly creste an improssiun
that they were engaped . ciwvil flying
activities. The M.V {Ueeman Flving Spart
Acrnziation) uniforms norddoces] pfterwsirds:
ruemainesd 1he apparel of the members of this
nrganiation as well as clandestine mlitary
wvpakion personee] antil 1 March 19%, when
the State Mimster of Aviation ssuwel proe
lisminary deess eapulations for Luftwafte per
apnne] Tuler known s [0 4220



Tl sovae e alrera)T fectores eand ol airceeft
culferniny sondres after the mad af dae Mesg
Warld Var: srores sf aiefeaacs apd cemges
crnidigg acrganidg. A e TEE T (e feele
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Erecreft fuselurey were Jofi fa e Tl R Tty
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2. Build-up of a war-
establishment Luftwaffe

The new branch of 1the Gecman armed forces.
che lufewaBe, was introduced wo the Serman
and wikeld prass savly an March L35 Camond
g reprn lacaoms ol e revokiedd a0 1 Xarch
18235 amd, aftaer the re-ineced uctrum el umiversal
muitary  zetvicr on 6 Marsh, the waw
was npeny for owvart rearmament ol all thees
Branches of thoe armaed seeepces

Tto the ease of the Laltbwaffs, un sddition coa
coanside il increase m the mumle-r af aebive
[arznmtivns un the “eell splitting” principle,
Lhers was a similar inerzmae im the numbeor of
pilot, alr armament and blind By ing craining
sehupals. In pedilalien, Lhe teaining and prepac-
ation of a Lufvwafie replacomsnt cezeeve at the
aoevialleld Biivgemibakgasiclen doz DLV THLY
Adrereve Praciie: Ceplres) which were des
tributoed all over Gormany took on a apoecial
sigtticacce. In bhese, D0 reeobaers T e
.:I':r.'i'r'l.! .*u*rvi.-;_‘-e'_ r‘ul'.I'I':::I !,I'.1” WAl r.]1-;,' DL"«lr LMl [‘I'_:l['m
(L ware oot soldiors), ware tracnad as pilots,
obzarees, radio cpuerators At s la peeson
nel eo k- resnly a0 case of mobalization Inonll
Flivgorersatzalifvilnnges (FEA. Awcrew Rop
lacemene Detachmentz) and Luftwade piloe
Lot ansd e arosaomem seloels voloneeers
aned ythers lable fur military service bad to
wenr LufewsBe uniform az a macter of duty.

On | Checober 1935 the reober azal corn.
psitinn ol rhese Training cstabilishmoents was
[RES |'|_‘:-|'|-:_'|'|.-.-'5'
DLV areorew crameng and instructianal

centres 31
Lanfrwa e ajroree replacement
detnehments 11
Luftwalle piloc Hying traibeng selosls
(land} 0
LubBtwale pilot Oving trainmg schools
(=0 4
Laafewea M Llined Bving ,:.r_h-:_’lr_:-lb W
Lasfewn e navigaticonrl craining cowrs: 1
ALr Armament schools:
[al Bombsrs )
(B Fooconrmisss o 2
(¥ Fighters 1
(Al Air armament (e g

The Organzenlion u_!" the Luftwade fiying
farnativns sinee ks "dacast oo Hi g’ ihuwm gad
imscfae as all Sieffeln, he they reconnalssance,
bombur, Hghter, dive hombere or  naval-
aviation now had o unilorm streegth of nine
wircrall, plus another theae listed io reseoo

Ok the same e The resanmoaissamaoe and
naval aviation ueits wore Lirmilsl 1a smaller
formations ull Gmppe sezngth, while all
wbhers were 1ncended o Be copcen! rrled, inbo
Creechneinr [of throe Gmippes each), thewr
exballishmuent coturns showiog the Eallnwing
COmMposTtion and agripnuent:

Aarcrdtl + livserve — Teoal

flazchamderstat
wich Alshaderie
tHQ Elignn 2 L !
| Ceyope Sigks
AN ! | 4

L. Srafer 1 i) 12

't Srafer ] 1 12

L BlefEer [ H] 19 = 4L ivrrall
IIrRngee 14,0 ol
b Saffadnd i 10 = 0 aircrall
L[l Sruops (1. B
and 9 srafelfud iH| 11 = Al ik rall

121 aimcrah

Matevally, auch Focgatioens: ooulkd oo be
-:_'rl_:ul.l_-:'i Jmal {lf 1hir .;l_i rm .;il_ll:,'l'l i :;.hl_‘:-rl'. Ll
withowl the nocessary seevice airfclds, air-
cralt parks, alrreafl nrdnance departments,
amravmatien and [oel slapes wath all their
many suburdinate deputs and service sLatiuns,
Perioge bR vears aftee 1936 Goemany was e
S0 TP LTS St reee L imn ik &bk The roasl
modeen serviee michelds and bases hiteeal =
hatching out all over the place, carafully
plaromenl to Wbl with che Lo lseagoe. Exizoing
acrficid installagiums were expanded accoeling
1o modere principles and adapted to the most
pressing demand s

ITin AUl umm 2533 thepe wepe 3 Loml aml 13
mawal alr stakien commands faervice air base
hr_';lliﬂ!!.-l:l‘t!!rﬁ::l. A pl"irl Aangl 29 .-'-'|.u|.=.113l'. L9330
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!"I'I'l'iE.:IEI_":! 1T ||'|I'_'n".|.l.!;||_"' In :II:II_!-rI_' thfll'l ':!{_'I'.:I]:I.II'.'
thui numbor by 1 Deioher (9%, lo con.
sequenca 11 4lzo berame vegencly neceszar to
increasre ronsiderahly the peesennel of che
awisting wix Lpfinreiskom mardos (Ao T e
Cummarnd st vs rewicnl Eeadguaartors wnd ad-
minisiration departmv:nta

]E"ﬂ'l'lr:l]': .ﬁ.l P.Hr rl".:rrrl.:'l.rn-e"nl ]'li!':i =l !‘iI:II.J]ﬁr
imprtng Carreine out the many prajgect sorl
devielopment 1asks requested bi the Tochnieal
Dffice ofche BLM Sfieiofalufifahs traln lateriam,
qt'ﬁLP Aur "rﬁlli::r.r';:l rl."r|l.|.ir|:|| |'1-:I1_=r|xi-.'-e'! LA b |
stroction of new wiccraft plants. such as the
Heinkel workzat Kostock- {}[ancntht and Jra-
nictburg, Dnrnoer at Wismar and Oborplal:
Ernbaelon, Junkars a1 Hernlarg acol Ascbees
leben and many otbhers Boefure Eenst Tl
B skl of chon Tecbmical Officwe (7. A
al the RLAY in fane 149436, that all-impor aot
conteal and order-placine post had  boon
Lackhed aftar by ddhersd Wimmear, Thie Toroed
sehidoles nmpomesd on his ellice by ehe Seae
Tl ket e compreesion ultbe Eathecto gecepood
tirme apan bofore a naw arecralt tvpo was ready
Faar srrirs produceinn, froen chrer Bi jost twis
woars i Eatcbul decizien, as was soon 1a b
et

Uvidey zucheonditiona il was inavitable chat
a terhoicall v complieaterd drvice sueh ag an
wirerull wowld peneralls T pol inta lorpe-
zealz serice production before il was eeally
ready — which, in tur. led to cnnatant mcdifi-
cilens and impeavements durng the peadog-
ticn run. This problem weas te prove espeoally
prave during the war vears. the mest notabla
campples Teang sweh aarerdl Evpes as che Ma
200410, He 177 and v 188; 1here aseee sl hees.

Trat escablishments Bee all new sarceafl
Pepeis weeres Vlae Farznee RO e fovvasrlee s
Fder Dewrschen Loftfenn-Jogusire, Matonagl
Faderation of the German Avistion [ndustey)
cenlres Al Hecklin avl Trowennonds

Dire=c v wnswerakd e tache Miniseer of Bt
for Aviation and C-in-C of the [Loftwade.
Crerneral diee Fiemee Haremaom Garing, waea cho
Imspeciors of Lhe variuous arms af the sarvine
(reconnalszancs, bombers. Joghters. neval avi-
ation. pilnt teawning schools, anti-aieeraft ae-
tillery aaul a.ip'na]a] Allaf ham seriving rn kaap
BT '.'.'|I:.} the fupmatian plang T failing 1znr
and again in the face ol unforcseen prollom:
Undar these circumsiances it wis exleemely
risky, after the Allsd 1roops had vacaced the
Bhirwlwml e 30 June 193, o oder the
Gn:'rmﬂn ;"._:rrn_l' Evp miri-h inke e nﬂi-:'in”.'.'
dem:lilﬂrued zone ‘under vover of the Luf-
wialle™om 7 Aliaech 1936, Evan more astanizhing
was the farl thad othec Lreats .~.:|;.::|1.-|r.|‘.~r:|-e‘::~.,
France, Great Deitainand 1the TIEA showes) ne
imtontion of taking any kind of countar

pla

mewsuyas, The frw Avicg hirmatiens adter

-."I.'|-|'.:II'||'£'l Wit Torms - T .Lrl_xﬂh ove pBew the
Hhicwe, alwars e diferent placsz, supposadly
wy create the impressicn of @ poweriol Taft
waffe. [n actual Tace, this aerial might' con-
sierod af just gix Slfetn! But the bluf sue-
ceedrd and. fur the Arst tims, oade rhe
Greernpgn people Jook an admiracicn a0 thear
'Flll'll:'E]". L3 1I3LI 50, all This :-1'|5|_| Eircnp’thl_‘-nl_ﬂ
the Eithrer's assumplion that providsd one
was preparsl te take risks, with a suicabls
dagh of impudence and zelf-canfileewe, chiere
s woTy lickle chianes F serinus ek reend ion
from autzide.

Mespite this demuonsteation af Saorman "2ie
powar” bor excornal effact. the sotbing-up of
naw fornatinng lagend  constanily bRl
secbasdnliz, us reranls hoth personnel and air-
craft egquipmett. untal the bexinung of che
wab in 1939, Likaewize, the Greznan hoililang
cecrwarny biad insullicieet capeil v 10 musler
the numeeows constenetion projects stactod all
cuvapr 1tha placa.

Mg resull, macy of Thie neyly csl whlisThed
TuAwale Gmppen could nut cacre out nmy
Aving practice for months on ond because
thenr incended servicse aichaelds s seill
wrnler censtroction = and These conld moal mases
te anocher aicheld becanse all of them were
aleaadw ‘over-oecupied .

Tl psalatacaver aeal alsze gqoanticadive e
frrote Lecame especially noticeahle ot thal
moment whee lellowing o miulary pelsch in
Bpain e July LB3G, Gansral Frapeo azked the
Cirreman pomvdrnennl [ier coadorial assiacance.

2l The Gl ehat the Tl fpbacr and
homber Grppen woere about 1o reanuip with
mote modarn tepes of arceraft allowed 1he
Aeliwirre vl superserl el nlder machines, such as
Lhe Fli- a1 |:,:-i;:-|:_'|r|r' |_||_r|'|'|1|:'1'$ and Ja B2 A make.
shatt bombers, te Spain in 1207, Ta be sare
later abligatogs in comnasticn wilh the form.
aliom of The "Cinler Legicn’, whick grow oo
t|'|_|: 5'iz|_' r_'.f ] _F'l'fc'Hc'r.L'{Jr_,l:—.ﬂ_ :_t|||1:c.|'!r|u|1:r|L'|_'.' A
mandsd the cxport of more meslern aicoradi
1Twpls s el

FFrom 14935 onewands, oo sadelickan oo iha o ntm-
pletad serviee wirleldy various Aic Thairact
cornmands aleo beran o concentrate on the
cunstructinn nf rade L and [L operacional
hases [E[.'.'.'-'q.;rn'lull"r:'u, L .".:-Hull"l':'.':‘:l Frir dD]‘.l]l.'&-:-.'-
ment i case of molalizetion Theas npaere
atioral bascs wera mostly satuated near the
Lerdiers acal incended for che Lemporacy ac-
r_'r_'.rnml_u|uli||n sf Luftwalli- {ormations. A=
such. thew were only given arcess o 1he
raan communication roads fur sopply por
P Eararoing any tall connections wnd ceen
hard el 1a koA ani landing runwavs, [n
tosl cases socbooperat iunal bases remainsd in

—-——




wae ag orlinary meadows amd hoyvéelds uncil
an smergensys situaticn (Fald AL or Cese A
and were il only occasienally as temparary
Fooled T Tiv Baafowall Forenatinons wodergo-
iz mehiliewmtion deploymant cgercises.

Lintil “#add fheo ¢ Case Oitn’). the sntey of
Caarrrrian Cooiepes T BEG AstE a, Chere wara quite a
Mo sueh opesrafiaril Bases o Tening i 1he
southern ergron: of Cermany, weed For deploy.
et of vAricus Luftwatdy tormations ducing
Lhes propeeratary peerirdl . Although oo seious
resistance was cver cspscied the TolewadE
loree concantratad bedlore the antry imlo Aus.
rea, whieh berao o L2 March 193, was quite
cearas il -ra kel Tho- orails pacrlicapatongg oo Ogaec-
ation Qe came from the Loffeafferg mippe 3
plrenterad der Flicger Zperely and comprissd
ey b rang e reccnrai=aaree SEaffele, theoe
shorl-ronoe  cecomnaissance  Stafvle.  1wa
Sluka-Srafeln. one Aghier Orvpee and one
bormber Grepoe, as wiell az paciz of Flakeogi-
e ks Bl 28, [eochesae seose®ks hsaHee<leeppeiog
wnil demonstrotien Agrhes were among the
orders of the day of most of these Lufowaf:
fooeratinng. Ther- was alaoa Transperieanne
Chopereder orpuapqaeld withe Jo A20n Trangpaert
wicerwl which cacried tcoops aml matecial
atppeliss 1o the alrfivkls arouta] Vientsa.

The tngarporiataon af ele Anaskeign s Forace
Fermationz and their ground organzation oo
the Laafteendle ooc only added  wellteairel
Meirg  puersoreed] b alee achivwsl o
Mavouwrable steategic situation on the southeen
Hank of dizechaslevakoa En Lhoe eeviews nl/1hee
Cpameed il ) meemy sibuation carrsl Gul singe:
the vnd of the Fiest World War the Crech
tereibory had alwawvs seemed 3 thoee o che
Wawaih ol Lhue Ceermman 51..:|r.|_'r in 1936 =won g_:_|j|-|.
ing the deseription of ‘& forward arcraft
catviae al the East. [ Mo nnly was e close
visllaberation Borwee The Ceeci gl Sagwepo
mililare al 1hes Aame but alsc Ceechoslovalia
wps the only foreipn country cntensced with
the liconcad premluctinn of the labest Sovien
tronlal tuzibier, the chasay wvery sulvaneoal Ta-
prlew 2B 2 just joining the Zoviet Aic Foces”
After cthe recaipt of 2 sample aieceadt cher
prolueticn weiss anikate] in Ceperhosloeakia
Iwilh Zcvicl technical assistance] in 1837,
bartng knewn as 71 i Ceewth service. A wacal
nl 111 Bl swere Bandt - aneclucing  saocmn:
complieted after ehe Germon ctcupnticon. Tr.|

The actual incorporatior of the faw Aus-
Eraan avialean cesagsaoies oo thor Dalfeen e
B palace ander the cootenl ol Seetralieorogr
Alvsandaer Lashre thi- Tormer commpnadaer of the
Austeian Mdr Force, This was fallowed by an
cx pancion of axesting nultan v aiefickls sl chn
crnnatewiction ol rew ane: 1m0 "Oeimock’ as
Avtrin hwel Been smmediatcly renamad. The

Lt fen-Komomaacde (srorreick, later e
namesd Lufiaffon-Kdo 4 and based 10 Yienna,
warin charee of the winding wp sl 1 aksaver
ol Austrian Sar Farar peesoniel and matorial,

[ AT s e tho T fiwale hadd to appeoar
crce more s Lhe ‘theeatening lingec’, thes time
Aucing the acquisdion of cthe Cioch Taoddee
aredas coded toe Gecozaany D ke Morsach Apress
131l HI’I'\"-'I!\'I!F. ;rl r'.1.i|r|_']'| I,EI'E Hh'\: GI'_'Tm.;I.I-
military leadership had already preparad a
stady mamed "Fadd Grea (Case Groen'l, thoe
crecupatann of Ehoe Sudetanland, which coreral
thus cerntualinye if Lhere wons no peacctul agrea-
ment. This study aleo ineaeporated " Fald Ko
which assured an interyention by Frano: aonl
Eogland. The continngns extension of the
Ceewh borier  fortifcaton:s, noted since
aviumien LA togsbhoee wilh Ebue pes silales aolere-
vorling ul the pdhee 1wo partmer: an thas
agreement, demanded the preparation of con-
siderably stronger eoop contingents by Tl
ihe Ay and che Laleeadie.

Dumpite: Lhe Munich Agrecment signed by
Chambclain, Draladier and Hicler o 2% Sup-
foernbar 1993, Gierttan onlilary measures, e
ernirna] wrncbangsd The pessword "Greschaeod-
vrieg et pedering carmarked Luftwaffs
Lnity ta accupsyy thedr apet atoonal Boeses Tadd
Frarire v thes sl Tefare the agrocament was
gignixd Tmoother words, CGerman Lroops woald
certainly have been ordered Lo maove anto
sclorce i landd e et booa b e T b dgeres-
mant — el oevers 0F i meaet dhe danger of o
weor|dwide conflice.

The mam bedy of the Luftwaff: formatings
v prgwakenl b e Dpfocp e grgenes Boee-
mandos 1, 4 and "Carerreeck’. with a total
ooy ALlnn Al strenpl b of 313040 aveerabl in-
chwling reseevies, the main <Bort Tnding con-
conteated o Upper Silesia, Xorthern DBavaria
Atail 1he Austeian border arens, Hawooeee, s
apeeational activitice of dhe Dofbwadhy werse
Limited todh: explaration of airfizlds. kaeping
an ove nn the alvanciog Coerman ceaops,
penpsapnda il aonl pracefor 4o aicfiehls i
the creupicd acea. The occupation of Sudeten-
laad was cammpleted arcmdieg oo s hedule B
10l Leabieer 1938 weith mag raeeeeel Boar A hae Tona T vria e
b dake o hand

Abler an iternational arbitratean ol pe.
cpatil ekl o aTiesr areax of AToe rermaaning
Czech stwie should ke allecated 1o Poland amd
Hungaty, the Slovaks formad an autonomous
reresrorrnEnt oo Lhwslr eeepinn v bich alonst e
mediately Led to reneseed trouble bastasesn Thae
Lemah and Slovak populationz. Dus to ex-
P LT R :||.:::ir:|.ﬂ=l Ll vibone: Cermans this 2ito-
atne gase the Geeman governemenl s pretesl
ta pud the remaining Coceh territory "undor
Crormurs prolection’ — particalaily as Hallee
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could alsoreler topleas Io nzaiacance frem the
Slnvak president [v Tisie.

Anl zu it bappenad that on 13 Moceh 1939,
vnly a few months after che aczupation of
Sudecenland. {ietman teaps  crossed  tha
border intaelie Ofach hisartland aand Laltwaffe
Eeirmml ir_rr|.~,' .;l_p[_lrr_:q.gl.n:_'h-:_'rl 'Ih;,_r we-l_]-laiﬂ-uul'. zln-e!
siill parily smow-owvered Czech airfields
aroand  Prapwe, Prossnitz and Olmiicz
{Mamave]. Gut, thiz second part of "Cpecation
G alan did rot require any actien by the
LuiFiwew M Bl werdl brianesal @aul weedl-ecqui prpead
Czeck Awr Force unita, 30 highly rated by
I'|'!|i|i15#‘|!'_l.-' PY P, afered rogp rpesietanee. Abgut
VHH wirccal of various types fell into 1he
German hands, some to be passed on to the
Alovak sydicdrnn= idTi-rs Lo T eransbereel e
the vorou: Mving Irmining schools in Gor-
many. iMost of the modern B8 71 Tapoley S0-2
Larnbers were irmmpressed ince Lulowale zer
'-'il:l' i r.il.'l'gi"l 111#:5. HI'II:I =0T iim .II':'ITI'I.I'II.!T
Lenipers; others wers passed on to the Bl
parian Air Forre. By then, che type had al-
ripd y paniresd EBarmee im Epiim whoeee, tloera by
Zoviet nircrews, W hecame  known  oax
"Hntiuska'. Tr.]

This bievincks af che dEooich Ageoeaunn was
PealTowerd grast o ek later, on 935 Mocch 1830,
b the entry of Germae ttoops into the heme]
K laipeda) diseeiot o Lithuama, This 1etian
was st fed by the Gernmie pov et nunenl undet
inll_'rn::Li-:j:lnLﬂ | H L | ]l_m e e relaafi-
cation of the MMaemal stoip with the ol
AT ntTiee land.

Thuse reweutel geeapatioens of Trreige e
oitories natueally led to ipcreszsed ansices
about the threst of war in Furope. In the same
mazn i, Fritain iokrmlweol univeesal milicary
zarvice and, together with France. gowe
Faland a fiem guarapdes, followed by similare
prariindees L Barnanaa anel Girrece in April
1HiEY,

That vear the annual autumn manoeuvres

28

il the Crermon armed furces, includieg placs
for strong Luttwale participacion, el inen
EI:IE}'I'I.I'II:"'E". .'5|.|1:1 rL Eripan 3 Frewe weir ELMes under
thie covemamis Cencralsiebsreiee (839 and
‘NDamay’ {General Staf Journey 139 and
Dunubel the prancipal atcemtion of the {dper-
ations Sta’f ol the (Gerenan abfrraal [rapees e
i) it tpwserls o spesds establish-
neemt af combat eadiness 10 cnse of mohliz-
alivn. Thiz wus especially 50 of the Luftwade
whose waluntary "Condar Legion’, alter the
Bl af the swumish Cii] War in 28 Miech 1934,
Barl eeturrnsd Lo Gegmany in May Immedintels
ulgewards. on KELM arders, all tormation
leaders had to prepar= reparts autlining Lac
tical and techreacal expurisnces in Spain.
These then bl 10 Le 5r||_'|'|-rp|_|n'|'|.|-:|| ir|l'.|_|- I:.|::||_:
afficia] Lufrwofe service cegulations (LD
and zsued ta the croops a: quickly 1z possible.

During those manths of imceeazing diplo-
rralie AnLivily all over Euarppe Ehe Lufeeafe
command was busy on preliminary work at the
various operational bases along the eaztern
and western frontiers nf Geemany. [kecach.
manls of the S Lulkoe Sepvics (RADY
worked around the clack tatidy wpmaktcers of
detril. Hone cf this involved che rermoval and
asgarmhly af the arccmmodacion hareark rogte
ponents slacked in slorechousey camouMagesd
az barns alongzide the operational hazes, and
the Geting ofaperatianal command facihities im
ehe lneal Faerner’s hnuse Special wnits wers
busy compleliog Lhe aarfichl lighting inscal
lations, while advenced detachments, quor-
Leymaster tronps and fuel tranzport columns
werpe assemblad i the central aitfelds Sioml-
tanesusly, the emply anti-oireralt pozitiome
atoundd the operational bazes wers Alled Ly
gurinees and heir weapons.

Grosing paliticu] Eensin, haesh warl s and
the bopged-down situation of the nations <f
Fuarigue coald signal only one thing: war?
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3. The Condor Legion in
Spain

The mtecvention by clements of the CGoeman
armed forces in the Spanish Cial War had 2
prelude that is not generally known.

While flying the South Atlantle route be-
tween Bathurst wnd Las Palmas un 20 July
1936, the Luftharsw Ju 3205%5m =310 was
suclidenly requiziticned fnr an undetermined
peeriod ol 1t Lertminal aniha Gran Canarias by
the local military commander and, espile
protests by the  Lufthansa mithories,
imprezsed 1n Spansh zervice to deop leaBats.
Two davs later, v Ju 52 3m - which in tha
meantime had been charteosd  Look the mili-
tacy governot of the island, Tenecal Luis
Organg, Al pwn other offcials to Tetwan in
Bpamsh Morocco, one of the twe focal puoints
of the Spamsh military rebellion. There
Ceneral Erancisrg Franrg bad auecepded in
winpimg over the eotire guarcison tw the
Mational Spanish cause againat che Peoples
Crovertenent ruling in Madrid. In the naorthere
pact ol the Spanish motheeland thers was
Cranmaral Mola, 1n the souchern half Gancral
euipa da Llana, hath of them were assemb-
liog ¢adovs Tor further action takers [omn the
troops  which  had  risen  against  the
Socialist-Cmsmunist remime.

Te wias exsennlial e 10 get the well-Leained
ardd worl l-egnappesd Moreccan units leom Merch
Africa acroes the Ztraite of Gibralter toe the
Spanizh mawnland to unice chem with the local
proe-Matinnalist troops. Heewevar, as Aot
the entice 3panish XNavy bad remained on the
EOvermment side, e tranzport was out of the
quesxtinn., The cnly ;:-rm:il:uilih wad an air
Bridge’, for which the Nationalisty lacked
suitable transport wireeaft. In this situation.
Cieceral France appealed for helpoothe voukg
ard s1milarly nationalist povernments af [aly
and Germeny. toguesting  large-capaciey
transpart aireraft boo carry the “Moeros to the
Therian pemitsala, I bis ceigquest be appealed
to the selidacity of both countrivs 19 counter
the attempt by the Soviet Dnion to establizh a
Holzbewik haslicn in Spaic.

Durine o gquickly summoened cenlerence on

23 Julv 15936, Hitler, 1m the prezence of Gévang,
the Mimster of War ven Blamherg and a
represcntativs of the German Admaralty gave
his pecmisicn o the Spanish commenssian fae
A hmtnadiate erangfer of 20Ju 52 5m trnspor
piccralt with their craws. Exactly on che day
these aircraft areived in Tecuwar, the Jtalians
allocated 11 Savoiadaechell SMMAL truns-
paarls fur the same cask

The Cerman aszizstance to Spam was hatul-
led by a fem named HISMA (Compuania
Hispano-Marrogus g Traneportes Tetvand,
while: a "Sonderstap W {Special ztaf W
uerder fen Lin Helmuth Wilberg, establizhed
late ia July 1936, wos responsible Tor che
purscnnel] aspects of che German assistance.

The 20 Ju 52/3m teanspocts wlizh acrived in
H|]ﬁi.!|!| |:|_'.-' Air were Byl sl I_‘i;d[]'_-' LTI ;‘Ill_l,gu_ﬂ |:|:,:
The second consignment of German assistance
abvard the steamer Lsarama. This consigted of
Cwenty 20 mm light aotlaireralt gans, =ix He
51 hiplanae iphters and abuoae 100 tons of olhar
war mateeial. Io addition to the craw, the
Lacramo alao carried A& German valunbeems,
ineluding ten transpere airrralt crows and six
fighler piloes. These woere internded 1o provide
Aghter vseort Bor the transport aiccraft be-
tween Tetuan and Sevilla, but were ardered tn
avcid all nther nperational casks

Heavrswirr, s the constantly vverlvaded Ju
JiAm transports manaped to ply there and
back three to four cimes a day withoal any
interfepene feom Bepublicen Gehters che six
Hi 3ls were avalluble bo train Spanizh Gghter
pulots and, late m August 1936, were finally
transtervad bn a Spanish I_gh_l;.l_':r bqu,.;l-drr_:-n

Theliesl timye Gecman sicmen wrevs inyolved
in fGghtipg happened on L3 August 15935 when
Ewrx oMo S50 eransporls, venwertod nto
makeshift Bumbers und own by the crews of
Hptm von Morcsuo and Osfi Geaf (Count)
Hewnos bombed and banlly damaped the Rep.
whlizian arempured grudser oficpmae [ owebich hod
opened anti-aiccralt Aee on Ju §83m trans-
parts fving tao and from Sevilla.

I, 1he reeantme, the valunterr {iertnan

41




fighter pilels sat around doing anthing and
had ta look an as the-ie H]:-::ni_ah r_'n;;ul'l{'-::gl.u's:.,
still less tham Earmglint wilh the Serman He &1
tghtees, crwsbl them one aftsr another.

[lraed by the commandes of the CGeeman
delachment. Major Scheele. General Fraoso
and the ELE 10 Berlin girwl L heir agreemenl
that 1 future German fehtors could nlso he
Hovare by Lierenan pilots After several more Ja
P3m Lransparcte had beoh convertsd dnta
makcehidt bombers by fitking werlical Bgmh
magazines, lwo Ju ZEEm-Ketren  (fights)
hriswn sz the "Podros” (led by SHpise v,
Motcau} and “Fahlies® (GBl Rudolf Jostsrt
Br-gan La Hy apeeational seecizs with Goeenan
wicerewe, bombing Hepublicat: tarpets in the
Madrmd-Guadalajara area Apar! from chat,
the transpore Aigher ket ween Tetuan and Scee
Ul pemgtraed Lhe main task of the o 320m
doelachment unti] mid-{ocobe:e 1936, By that
time nio less thass LR BON Lecoys wnd 2549 Lone of
war matreisl had been Bown across to che
Epanish mamland.

Until the ead ol Oeoeher 1938 gl German
asalstance ahipoanmis aval ulher activibes hed
ta takye placye in the steictest secrecy. All
pachicipants al the ' Daterneftmen Maserzon bers
(Dporation Fire dlage™, the covver nane fur
the whole articn, ware formaslly dischareed
Treass the Germon aemed forces bofors they
word o Spain, and wore civilian clothes on thi-
way ouk. HD.-'.-F-'.-: e, weath chae supope SLTIL A af Lhas
first Guviel ajreriafl, Mewn by Soviot arcrews
eacly io Movember 1936, az woll az tha inoness-
g use ol the [ntersacional beigale:' on 1he
Kepublican side carne Lhe foemation end offi-
cial vstablishment of the German auxiliarey
aarps Uander Logicon’, arganizzd undor the
covier naene nf T ny Bdgen’ {'Blipen Exer
casiel Togelher wilh its first ©ommander. Sen.
Merp Huea Speerle. unitormed mombere of the
CGotman armoed faeces Landed in Spain e ek
first ticn on 13 Npvemhber 193 By far the
produminant part in the 'Bigen Exeroize” was
plavad by Lutftwato Forrmacons which ovontu-
allv had the strength of @ Flege-berrs and
coensdstend ol Lhe Tollges g,

AMBE Reconnwissunoe Seafel

AZfE Scaplane roconnassance Srofed

Bidd Hasc-aictield aperacing company ac

the aircraf park

Fiag Anti-ireeafl debschmemt (fouc beavy,

two ight A0 hatteries)

J/B8 Fighter Grupge (three, sometimes ok

Sl ffela)
EJER Bornlwr Chmrmeie s ahowe
Lazi&s Field hespital
Ln/&E Sipnals detachmont
MAES Apmumcion depot
Pras Tlepne and adrceadt supgalaodctachmeni

4

SanAs Medical deg e haene
YHIAR Fsperimental bomber Stafe!
Vi'BE Exprrimental Aphtor Stafi
VEBE Liaisnn sta® to the Spampsh and
Iraline Air Forery
WilR Weacher stalion
S/B5 Oparstions seaf

Thi numereially oeael smnller Gorman
Army and Mavy unils operated weder the
covernames of Tmder” and " Nordsen' A piar-
i ara] "Merth S5a'

The first to report his Inrmation in oper-
atnonal readinagss wias Mopor Fuchs, Grup-
perfnctiekecdeg e of W EE the Ju 3%3m hombsrs
had Auwn dircct from Ceeifawald 1n Do rmany
via BEome and Melilla to Sevalla, aiveralt coths:
other detaclusents firsl lad g ke unlosded
and nssemblenl. Thes: comprised He 31 Aghters
tne J188 Hee TU Jow-wing and bl 98 high-wing
mnnaplnna:. for &A/6E and He 52 arel He 60
fioatplanes for ;‘-".H,'E.'ﬁ, on 1he way by zhip.
Mern nugebern fightors. such 2z the Arst He 112
und Bf 108 ware ta appeat in VRS atl Sevilla-
Tablada aarls 10 ecembor 1936

The 33 i Flak battery ynder Hpim Alden-
per ok ower Lthe anti-aweeraft detance af
Surille-Tablode, the base of Frék, and che
transice and assembly ceotes foo (rernuan gir.
ceadt deliverad e Spain. I wps Erem Twhlada
that the Coednr Legioo isober: flews 1heir
first raids on Hepublican poctz along che
Mediteeranmean coast and airfislds o che
tdadeid arca. Bue rsl. fr_:ur |r_:|r||5:" -:il.:u_' Lis I:hl_'-
mgszel Bepublican fehtec defenees these
hombang sorties very soan had to b switched
to the evening and vaghe hours, The fghter
pilets too had an uphill struggis-: despite che:
first su: :rl‘il viadlaries 1.11-:_-. vy urckly bl 1o
recogmize Ly infecorivy of theie He 31 bap-
|amas compared to the aviee 1-15 'Chata” and
I-16 "Rata' Hghters @thich had heaen shipeesd
abuvacd Jovict freightors 1o Cartagena. Ali-
cante and DBaccolens. replacing the cbeoleta
Hapuhlican Dewnitines and Miswpoets, The
Faae CTRGA2 Dol fipern Taw Ehor Ma Tian wolun-
1eer sguadeons gave a better aceounc of 1teclf:
with thiz baghly manceuvrable avceaft it was
prszihle to esrape nummarically superior oppo-
sitidar eithoer by divicgg away e Ty o sbeep
Aovwrnwnards 1orn. The siewalion wiis  owEcs
wore: with tha bombers: the ohzalete He-
tublican Potez 3 and Faokker X111 had
barizrn mi-p e Tiw chane Fast Seawien "Twpsn ey S H-2
']'{uti_usku_' 11:}m|!:-(=r5:.. '.-.-'|:|.i.|:_"|'| Il el He 51
standing.

Tueing the scecalled "Winter Bastle Tur
Madrid' the MNatwonalbist Hving formueiions
wore moved closar ta their taegcts. The
Gertnan hombers transfereed o Salamanca,




the Selicers 1o Baralana, Almaras and Avila
amil gre Sttt Laqom, o elee Morchern
Frient, Thoe Lliodar Lagien renconcdissaoee:
arrcealt changed their operational bazes veryv
feequently. being deploved acearding o the
st bLnG. {_'.In LB gl bep bopned 1 ko AL i lan s g
A50EE remuined baesed at Melilla in the Span-
1sh Moracco untel February 14857

During the winter months of 1936737, the
Heal fightars aleeady had oo be ubed oare aod
more fregquently as pround support and attack
arrcralt. 4 role that became cheir stapla dist
altee the avrival od che fiest 31102 Aphiees in
PMurch 1937 In this hanl wark vchoe B 51s e
sesised hy che few He 129 pround siack
aecrait shippad ta Spain.

It came Az a malef o the o 32059 boaobaec
crws when Thee were promised the dalivery of
thir first ‘real” bombers, 1he Ju 860 Do 1T and
Tle 111, bemmming January/February 1037
Howewer. nnly fawr machines of carl oo
WeraEar Lk |:'|-|_= ‘|-||r||:|-:_'|.| infex W H,SS 1T urdﬁ-r 141 '-.'.-I_Irk
ol dhe hast areack and ground-contvol 1acocs
hased on combat experiene.

Then #aime thee bactle of Truadi b jara an mal-
March 1927 when 1he Itnliae Legion eaffered
heavy losses, and chia, together with ths stag-
cating Matwnalisl advooes oo Wl rid, arneesd
thue Sataori list conmrmarad Eo r_'h.;ln_gl_' dirgction
and take the stnp of Basque cerritory alang
the l3av of Hiseas scillin the Kepullican haoids
e ol the roecsd 1o lehy un ewew [oents,

The entier Condor Leglon wo: moved
norch to berome the main Natiowalise oir
weaiiaeen i Lhaat ares, SimoBancons]y TWEE wa
teanefurosd Lo Leon m Mecthern Spaie and
shapments of German aireraft now went to
Vign instead of Cadiz

Wher thyy cepzive hoegan in the Northern
Zeetor un 31 March 1387 divected towards
Dchandianc-thlbac, 1the Condnr Legion and
ita suhavdinacer] [Lalian saqusileors wepe fsd
by enly weak Bepublican Aying umits. The
crews ware specifizally ordered, 10 the incer
ety o unnterrapled advaoce, e disreganl
civilian papolalion wheo aackiog the pood
ard  rapl comrunicotions svstem:s an the
"NEMy s Tear areas - which led oo the haombang
of Ochandraeo, Elreeta and Lruerica, which
sELIL = Lavinns elver mseerns [ bl Lo f 1 oo g 'I:I"'th{-he
the bunbing of Guernica on 6 Aprl 1937 will
probably be held against ehe Lufwae For
ever, In bl Yisilalivy wmd blineled by enccmaons
srnokye and dust eloads theown wp by the Grat
hombaes the fnllowicy sections deoppesd Lkaar
hoawks withome g clsar wicw ofthe Loreet, rishe
inby the inferne. The actual tarzets, a bnﬁrge
acd g road Fork haed cast nf the Lown, were nat
hat By oa seogele Teoke T1odw Lrue thar the
otiginslly publicizged Apure of 1600 dead later

E’&-I:'-ﬂl'n.'ﬂ'l L. |'|-q_' |_':-:ﬁg|:;|=:r.;|LE|'J. bt S| r.l::||_' nfk
cinlly estahlished ligure ol just cver 30 10 no
way justifies zuch a badly planned aml ex-
ecutad barmbang raid.

lev thie vperatinms ehnc led o ebye caphure o
Balbae chae Condor Tasgion's Y88 with gl
revw He L11, [la b7 und Ju 38 medium bombers
wis jetied by che Grst IV LD9: which eguipped
HLLEE led by it Lidtzow, and immediatels
prevatteil Sour suaperion Lo Che Hepahilican fue balers.

The [ron ang arvuned ilboo was heoken on
Ld June. and the larre coastal town itself was
taken seven daws later. The pest of Jur: was
spenl wllacking towenpds Snntamler Boy none
el Bl meLencpls hinl the cichd driovime foree

O 6 July 1937 came a Hapublivan eslief
trnsive fan the swreauodes] Madreid s,
Theaitacking divisons were peinforsed b 1 he
X1 and X[ International Brigades and drove
noeckh, towards Bronete and Guajarn.

Leaving hrhind only anadl sectiens ol i
F] rli.ts-._ |.|'|_|_' ":III'ITI.I::IE' I.-i_"]_ril_l-ﬁ |rz|r|5_-.|-|_']'rq'|| ]'“,II_ k Eix
tte old awrbelds st Avila, Villa del Prado,
Escalnma arrl Salomaoea o =oppott the
el lisl Torees as rl'.","|1'n;_-_r nrr.i.]lr_'r_':." in 1his
arsn of Bepublican penatration, 8 wall az to
procect chem against acacks by the 'Katius
kin and "Natashas [Sovie-budlt H-3H-#
|_'|-;_1:<¢-5up|:|n;,:.rl 'I:-i'|_:-|..'-||:'|t:.-.| T | The hatcle laziled
till the emd of July when the situatior hoally
stabibized  around DBrumete  Thiz  dopgred
carbnbac i seaving heat, o whichche air lorces
plaved v gignificant paet wilks their “rollisg
bombing atracks, cost some QU0 casanlines
nn brach Ancles.

]'::.:_lr]'.' :irl .-'|.u|_=|u::L_ Ll Uil st |.i-e;,.:ic3t'!| :aqual:l-
roms were onee apain ceployed elonpe the
mdorthern Front to bamb ves the way for the
grounil Lronops abkizaching the enaseal region
from lalbea to Cijen. [n this. the JIE 31s.%
nan=zil "I'tabajadnres’ W orkers' T
Taalwaurers't e the Spaniacels, bBad che cask od
neutralicing the Republican tead apd cail
COMMUICLIons 1 Jow-love] attucks (300320,
The other two Slefedle {1 oand 2088 wera
alremly ecpaippal weith ehe B 1049 and wiere
weeil exclusmvely as Behters. By then, almest
the entire bomber Frupge (KJEAT was already
pgUipped with che He LLLs, anil the Db 175 of
S e e wsenl ses Begenliers b raids on
tarpats i the Bepublican anterlomad  Cajen,
the masz westerly town in the Republizan
LierriCury, vwils Caket ot I Chebobar 197 alter
qaeppal 5|||:|1=r54_| ril'.], bzml Biaeian -:!-e'ri:ciw*l], w111 h:..'
the Condor Legion and s subordimaiesd
Halian and Spanizh squadrons.

“A wpsudegn @' @ 1e 519 we e later alsa keean s "Codern s
MChain hoks™n lrem the way cho v apeerbid io el
law level aliacks ¥r.
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Thi remueeal of this Lhareat from the Tasogo
region apd Aswurna allowsd ths: Nationalist
command tn rancentcate on taking dadeid
Hgni.:l'l. H{finn]ng |,';|r'|3.' Thecember 1937 1l
Ialian and Geeman bomber squadrans started
carrving out raids on che Hepublican awrficlds
arccund  Madreul,  TWajaralieg, Guarlalajara,
Alcala de Hemazes and others co elimimate the
opposing aic theoat. 1bat tho Hopublican de.
e wonrrer alert, and Elus beamboers wi-ce mesaely
b vy busredparessissd Tiy wocairms pf Sgvnee
I-16 aral [ 15 Aghtess

Then a surprise pincer mavasoenl by He-
publicat Leeages hroke ehrough ihe Madionadise
I[I'IE".'\-G ilrll:] :;'ull'l'l'l'_!-lll'll]-l_"":l. 1.]1';_' ';.':‘pl'_h:'ul'_"l_'l II:I“':I'I I'_:lr
Turel anm 16 Decermler V937, goce again orip.
plimg 1the Nationalist wdvance on Sadrid.
Th: new commander of the Lesion, Gren. Lin,
Volhnuann, wias Torcerd fo s hig g Turm
ationz apained lhe Repablican troops ringing
Teruel, and so Calamocha became the most
advatieed operatinnal aicficld osed by che
Crorman aiecralt. [noicy culd, aith ternpuery,
tuarvs dropping to 370, fishters of J588 Look
off frem Calamocha to caery ouc low-|eval
atCin ks sd Hy vsamoet foe Madinnalist biarmbers,
arcvmul Tepael The lenger-ranging hambees
were based at Zarapoza, El Burge di Osma.
Alfarey and Burmuel bt rheir caids on bl
c_llu:i.rl:lirlg Repullician '|1rig.:_|_r||':-= candel rral proe-
venc them taking the town on 8 Japaars 1935

Kizhe throcugh Japuary aod almost the
whols af Febowary, Tereel romained the main
taczet of the "Legon’ A rnewe Typee af aiceral
appearsd ovar the batdsficld in mid-Fehnzarey,
the: frst o BTA Stukas nf the "JSolanthe-Ketle
Flight], mtacking seleetal poaan Largees. It
wis 1o January amsl Februsry 1945 thae,
thack: to flving scveral sortics a day, the
Gurman Bghter pilata (i Seiley and QBR
Balthisr sorweil Thedic dcpereszive aaries of
avinl wiclorivs

Redverd to o heap of ruiny. Teowe]l was
fimallv retaken by the Mationalist troops on 21
Frebecary LHRE. The ald froncline was wo
cetwbhshed - o viciury purely o proestige
corms, withaut any stratesic advanteges.

Taking irco consideraticon the situaiion on
che AMacloid Cront, the "Caedilhe' e id s oo o
new disiant tarzec: breakthreugh towards the
inazd slang the Fbro rivor, advanciog sight to
the Mawliterranean eonisl. This Bew atback
bipan on 9 March 1835 Foellowing theealeeady
establizhed recope. aireraft of the Gormen and
ltaline ‘Lepinns woere green the task of de-
sitping Regublican aicfields, communi-
cations wned hr[||gq,=$, thi- atmihilatien af the
epomy Air Fforee on the grownd and inter
forimes with thoor supplice to the fcent, The
He 3% scaplanes ol Asz/RE bazed at
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PPollopzaMallorca also toak part in this oper
atinn, caerving aul naciwrnal bomling =iz
cot Boepahilicare wac bweinnes moesar e corst and 1he
parts of Valencia, Castellon and Turragona.

Azeisced by contimaows low-level aeearks by
I3 309 and He HBl-Siafeln. the Matiooalizo
Forcos maragasl an ursdniercupted advancs 1o
Caspe on the Fhro river ecaching 1t on 37
March 1935, bofore th: Ropubhican reziscancs
hesan to stidon, necessitacing an advance o
broader fren. In elhis, the Tymloc Ll_'gi-;_'.rl.'
undertouk thee support of the Morthorn Aemey,
while the National Spanich avistion form-
aryotas opcrated it cha aanteal sector, andd the
ltalian airerafl ::|-::-r|H Ehoe st hasrm ﬂ:lml-l;

By 13 April 1538, the duy when Naconalist
iroops led by Geperal Aranda reached the
Mediterrancan  coast at  Vinarnza,  Hpdm
Harder had inerraznd che nonskee of 1as aerial
vicdories o Len, owhile S Beildem gnd L)
Seiler had scored nioe condrmed victories
each.

With a swicg sauibwardzs the MNationalisc
aflvzames Then turnesd epworeds VWaloneia, whirch
neccssidated another transter of the Aving
forrmacione. From then on, La Comia hecame
the new basze foy the Condor Tiegion fichters:
and thie He 45 Hiske. The ano-awrceaft de-
femocs were looksd after by P22, althaough
throa B8 mm Flak battenes cemained wih the
advabcing Spamsh corps beesusc the cfect-
ivernees nf Chuses wues in dicect Fre azainst the
H:: |_||:||ir_';|n Hrr_:-1_|n-:] rr_:-rl‘.i'l-'l-;_'.'l.l'.iul:::c nuad e 1lheaxe
fully-motorized battenice indispensnlle al th-
Frcatat.

Hiemargr e, il e Lhos bad wearhesr and lack al
drive the advance was rather slow in &ay
L93R. Furthermote. supplics ol new aml rep-
Lavimem aircraft Brom CGermany had desed up:
tt way Lhe 133000 of Gecknand s ke dnko Aus-
tria and 1he Swlcteolowl, wlich reguizaed all
available forces at home On cthee Spanish
Frarsd, chis was rofecied in s drop in the
apecational ceadiness race of German form-
arions. e weis rint eeeatil ahune and .Iul:..' 1934 that
the Nationalist forces managed 10 evercomnss
the meuntainogs Forelund eround Valerogo,
aprning the way for an attack o thye port
itsell i

Although the prepuaced LCommunist  poes.
itbone slonpe thye reerelwen skiores of Fbeo, ac the
Toot of S1ecra Monesare, had bren recngnized
and roported by reconnaizsenee airccafc of
AR in enid-July, the Bzpublicen reliel offors.
iveron 25l 1938 carne a8 a complete surprize
Ia tha Nationalisls Conseguently the Hep
ulilican fercce munaged to cruss Lt Fhrgoaed
wztullizh aeweral bridgehieads within throo
davs, fullowed by an advance thar gamed chem
ahout Gk s ks of cereitory snuth of the ervar,




The number of wivturies  achicved hy
Crerman fiphter mlats and the combat reports
of miher Certan avcrews becween Julv aed
riid-mMowernler 1955 peflere the haed soupgle
in the g wnd va the ground doang vhis peooml.
Encemous Bomhb Jonds ware dropped on the
Ebra cressings ard the factified pozitionz of
the Republican dwision: which kad beaken
it Thee Maotinnalist Tiees, The 22 B LM
lighters which aroved from Geomany on 15
July 198 cams juet 10 1ime ta combat 1the dov
and eighe bombing raids by Soviet-buil $D-2
"Ratiuzhka’ brembera Thiz new delivery alao
cieanl Chaat AAR caml Tie eoquipred witl Lhae
new Aehter

Ev B Movember 183 the MNatignadis
troaps, with the utmest effort, had Enalle
munuged te oetake The whnle aeon seeupied by
the BEepublican attack Ducing this poriced the
Republicnns lose over 300 atrceaft. a loss thwd
Tirnhe the backbeose of their aie Barca It was
during these montkbs 1hae Germsan fighter
pilots ke Werner Maolders, S6e Becbram and
Walt=e Urabrann were ableto achigve most of
thitr aarial victaries. They were also more in
the public ewe than the lemliers, rerennais-
sance aed naval aviolien crews wha despae
theirdaily, hard, upemunna] SOFL1ES TEMainal
the silsnt watar carrers’ of the Legion.

Theoo waz haplly ane eMective Repailisan
resiztates ta the Metienwlist driec thal ook
Catalakaa eapht up to the Prrenees and the
Frerch foontier. At thal 1ume, ol was maanly a
mateer of intecdiction bombing of the roauls
Irading north, which were ovariowing wich
thspieinesd  repubbican divisions and  laier-
nistivnal Brigades melrsiting twards Franre,
ard securing the Scuthern Frort near Yalen-
cin agnwest another possible sudder Repuab-
Ik atack.

The Soviets had long sunee wichdrown thear
;:-i s zired :~.I'.|.:-||;:l|-:i delivaries of Tuorther war
materiol aml although the Spanish pilos
cuppoccing the Republicar government tricil
Lo peovide a makeshift peotscuve umbealla
overr e alezooralasd ground foroes, chear
eforts were lacgels in vine, In beeme of quar-
uty alone. they could not hope to offer any
sUFIAIs peslstemcs to the Nadomal Spanish.
Tealias and Crebiman aquadrons.

Fighting in Zpain camue ta an end g 2R
March 1939 The occupation of territecizs still
1 Hepublican hakds, ikclodivg the capital
Madrpl, remaimenl s mastier Tour the Spaniands
themselues,

The German: left nearly all 1theie '31rq_raﬂ
anl orhier wor mateqal i Spain. O 22 0
12389 1he Conrlor Legien paraded before G-
neral Franco and s last commander. Senerad-
L r1_|'r.l.r wiin Riehthofi-n, iandd ju.ﬂ-l'. Eavar I:|:'l}'5 Later

theGieoman peesonnie] started ww boaed pagsen-
gorships of the KAF fleet® 11 Yimo, destination
amburg.

Alcer The awarl of diczorinions all parlicip-
anls i the Tugen Exercize” took part anothe
Crrznt Parade” in Berlm on & Jure L9349,
marching wast Adelf Hitler and che Jeadiog
perschaliles of clie XMavmzal Socialist Pares-
1d the Arnal Forcos A 1g1al uf 24K Logriomn-
mairey Uyl pol e this preat oeension: thew had
luzt theic Lives an Spalr.

The Luftwatte parned i many Treapecta un-
perrant edperierce 0 the Sponash Caval W
wliich wonld s o o g themolcfir s
tactical advancagss in the Europzan conflicl.
only a few morths away, Amotm other Lnnoy-
ationz was tle loass combat faematinn of
srmaller fighter units. sach ag "Roten' (pairs)
and 'Schwdrme’ (Aighes) which bad considar-
able advantages comparsd 10 ibe ‘closed
Hip:]'ﬂ.,_ .1|.'||.|.:1-:'!r||n WoFaria s e Tollaw e
lesnler” squadcar calunes, stendard peactice
until thot time. This new combat formation
could only be forged in actual combar, as it
Taprpeseeal an Spaan (see rwobe b lTuaerations on
page Bt Then them: was the aee of thee Hi-al
biplancs an ground atcack and close suppert,
which presided important lessans regarding
such tactics.

Ilawevar, the Batetul uze of mediam bambers
as Hying artillery’ in Bpain wras to have Fae-
resirhl mge v Eetae ne-s i b Mt e, wloi-n the
samu bwclics were attempler un i much wider
scale. It also shelved planning for o strategic
homber lovee, whieh woas to vemain cormpletely
masglected.

Un the ather hand, the sxoencnees gainel
iw Sonin by the few Stuka crews were to be of
greal  signiticanes onee cher hod  besn
gvaluatied sl sssennlagend Ty ke paorenl Tnom-
atwore, The volue of thiz Zparish vxperivnoe
wid pEoved miany times over during the Rest
1veoy viears f vhe Secomd World War.

Thz 2panish Civil War also provided many
altanst wexchook’ sitwaticns wo test che heory
ard Tighl anli-aicerale goes v action agaiest
fiyvimar ard grourd turgels, which allawed cnmo-
partsan and chaice 1n epimum combst mueth-
ode, Waluahle sxperieaoss durug the Rugen
E:-;,l'_'rl_'i.'f.l'-. woirre dlsn giined v the sipeals
compunice. le it in The |:|'|:||_:r.a111,|n,|'| rvaluatinn
wf thetr radio ssts. improvemants 0 greanad .
air cntruneraticns under combat conditions
or prog rss e bhoe e ceaffie enntenl. All these
experiences found their place in the varions

*hd¥ - Krat gurch Srrunae [Sleergtd taccupeh oJoed a
Civsman Lofear 'rarl arganimitien sperialle Goem-d 1o
|_lr_;-||‘|||-' |.r||ir|.p.r_l\.' 'r'al}l"llil'lE: rll,llli_ll-l; AR N BT nbit .
Aparl fronr pacrime roare supsor, Far thie  Folore 12 als:
hal cremerdos propepanda value, Tr.
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service and feld regulations issued during the Spanish Civil War, although at no time there

following months and vears, were more than 6500 men in action at the sae
All told, about 14000 German soldiers  time on the Iberian pemnsula,

pagsed through the ‘cadre school’ of the







L W

Tar crarend bivse of the Dermeen valvaiu ey fomnutieers dees St Secolte Tubdhsda ancfel, 1 oo
ucssmfuled e Condor Legoon arenft perk. Séedle Tubdoda vos grotecied b an 85 e Fluk beiney
samandent by Oblz Fermcan Addeiger, saen here fmag wsaded an” By oee of bir aren




Tz The - §32n:
IrColaNAr i Faren i
the sorefive FPebloy
Firgrd weee
comrieaded by ARl
Hueisaly deesier ¢/l
wesiaied by Ris
raLptador Uil
fiartn Thpar
eyl alrermi
e selroetcoely
M aodda bomh
magFies o i
fefe @iy A
arseld T orang largely
tm e Wakmad o
Siprma Gieradacanie
wreoad,

Centce. The
spadron cemmandor
af 3 R85 Elpim
Mol van
Dellmarsengen fad
Mo ke fae jIve
8T mAacTinE ans
A Mhe AR
meiasieees af his s
S& S i peroaeer If
agares Teher
allackrs fran) aear
afiewt. Thesr "aeors
aranony” fuily
Juglfed themardivs
RO,

Betom: After 1Lae
rerival of e Lpnafas
Lemiva cn Macembue
1408 ehrew cumpleie
Ju 53T sguedrans
[ e 2yt Bl S gk
Famplirugae &4

P RTR agaiesd e
Hepnphicer hedol
Hediter o e Aans
A arecreaft of 3RS
orrr ke Soerra o
R s masaimia

N,



Top left HEin

oL Aearye JLavyf
Tridgeis, a e e
Alieite girnega 55
the Fiest Flas il
War, war pul
foreard ke tha
LT F TR TR o HE TR
e o Aok’ far
supprea v prease
FrmmeA T Ao e
to Epgin s role
Devene sl g
wftee the el
:i'r'.'rr'l.':llr.k iy tha
fandor Lepior

Top cight. Amum
Mo ffrs! rofantoer
farldey pdiala i
Srmen s kR
HMerpeie Kudnaer
AL FElpreed e
LETLLE T SR WY
CoaFemavt arreal
Lictpries e s
Pl an ocdiare
awr Frases s
Alimaadte e ) AL AEr
28 M M TG

Eorra. P sorsivd
af LRES pan a ot
1A Melr conzradies of
tte Flok artifier: a!
rhr Fulucera frpd
O pxireme redhin s
L.H2 {taka] Mirrand
Mpbady, nd pliad of
a =fie S20LFeT,




Fl

-

. g

Top: e ogpeeng RET
LIRS e
StiHelkaprar f'nlm
e meaeel etk 1k
Hue als ar Bacgioia
wi e Wad e
frant. Noe the
Cakrnr Lomjonr

Edrei e platd on 1ee
Mereders Beaz e
b5 e

Clendee: fn ot
Anrvad J83T e
|r.llll.-l.'.' wf TEY oeere
fegda o My ehe
prasiiset S g
flareireg afien thye
sgamed r s faken
srer hw Dbk Flarri
Flamfer Sriphie), Ty
Moo itk 358
s maiden by Cihle
Flaefns ditcediqn
Sieft) eere glreaily
vl hely By 502
i AR prsned etk
il

Frctomme BNk meg 72
raatidend guriel
endoroes Holiveny
Nehelnrane kuoaa
s Llatiplie’, pas
bl mecapiel -k ey
srring Crrrmmn
fipster pilof fa
Spawier ond o Hpkee
Weroer Manfees
fidl Hptio
Lrhcipepne fent the
P A
Dlievanfar W27 10

3 Betemphpy JAI5




o s

.Mﬂ:ﬂ‘#@gd —_— - "
SR ettt s LR L O

.ﬁ'r'ﬂ-l- E -
=" l-.l‘._-f"' o B P, |

. A = L B -
<hd - “"""—‘-ﬁ-a':-:.:-'-:'uﬁ -_{“



e E= d
_— e T
R, =
- W e o ™
"-l:l' T Tk o il
= oSk ‘:'h--..a-_-. -
T CLL e L TR
T i _——

LTI
L] - 'I".n.

Top: The Il‘ﬁ.rr:.' mexdern [dermmag hora b,
Wl R aesided 6o Soaie pd Ay begvalec il f
aclarey THIT, Were e et iied co Seen e mo
Fameawe s Ve coprrimeeres) VEVES hommer
sawadren VA weit aas commeeadent e 1Tpns
Touehia o AForena, shaeeee Crgobe] g oo
af @ eqcly He 580 Bamfer, Faviag fim s
O PRzl e (reof (RG] re Meavns

foembre: Feoananies fo foer He 710Ms Ghe

eage e ey VAGEE @i ha foas eaaniales of
che deesetmneremd e 58P, seer oo e Beed e,
{3 thex mimcralt 1R waterrarnas A and melrast
DS gk cogiae Rracelles nF S e LORI s
hia s avs e gl e e aangtss
Iobzome Fener Py 258 g Peocely

e leted e wimere ! atrenced i of VA, g
e drenslerred G A1SAY Feros AR
Arlachaie s i s r (07 The depiere:)
AT eleeady caretes phe ocscarie of rhe
FULL L ey 2 el re




Teopr The He 3l
fandpiares of AAK
virsla e By | plm
Horlicramsen ol
hesed af Muliensr ne
Mearsg o rrinid r2l o
20res nf oo i !
rerts we the
Repwlurean poeis ol
igciarys ard

radifu v s eloogr 1
et eolener cog sl
A He 33K of 35088
armed etk a Wexchie
A nina Faaen ta the
iz JRate Anzifing

Cuntre: The pilors o
2 NER camnean-ten’ hye
Oblt Lagrither Latron
were T 78l fo ceoeii
ter Mrssersckenll
AN fahicrs, Asn
reezie 14, frome Warer
JOT7 chaemas thm
Arperianiy Ajltorin
-:"-'Ifl.:l.'.'l.'l.é' |'.l.1-' !
frpeidean Toowa
Haefer I OIS 1haln’
and -1 flute'
Tredtery hag' cume do
an eacd, A e some
Yaie the H2A) bipdoa-
."I'J..JI'-:-!-:'r.'i' beu..’u-'-: '
anreeesragly o he esed
1 the mra e sanpere
rlp.

Butepiz A v
secfenn of freernrce, 4
amat! Bousgue forwa.

A weeplgentty plnaee!
b saed fie KIEE
or A rasheoy et
in the st sy we

26 Apnt DRET revadived
o rafeas e Fami
damags 1w LR frien
copfEe gad the droth of
e Ak JNE
cerilieng.







Tope Ve Tupolee B8 2 hoeifer
suppdied iz e Mepnghiimaes nas an
eaeelienl caglbul wdeoef fmer oy
Speen ox Hediuska  of s for seporr
o e medare e 5808 o Ay
Nedianast el

Cenlre Vs MProssoas oo ool
gmeish, Aanhey arha eose e eor fed
e brendvriay ' G Adfare opsd e
Lpen hiznd: the irsersanion e N
rlepan! safdanr soreericnne creds,
MHagria ! Meee ghitz tha 1al I'"u;h.l?:_.'l.-:ln_'u'."

Ihabtom. & waad ead wafd the arvival of
S M T3 IRed Canelor Lo
homhe e spuedmas ol seech peesty
WA M enrasiian Ard ot ardv Miae
e s A el faord af G0 e PRROG )
andd 2 mexanan sgaasd of 353 ket
(235wl afie Mo L0 aefarlly praen
siren rear Mo e SR TR atipaen T o
che aresrea! revog mon o on e fea fogne
Anseloendee seclan G IAss Tie M5, e
e T TRy BT TP VR AT
rersira an phe G




Tipe fe DATYE phe coneyod opeeranar baepe of
the Conder legher aes La Ceare aewrr flue
Codlal, spath nf JAr Mers msheare Toitoelily

Tk e as a e g dier aerFeid, o ers
i sl dey Shelag wenl oo o 2o e
circraf

Canlre: A By S
ez g
Jaetercar e
Peacfienel Medls ot
L Larva A e of
tha Ao B TARE
Jpfiders alia
el reorereh
Spara pear e pnel
o Seanites
Capabils of a
meaxemie speen’ of
Sl Em R SNE k)
the JiF (OAI 0 as iy
tome ¥ THE o)
frzter ther e £
[y T

Collor L'aptwred
Hoeger-dnad T wivceay’
al tne Valle oreieid.
aFf of VAarradoe.
i o Serch (5350 thr
Fitbsieee f M
fhaieen o Spoce s
TRl and,
helifed oL, the
Nolberepoe & 8
Faaresha ) close-
signpert arrermf,

K|




Top: The affcer 1A 15
e i peated cap ra
Coen ."'-13.': Hu,':."u Sprrr!:'
Jeowername ‘Sarders]
i ey the firat
oA nder af the
Conder Legoa from
rierly November 1935 0g
A8 ixeoter f325

Rottum: Cen Mak
Aperete was jollowerd az
camagrder f e 1
Cenafar Degior by Ciem
Moy Hellrwesd

VrlEmrrn fruvernasmd
“ieirh L e remaired e |
Snain nauf 2

Nprembar T35 (enrral
VedRmorn dlefi) ardh
Cremvral Adrredn
Kirdvlor foenlrn),

cotaa rer-fa-chiel af
the Wadional Spanish
Air Forge,




Top: tde Tl
Meptemtee (O3 Alaj
Cithend Hased e
fielt) heraes? acer
ramard i JNET Y
Ioem Walrer
Irepbetan: feigh .
i O 1Re three
Coivmeas Sipfier
St rocg fa Soale
weadel e A rmgtiee
on A% Alasch foRe

Coonters fefsedfiies o
ALk el or Lo
Oz, e o phise
ikl arie!
AUAGERTRE ST e
Bepafl guast s of
ﬁ]..'lll!lr{r'.: oAy e
[Mordar Lamicn nilors
TapsegRiag e
prarteipeied e
K NTRIEL B TN T
CAFTRLT el Togeeferel
Aftacka o roan's,
cedionay Nanew o
acrfretely

Fattame A fripndry
sxerangs of Livieg
amane Lol
Eeliter puepeeis, Foram
e LT Wadfaea
Lippest, Hpom
Werkey hWidlfers
feormaender af
JNERE 1pim Siebedt
fheeniva [romazader
af L AEE] g €1
Med ! Strosgaer, ek
i eniafEneed arrad
Lrefericg 1duim
Aliidderrs s e Jroog?
serressiiel Cora'r
Lertant fInAfers prine.
Fader Sroca
respected s o
FFleniade) AlGiters, ko
et atiid
inteodered tlee Yero
naies’ or Wezer foor
Sepheer combet
Sarmea o et 2080
Naiits g toedoy.

I

— e e s— ——



Top loll. Moinrenamree word or o o KT eedar the mosr
peimunue caanclnoas. Alfopeker corkd Gy 8T Siekas al hath A
cad Horprsioee e gt o Bpeid. s pordcwlar vlieiefi
heletar reseeed (o Qefoler C53E These Jr #75 cwoeee irsd offache
e AEE aared Fleen, Froen deee 12K, fo B1AK

Highe: L Sirpfries’ Frogrenzana was ey of (e Siube ocdodz of
e Wodeedhe” Retee (AN asha bested e dooe bomidaag
fuchies e Spera. Sade Wee dracitfeeal folaarhe iasdpeia an rbe
arilerrReaeiar fadrine of hie fie ST

aricny The enloaier o fhe barraeis woed dod caengs e
fliterier mear Harbie, AN fegronserqes wba had fakes par! in
1he fpkling i Spein e easeanblpd Spee o peedicnade i e
frheal Barmecacl lnd wdrucle S Meelen ve & Jpae 19030




4. The Polish Campaign |

If Bieler®s Febensrawen-Pulitid involving B
annuxition of Ausiria ard 1he Czeeh Ler
ritories had vet not led to any theeataning
cintciinns Erodm bhie YWesoe-en paveers, Frannn
atrl Fcitain, 1he coushing aral ocmapatien of
I"olend was overnight to fan the smowklering
possabelicy of & [uropsan war into o owerld-
wide confagratinn. Ta be wuee, by lightning
||.5|',|'||_|rr|:=!i|,' wcli g FiHIIinH Lhoe  raone
agpression pact wich the Sovict Unoon on 23
Auguast 1350 the Ceran leadecslnp bBad peo-
Lowlesd il ngadnst ehe intereeniien of Chin
pawer bloe. bul the hope that Fraoce and
Heitan might poessibly ke thair assistanoe
wiacl with Poland gnls bl hepriadls owins Lo
prove false

Lo "l Weiss (T White). covet-name far
e liniary porepeniigcas apainsl Poloand | ele cane
for tav Lalwafic woes "Osimpaefffug’ [ Raslorn
bordae-courtey Fight’). That kav word was
signaallerl ta ckar laoBHGLee: o 26 Auguse 1939
wher in lorn imenedietely ordened nll theic
subordemace wnils oo Conbab-eeidiooesa, io-
|'t|.|Jl:|.:iI'||:: the Lranslae of 2l H_'.'inp: leamoialicmes 1o
Lhwr allucatn] operatiaoal bases  SNumoee-
ically ansd structurally the Lufowsfe was ahb-
solutely supseinr to s Folizh opponemst but ic
soruld certamly Faase heen o fascg if Beitain
wiel Fromce bad followed 1hewr declaration of
wir on & Zepuember 1838 wuwth immedate
werial opsrations against Crermihy. Tho- Laoft
wislfe coull Inave haelly been cguaal wo the
cumbined wir-forcis of both Western nuatons
iy i baro-front war

It will ]:I['rjl‘_lill:-l._‘.' e b |'_|r_'|5-'.-;'p'|1'|-'_' wih
cuenplete pecwraey ta list all airecadt elasses m
Lualtwafie servics, but a sommary of fotem-
iLLANITA n:-:i..‘-.l:ih.;: ik Bl Cicrne ,-'-'_'il'lﬂs i r|'.:|$4_1:|'|.5|,|‘_|-|_1_,'
aceuapaly picture, On 1 September 19389 the
Lultweffa Geoneral Staff had che Eallwing
oprEtatiomal Tieematiomes ol 115 0 Eposal;

20 Aemy (hoctorenge] AHD recomnsissamos
Sknffedn
He 126G, He 46, 10: 40, Ei 104

A3 Labg vange (B recnhmaissanen SEaffan
[Ma 17F. Mu 'I'.!ll'I Tk 215

1o duy fighter Cemepired (lighl fighters)
BRE 10830, 134 109K, Avia 13354

1 carelce-borne Aghtee Staffd
B 1080, 157 nsT

J provisional night-aghter Seafels
Ap GRE, 1SE IGATY, 157 109E

L1 tlesbrreve r” d it [heuvey Beghitirs]
TArT0als, 187 Juar”, 37 10200, 15 [0S,
BAE 11008

) BT €S euprpen
He LITF. He 1100, 110 177, Ju Eald

I bambar tramingiimaceucteonal Grepge:
S Al

Hdive hember Grapgeen
du B dua 5713

1 cacrior-boene idive homlaer St I
Jhu BTR. o BT

1 closc support Fruppe
Ha 123

iLcAtesport Ciru g
Ju A Am

3 smipborns Staffels
Hit A, He L1L MAr 1988 |

S omaval weaacion Stafeta (M1 caoaseal

TELOnOAISFaNor
He G, He LL4

doraaval aviariorn Staffedo (F1 - laog rainge

FECTR A S5 n o
Tha 18

Booaval avueann Siafels (M) - mnlbi-p cqaran
He 5% He 115

Such formations as the weather ceconnos-
sitescer, coortest and Lanson Stafein and uinits of
Lthe siressaresame corvor weee s=fill an the
process of formution at that time wmel confdd T
rrerzidored @a enly cronditianally opsrational.

Towr Lirgest part of the furnsitions Lsted
above came wander LuftAotte 1 dEenieald
Koazeleing) and Luftléotte & (General Lobke),
lneing rlrgalavsd i thes Pame ranin-West Pruzaa
arel Siliesin ::h.-:l.:l:r||'||'_-.' HY CTHEN while elhe unitks

Fird




Tl im Rasl Prossia (RO 5, =510G0 1,
JG A, 1A 121) together with the Lufiwafen-
Lehrdivizion  (tratoongficsteactinnal  Tnrmn-
Atiars |._‘:-f‘.lrn]1ri.~,"irlﬁ [ 1 apel laeer L E_I SIpHL
ated Mewm This “arceaft carrier BEast Prussia’ in
E-I.I.ppm'l of the Third German Acmy. {her
bomber frreppen Hew cperationdl sorties Grom
ithair o distant homee hazes in Gettnany,
suckhas 1PRG 27 Brom Hanoowe e L e o e,

With the aim of achieving aetial supurioeity

as quirkly as possible. the Luftwade rapget

catalopues Tor the firsl Leas davs ol cher war
comprissd enemy wiclields oear Lhe border
R | JE “I']l H |] I_'I'pl_"'r II'I] |_r|r| TI_I 1]'||‘_- 1_‘11':,!_ cir
1 and 2 Seprember 19508 Geoman bomhbs caimad
i o Lhe Prlishe air bgees ab Wz
Okeoie, Lide, Kalo, Badom, Graudenz, Thorn
glarand, Maock, Posen (Poenanl, Beakau znd
ral beess, kil {‘._:11-.i|1|_. araly rmiramal diarragne e
the Polish Air Force on the greand. Most of
the mawn Polish air basss wers emptv: duneg
Lhe last days ol Auogust the opreaciooal aie-
crall. had  been guict]ly mesaad 1o well
camauflaped feld boses. At the zame time. the
manaeuveable hot racher slow apd poorly
armi] Polish Sghfers weee anomisy prey 1o
German csenrl ighters. From J Sepiember, Lhe
main effort of Luftwalle bombing raids wae
Lransbarted L eoad aod vail laegets, indicatinp
a kinmad ol seracegas aie warlare.

Om the other hand, 1he Stuka and seme of
che pacncipating Zerafirer (‘dostrower” or
Beavy fiphteel rRgppes aperdted in o purely
eactpcial wpr from the vory fiest diy, Hyinge an
direct suppoct of 1he necthern and souchern
Army Geaoups. After the conclusive achieve-
meent af wesraa] supeericoril v and the destenaticn
of poinl targets such ms hridges, railway june
Linns, shations and fortifications, the Ju 87
Sluka hooame 1he (zueely avebrated s bl ::-f
the 'Blilgkrice” [ wccasiunal lack ol a
cucacy u dive h—um hing waie grzily mede up ﬁlr
b 1he Frarful spectacle of a Stuka-Srafed or
fergpape diwimg deswn Lo attack wath the ine
fermal howl of their sirens.

After the first week the campatgn 1in Poland
aharaged dncreazingls intn a zeriss Of eooeol e
munt ansd destroelivn batiles apainst che ve
treating Polizh troops wesembling in lorests off
tha main eoads - which had become Lhe cog-
uliar Lareels ol Stnkas and 1he heavy Gohters.

By 1he middlc of September the rmaineily of
che remaivang Polish militury aireeafl bad

ﬂ-::lwn kex 1he :Jirl-'|1_=|-d:5 ;in n|'1:|L:r.u.'| Hu}mania S
chal by 17 September thase Palish atreeatt zuill
sepviceahle had been cemporacily zaviesl Fron
the imvazion. For that reasan, |he retnaming
F-23 and 137 lighr hombers had 16 1y theie
ocrasional wnd cost]ly wtacks apainst che
adwaneing German divisions without aey figh-
bor protactica. Adter 1le ait wab in Poliral Tadd
taket this Lure, the Luliwadb: Hizh Command
Tezan b wit hdrow imdividual Srugpen back te
Crermany bepinng mid-Septenber, wanst -
TG Scatlis bn peal eel The W ostorn areas, The
remsirne Stenfeta did nat encounter nny mare
oppesition im the air and sulered only a few
more loszes due 1o Polish anti-aireralt gues
and indaniry weapons.

Lo ibse rmeeaniLimee The capibial o peaow omel, £hse
Turlross of Meadlin becams the most premineni
pssembly and resiztance cencres 10 centeal
Foland and climbed itto the cop-li-vel Daft-
weafte Larpet s acconlimgly. As mowcky gs oo
wirtk hoefure the capital was surroondsl. on 24
Guplembarr 1954, the Polich town commandant
WwWHE raquested hv patliamentarianzs and lewf-
Tets 10 swretetder Warsaw wichouo a fight, and
i plicanes] TanflwaA i hambine sl wias 30 Gl
pislponed. Hewever, the Polish troops sar
rounded m Warsaw went on preparing for
ik fighticg: and refusoed any calk of Javing
up the lown, And socame Lhe heavs Daalsseadfe
hombing raid on the Polish capital on 35
Hlf[:-r.l-rnt:-l-r 1855, Aot A0 Aberealr, i.r'l.l.'!]ul.'i'il'lg
some Ju 32'm tremsports whoese oreses an
loaded stacks of stick- stvpe locendinry homlbs
Iy biand, mads ape te fowr soecies h1:|n'ijlng the
Liww11 ool e Eppaik |.|"|'_-.' {ira chue 1'-:||||.:-'.’l.'1|'||’.\I dﬂ_'r Lhe
I"olish defenders wof 1he hadly lamagoal and
huerane capitel showed themselves willing tu
pive in, and cha capitulacion of Warsaw was
signedl an 27 Seplember 6%

Muodlin with its Eortified mstallations wol
casemates was a different proposition, bt
s in e 20 Heptpmhpr LI Tnllewng sewaral
Sluki attucks ol couming the odd razual-
Hee mmeucrsl ::,.I-clrm:'~1|::|:||1|.e; past ol Yistula
erver, which lasted anti] T Qeeeher 1939, wich
thia the Polich campagn came Lo an enl
Nuring 1hiz final phase, the Lufraaffe ac-
i it ies weepe Temiced o reronnatzsance Sights.
mainly because 1he confusad situatioe on chae
pround had made it impossible 1o carey oul
woenupale raids on e disperasd Pelizh ammy
URLEE WL ek I;}:I:Id.i'lrl“!"r'ilﬁj{ 1 e ir ooam tecops.
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5. The ‘Phoney War’ in the
West and Operation ‘Weser
Exercise’

During the confact with Poland oo mmkbaer of
ﬂ.'_-."ir'l.p: Eamniaticons  were  withdtewwn  from
Tt | and 4 and ordeced back o therr
home bazes in Westert Gerazany. Following
the liritizk and Eeac-b doclamation of et oo i
Heplecber 1939 1he Germum command had to
Lake inlo pocount mtewsions by enemy air-
craft. and poseibly wven an offensivi-, and Gor
thase Lufifenesn Z2amd F=icuiipnet in thil nren
wer Lo wirak.

Howewer, like the Luftwale dering the first
waal:, of hastilicies, che Westere Adlial oic
Turrez were nmaler opders to aroad overflving
snemy home tereitory. and bombing accacks
werre Limated co warships and siepply vessels I
thuseazenths 1T Fﬂ*rn:]:u Armer e VA wns Ln
1the proces: of ce-cquipment and maderniz-
atnt. but bad nevartholass enneencrated all
s aweailahle Brastions: on uperational boses
in the eastero and north-eascern areaz of
Franca  immediatzly  after  mabilization
Tll.:lrlng .._.|='[_|I|"'-| 1L 3 l':l'-:l':i latkh zshdes wWeds -
gaged in horder survedlnnce fighrs. recon.
marszance  and  mocoecnal  aerial  leaflet
ilenpping snrties.

O Al agber band, tbe RAF haul stae1ed p1s
wir on 4 Feptember 1959 by a zenes of doring
and costly davume bombine attacks on the
part inzeallations at Wilhwelnashafeo aoel oo
the Gerrnam warships anchensd o the rivier
cstunrics ag well as cereyine out constant
Aving patrolz alenp the coastal approaches.

Duriag this poriod. headlines wape mads by
anirtrusiom ol Garerarling che: ArinisT sodeces)
22 Vickers Wellinpton bombers inig the
Garman Taght oo 18 Thecermber 1833, The
Lufewale singleanmined and twin-enined
ffarhi ers el npnn che approachiog and retceat-
i_ng 'n’nre]li_nﬁl:r_:-ng wilh st and r|='p-|'.|!'1.ﬂ_'d. a
total of 36 bomboers shat deset Trom a Fori-
atinn of 4. Apart from the coontrdicooes
lipares: reparding the steengeh of the bomler
formadion in the announcements of che apoos.
it s1cdas 18 15 putonishing thac che Wellinplons
mvueriviog Wilhelmshaten dol pot drap a

T4

singhe bomezk, | Tl setaa] number of ".'l.rc-lllfmg-
tims inwolved and the purpose of this “rad”
have never been cleared ap. Even al lowing fur
'l'.|.':JI.I|:'|l.=' E‘]E.ll!'l:'li.'. 1herpe 1l h.u_\-l_' |_|-|_'=_lr| mori:
than 22 henrkbeers. [ oalso spellod the ond ol BAk
davtime eapls Tr |,

Lawctwia e npeecicices agoiest 1be Bepegsh
eatwal Turces and ports proved juet os comtly.
Thus. wm sttack by part: of LT 1, K& 8 and
ES 30 on a Iintish naval formation off the west
ceeast of Morway an 7 {0ctabee 1937 resulced in
ebaer losa of munes e ralt, trehaoding three ceews
tnlerned in Denmark, Ocher LedtoaonEe sarties
lacer thar month weee durected apainst units of
thi: Hoyal Nowy o Beapa Flow, the Fieth of
Forth. Shetlands and 1the Oeknevs, oy well ws,
imereasminely during che followine months,
agawmnst che convovs and tndividual shaps.

Mo Leeeen wese ot e beeges| 3 eJae Lol i
at that time  “armed reconnwissane e’ mean:
g long-range thehts by Ju 855 and 1le 111
hambims aver the westarn areas af the SNorth
S ns Gar as the Shaalaenls Chace a taeg e ez
spotted. the peconnaiszancye changed inte a
bombing attack within minutes.

AL the time nd thus Serakreeg it "Sitting
War'l the tasks of Laftlooe 3 in the Wask
:u-npnsed el Baraee ol |:|.|' Frivml, eistnmnnis-
aancs Byghts aver France, "maper fighes” (e
wieraad TisaHet darnpping sorces] and countering
GHOMY IEATuEiums, Flere were alnost daily
clashes with French Rghiers near ela hasder
ariaa while netieatios on the gronel vere
lmiteal tisnenuetes, brsbwearen oBPOZIiOE CLECn-
natgsancy ael assaule peroups. wichout ane
notable changes an tlae hoaeder posicon.

11 wepiedd semem that Che almost petiye marroer
in which the arcasions when enemy ul:n:rnl't
hadd cove rfliow i nesnceal banle s, sech as Luxam
By [E. Hl,'-h-;ilrm Haalli n-:‘] or Thenenark, 'l.'-'l"]"'F‘
pivern the g toeatment’ e Corzian ress
wias Che tesult of a delibarale policy to qustale
G-l_"r:rn.j.n'. s s incdesions rrer meairal ter
titcery Erom bime te EIme,

This bnd of acrial warfare rlrgggesd om




during the wirter months of 1932040 until the
bepinning of Apoil 1940, withow o single o
fallimg in the interior af 1the thrae opposing
halinvns. The obly exceptions: could be con-
sidderad Gerrman hembing raids en rhe Hritish
wirfields ab Tiromnes: and Bickwall, close ta
the Huyv of Scapa Flow,

After the npeeacions of the oppesmp air
e il luaen L*fﬁ,'l;:ti-.'n,'|'_-.' Liziated booaclacka
on naval taerats wnod ports, and Che stars el el
Soviet-Finmish Winter War' on 30 November
L2939, both Bricain and Germany became con-
reened 1o serure the apen Aank nf the Scandi-
nuvian aren In the cvent, whe CGerman cum.
mand started its Operstion " Weseribung'
{'Weasr Exprcise't, che occupation of Denrmark
Marway  Boeevn acooeding B0 conceniporaEy
sl ws ‘poblicag Ll vncler the protectioe ol
the Germuan State’  jusl s fow houes sheorl of
the British measures. For the first oime »
Branclyularmed services that bad naver hefors
made an appearance on opEerations was o play
the predormimant sole  Lransporl @visLiom

T]'li.' EFH_"‘-I_"'dj |'_||_'|_'||pi|.1.||_|11 Ur .IJI'_:II.I'I r|.r_:-rL|‘:|r_'1'r|
counteies could not heve been carried owt
withnut the Keiepamarine (German Mavy) and
ehe Hirwe b V. [Aampforschweder ser Fugon-
deren Verpesdousy  Bombar Geschwader for
special vsel. the officaal desspmacion of Lutt-
vl air-lranaport [orenatinns, The bask ol
sibdiine the Dansh aml Moraegion it
Farces, concisting of only v few squedrons,
was entrusted to just ane larper Lufrwafiz
foroalinn, X Flagerearps, cominand=d Ty
tien Lie Hanes Cioesloer. s suloeeilinses ] anice
had 1o combal both stratemic and tacocal
Largels as well as the Alled leaorps aleeady
mshore im oo W sirud ek MM Y =Lh.|.'|:|p|r.p.: m
Scandinavian watets.

Tn oaascer the immenss transpors task che
zole exiFling ECans orh Cresehaacdir
(PG 2.b. V. 1) was aupmenced by another =even
Crafsport Cuppen apecially Forrosd fime this
ppreration (BRGTeh V101 - 10T Fiyuipgesd
wich Ju B4rSm aiceralt, these were made up
from che equipment and ceews provided by
Lufcwafe  multi-epgined  and  hlindHyving
sehaals Anather  transpert. Diadpoe,
EGrz b V. 108 was equipped with He 39, (a2,
o 2 and Ju 5273mWY seaplanes.

lawuhisd with pamitroepers, 1he Craospord
Grgpper Lok ofl frem  arfiells an the
Schleswir-llolstetn ares during the moerning
[ ﬁmr]l L&l The tusk ofthe alehotrna troeops
wins Lix dron vver the airtielids A Aalboeg o
Denmark amd Oele-Forneleg and S1avanger-
Eola im Norway taka them over and secure

them for The immediataly following ceanspoct
aarveaft with infantry anits. Air roevee geer the
airfieldz and assiatancy in feru nel ﬁg]:ﬂ_i NnpE was
to T prowidenl] By the RE 110 hewvy Aiphicrs of
[J20 3.

Dazpite snma imprnyisatinns due bn wencher
cinditions all 1hree @tal supply hases woeee
Taken with minimal losses.

The Morweman fostifications built into the
rocky walla of che (kln Gond were strongly
defendal bowever, aml regoired The agsislanes
of Stukwus of 136G 1 hefure the entcance into
che fjord waz made zafe chat evening.

The Rritish naval forees npeeating an the
Murwepinn constel wakers woere o censtanl
threwe as, on the one hund. chey could land
another expediticnary 2nrps and. an the acher,
they cpnld seriausly dizoorls Cerman £ 1T
uticns by naval gunfire and niwcks by cacricer
horne awcrafe. Doring the {fellowimg dwys.
thezs Britizh naval units weare attacked hy the
1le 1115 of KG 26 and Ju 55Ac: of KG 300 with
mixsal resnlee,

Despate that. the British munaged 1o land,
stronp forces neatr Namsos an 13 Apeal and
buriberscntbin Ene Rikosdalad]jord an LR April
TE4ik ins hodimg some French batealioms A ek
same tina smaller formations of Wellingion
and Hudsor hombers attacked che parts of
Trondheim, Bergen anl Elvanger, swpportenl
hy British naval punfire aimed gL the port
itsatallations and local airdelds. As o rezult. it
wis nol unlil carly in X3y 1800 clut the
teiizh -l.'lnl'.l.gt']'.lﬂ'-:'.d? conld he clenred pned This
predominance of their naval formations of the
enrwerp i aoasts Sy berockisn,

Whale 1he vegupatian gl Ehe imner eegiome ol
torway against loval eesistanes, oecarionnlly
firree, pracasded according to |.1-ls||1 fighting
agiinst the British sxpedichnmary e ps Aug-
pr_'||:'1_el:| by besre y movad aniks in the Maarwik e
cantinwed untd 10 June 190, wleeady ower.
taken by {isfman successes in cha Wastern
carnpatign, wiich Tad opened o opaoith e

Tl'l.l:‘- G-E-rms_l,n R CIRprs |1:u:_'-||r|.|'.:2|ir'| I:r\-;JL‘:I|_|F-
and Bving formations wrote the fnal chopter
of Chperatinn "Wesre Exercise’. They made it
poszible 1a estahlish and consnlidace 1 series
of auvrfields in the Ear oortl which Tater ey ed
ag Lultwafte bases for che survellanee of wnd
attmcks nn =nemy shipping movements 1o che
Eaztern Atlantie. in the Poalae Sea vipht up to
Spitzbermenn. and im Lhe Barenls Ses AL the
suLe Cieoss sontchern Y orway offered dewl for-
ward bazes 1o [adlweafFue buzber units foo vauds
are Bentland and Marthumberland

=1
2
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6. The campaign in France
and the aerial war against
England

Weiel the vecupstian gl Moresegian Leroiiary
making good progress and the seeuring of the
rupred coastline amainst attacks from the sea.
suffiviently strong fotoes of all thee- branchos
af Lhe armenl seeveces veers al the disposal of
chee Germon commumd (or Pl ol (Caze
Yullow'), the offenzive in the Wast, already
postpratied several Limsz I the cass of 1he
Luiftwz e bk Goaee s carnprised Dooletlann- 2
treneral der Flicgper Kesselrning) and Loftfot o
A {0en a Flieper Sparrlel. subardinaced form-
abions nf which kad Eeen odeplavel nnooper
aticnul bases neor the Western borders (such
az Bassenhewm, lppeshem, Veoppstddian,
Aleniliy, Weanpelnhr,  Bidnmiogharde and
w8 haersd ginee Sepembaec O Lober 1959 and hed
Hown border surveillance sarties smee that
Eiknes.

Croormighe, pn 10 3av 19490 The ponecal
Teeling around” by the French, British and
Garman aquadrons besams an exchangs of
ku-fey Tilaws The element of suepeize wys
complately on che German s4de in the air as
wall as with the German army wmts advancing
artoes heutral Balgivm and Halland acaned-
ing to the Tsickleocut” sieat ey,

TheAest blow from the air was struck by air
landing troops of Stermebteiivng Koch trom
Fi.Kgt | €1 Farachuce Heck and Sonderataffel
mekwdlden. The assault devlachoums bad by
Aot Koch had v cake the bl ockimg famress of
ithen Emael and three beidres acrozs the
Alkere Canal in Belgium, arriving on the zcene
im o carga glidees  the ficst o glulers wees
weid im combat; the paraceoops of 7 Fliegernd:.
pizine kad te jump ob selected airfelds,
Eoaterdarm-Yaallaven, Gehiphol and Y pen-
hourg in "Furtees: Hellaod', take them Tis s
zault, and thet Xeep them open for the (ol low-
ingr ceapsport areralt brinping in awr-landing
infaniry Lroups

The Zonderatafied Sclhwddden had an aven
mces Aaking tagh. with 12 racthing Hae 09 dot
planes carcyving an infanice company 1l bad Lo
land in the middle of Kotterdam. near the two

bolpes orer the Mieuwe Alaa: aml, i the
event that o proved mopeessihle e coke ol
maait. their crews Taul to staw and fhghe pggpre
hier with Lhosinfontey bolding the heidgres until
Lhe acrivel of rainlorcements.

All three operations were zurprisiogly suc-
cezsful and did wurh o make che 1uteh acl
Belpizn ¢urazands Geel pnsecamoe.

The Lulvwatle bomher force cumprising
K. TG 1, KG 3, BG3RG 4 B dv, Ko an,
EGal KiG 35 KG 3 KO a3 KGe. 1860 KG 76
and E43 7T was it actinn an level Breobing racds
all Lo Tomge om L Slpee 1940, ak fesl mesing
fiarce resistanas. At the same times the Soukas
af 5100 2 78, 77, 1WIT.G 1 amcl 1126 aeenckisd

pint twtpels abead of the advancimz army
ormations The Soboer aacort waz providad by
e 10230 36, 41, &3, 34, IAA 2 (1186 und
JGc 2L, which, toesther with the 'Zersrdrer
(‘destrovers or heavy Spkeers) of 30 L, 2, 32
and T wera nlao tasked witk clraring the air
spiace n generyl. The  only proucal
suppartfatlack Grmpge, T Sch] LG @ aguip-
parl wizh Hs 12} haplanes, waz on ammediate
rall, whiles Inmg-rabtpe and battlefield recan-
nwigsunee way in tae hunds ol Lhe individoul
Srafrein of AwfRi. Gripgen 110121, 122 and 184,
In addition, the shott-ranme [(Hi-Hraffedn of
Al Grepnen L, LL 12,13, 31,22, 33 and 11
weerrn Alpesetl % subnircdirGa bl ees Elo- i boee vy
[rmatians

During the early phasze of the Wesiern
campaipgn by far the hirhast loss rate was
sufer by KOzbEMN.L aml the stand-kw
Eara b %0, UL iand 12 Thewsiz e liandang unies
were tasked to tarpets 1n emamy hinteclond
and  eapsequently expasad o Herce  ants-
aircrulT and arcillery fire, Witk only about LED
Dperaﬁunu.] aircralt in the H-.'|p_"i::1'| Adrn
nautigue Melirarre and 10 a0 the Dok Arr
Frirce, appasition o the aic could n ameunt
Ly e,

O the ochere hand, cle TO0 Gphters of the
French Armée e S Arr wopebher with Ehe ten
RAY fighter zguadrons of the Brtish Ex-
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E:IH'.||I'.|.-:|:|'|":H:'_',- Fiareas crianrlie ik VOTY hurd gl_lll: K Tar
Ll Lufowasde lermations during the Aest fow
hiaws, Tagspite sk, The Laadflwatte wors able Lo
hald itz Tosses wichin tolecable limils, esp-
cially  aince all  Allsl  airfields 0 che
Eretch -Belgaan bBordaer srei saere kepst ander a
hadl of Germam bombe frem 11 May onward=

The nhsolide French Amioe, Lloch and
Farman liombers had az little chance to break
through the Ilak defunces of the advancing
Ciekaan treng foertakinng as il el Blorleime
aned Faalales of the British Advacced Aic Stoak.
ing Foree, More successful were the modesn
Fremch airceaft, auch as the Hloch 15100 De
Ve biane 20 Al MaoraneFanlner $06 g hcrs,
amtl espeeially cthe Lwin-coginal Drepuet L3}
wrsl Patezr 631 multe-purpose aiccraft which
carcied out almost soicidal nw-lzvel actacka
G Bider erasfings . Geman Looop wssembly
aresrs wnel gupply roates. On the other hand,
very little wac seen af the Duteh and French
naval aviation; cheir aiecralt were arly parcly
suilalle for pperntiens agnics! laml tacpels

The Alled sic forces sn Elelgvom and Franoe,
aleeady considerably decimated by the canst-
ant Boanloiecdersnt of 1lase grn::-l_l,r|.|| inzlal
lations. ceoivsd the final death blow ducing o
concantrated Luftwatte atcack on airfields ic
the Faria area on 3 Jane TSHO CCOperaciomn
Faula’l Follewing this atlwk by the Lwo
LuftAotten, which was alsc ammed at che
French armiineents anddusory, choe Frencls Aar
Force ceased toe exist, despite the Fact Lhd
aceording to Franch data it had achieved 550
cerlain and 130 probable asrial victakies aver
aerrmuen airrall by Lhiat dace

Thuring the final days of Moy, Lhe Germae
Forcds unexpeccad ]y faced a seninus emists. 1e
verclerr Eor reprend e Bl Marreedivisions Mer che
planmazl stk inke central Feamee, Hitler -
who was conteolling Lthe operations ftom hs
HO Felseieer PHRocky refuge] at Mie-
stersifel — ordersd thene halt on 24 Mayv L340
ard ;Lmi;[nq-{l Chus Bk ol |:-'.-'-r‘::|'|"m’!|'|.i.|'|g the Hiit-
15h Rapeditionacy Foeroe surcimnehial e Do
Lick to che Luftwafte. It was during chese
unintereuptial attacks on the Allied teocps in
this “canldron’ and Their evacosatinn {Cpuer
atiot Dvnamel which bepun or 27 May that
the [ultwatle bambers and tukas met ther
Al Spptfire soquadrons Takicg off Frean bases
in southern Englond, these aiecraft peo-
vidled fighter covar over che port af Bunkirk
aral el Teavew lesses 1o che appeoaching
Farmar bombiers. A T I'.Iil_';-'!i vl biaerl '.--.-l--::|1'|14=rI
whan na pperatioral Mring wias pozsilile, alsa
{favoured the #vacuation, acd by 4 June 1540
mesrl v 310,000 British aed Prench zoldiers had
Tieen =afiely taken te Lhes Bratish Isles. As
resalt ol the temporacy Britesh acoal saper-

ad

1IoTiY over e pvacuating fone the GPET
atichal steenpth of seme Qeeman bembere and
Stukyy formations had shrunk to abowe balf
thair ectabbshment - a blood-lecing that
conlil have had catasteophic conssquences.

However. the geaulually xl..:-f_‘l-u:ning CTEm Y
aerial activily during the second pheec of
th Wescern campmign gave che Lubtwafle a
Lraather apd an opporownty o replecish s
condidaralily selucsd foemations. Alchongh
Largen priorilivs were st corcenirmed on the
strategric s1de. with aichelds and porcs all che
way down o Marseillzs high nn el L=t foamn
garly June enwarls Lhe Lflwatle wis eipg
increasingly inwolvd in the tactical support
el Arrmy Tormutions, Sices che beginmne con-
sideted ag a possible task fnr che Lofewale, i
the eowrse of hest s Ll yse of Lomber
Crevchueder oy fAvicg actillery would becoms
the rule and push the idea of canduccing
strategie air warfare, as the YWestecn Allies
wepr ol .:r]_-,- duying lcom 183Y nmwiirds, moee
und mora inta the backgeound.

From 14 June onwards Lobtwaflz aperaciorns
wele dieseted i supgpare af the First (esman
Ay allagkirg Ly break chrovgl che Magine
Ling from the Zaar-Plale aren, the bemhbing
targets being the fomificabion belt and ite
linterland, The grownd attack bepan on 14
._]l_lnl_' '.-.-i.!'h AT I-Il:!".l'lll'll_'l‘ i1'|l'.-:_‘:l Al darn A biriiad
frent, lkewice after 8 Lattwsde bembaol-
naant.

After the crrupatinn nd the French capital
or T4 June 19400 and ehe carnplide enllagpze nd
the French Meorthern TFrent, Lhece were an
creasing siges of disintegranot among the
rl_*l.rl_'nl.ir'.g, cleannpralimed Fyerch wunica, whoase
will to resist wus Lo b completely Brokee nod
Isast by che onunuous Stuka attacks oo che
matin minates of cetreat. Blown up or wrasked
aicccaft on Bl corupiel Erench aichields boee
witnass to the hopeless sitaatior of thy Arrede
e "4 alter the collapse of the frones

Just s choring the Polish campaign, che
hpht ard heavy Flak aecerieg wee e bevn s waad
in the forefront o gronnd lghting lrom eacly
dune, achieving excallenc results in dicect fire
agrinst premy tanka ard bunkars. At this time
A muoker af heavy Flak batteries  were
withdrawn frem Lhe arens of several Armmies
and deployed az anl-marceaft difence alnng
the Duteh enasc. the Mavoucise pecetratior
sectar of Hriush aircralt alter the RAF
Earaber Cumnuand had ¢ nnsiderably inceaased
the frequency ef s e bnpnal moganee raids
pn Geermsar tzecitory Al che Grst direee
British-Gi-rman condtontation during che o
cupation of Norway ic was no Surprize 1o nog:
thedividiep e Boelseen malitaey anod o dvilian
Largers hecoming more and more Dlurred.



While bambing military imetallations 1L canld
happen thal hombs wouold also hit nescly
rrzadential areas. the hmphazanl. if stall
insigniieant, BaF Tiembiog raid=an places o
Geemnmy 1n June 1940 which had ne milibaey
mmpnelance whatscever must be consadared ns
thir Ert zign ol an incensificacon of bombing
weilr Aapainal civilian Largels.

The almast unhimdeeed advwmnee of Che
Geeman Atmy beband comstant preparatory
altacks by the Lultwaffe thr away 1cmss the
Laiire rognblizaeal ooeal the canelozinn of LRe
Armisticse an 22 Ju-e 1230 B vhar ceene Lhoe
only oconsional carunltive in the [ir were
caused by anti-aecraft pune  Llostilities 1n
France cam: tn an el oo 249 June [THAL

Lrroderskamelzhl CaprrrARLOINLE AT nsE
F'nu;'l.:l_nﬂ |::-_-I |'_.|.|.‘I,.|'||:|11|' 2 and }3: Fl'l:n:lr-".e'rf.r_lrpa
wiwe Bar less leequent during che fighting in
Seanlinavia aqul Rl mmopaign o Frane
However, with the completion of hoth cam-
paigna and the acquizition of favouwrably
plivced new fneward lamling grousls in Nor
thern France, Belgiom and Hellaod, acrisl
activitizs apainel the EBrinsh [zles flared up
again and were planned Lo reark their -:'.ulr'ni-
ratkion st Che Teginning of Aupos. 12000
majarefort to prepareall nvailable aicfelds :|n
these areas [or longer-term billeting was n-
ilenl after Lhoe Freswh capacalaticm, and
whole series of new aarficelds lasd out with the
aszistance of the RAIM. the 0T apd private
conteactors.

Afler i sharl peease, during wilach the
Geschavader wnil Grupmen reelenizhed theie
parsonnal- and airceaft-ctrengths, the foem.
ations subordinated to Luftfotie 2 (General
_|" fregrsched! B-ssrIring) 4_|_||:r|;|||'L|_'-|| ehar anipeyy
into thetr new hases by 5 August 1841 The
final canferanar of the firachwader. and timup-
Bt comarcumlees follessedl By oo e csasrcise
matlining the attack on the Ttritish [sles had
hesn held atche 'Hesidenz-Theacer 10 Beusazla
the rlay Thefores

Similar prepacations [or CGperatien Adfer
(Eapler wers made bv GFM Sperele. com-
mander of .uBHaee: .':!-_ il hos }:ul':u]qu.:lr‘l-e'r:c I
Mari: His formations: had moved into ther
hases in the area becween Hrase and Le Havree.

Thee taewe |y @asemy e LaTLHod1e 5 Merey

FReicks Arkeitsdienst, S1ane Lathonn Saoviee, commpalaazy
1l A TFINT LTI Trva=n 1l Ape ol LT o s Tr

e Beparartena Pl g Staleewole orgaaczation respen-
rible for al? kiads of -1r.1l.|.r:|c und n1.|'I|I..Jr'- [L=1rHAgt] 1% =h!
works [rom che Aelc3ihas wil I.h|' T AR T |
v’ en the "Aalamie Yeall' Ta Sooede: aod loadaer T
Frite Twin, was kil an an i crasbh ion Febiroare 13H2
ulber which 0 was tuken vvor by zhe Mineier ol
Munitions arl Albsere Speer, hor kasiopang e ericiial o ma-
wnld OIT avnchaeed rill O ol

fffencealvberst Srampfd come enly partialle
wndet conaderation e the plaomsd aerial
ot 115300 .'|h;'|.|r|~it Fuglaml: che Bomber form-
alinms Tisenl 1n NI_IT'-'.-“:'. wauldl have to H__1,'
uncecarted theee and hack hacausze the 15 102
juzl did not bhave the necsssary eange.
Attempizs 1o provide an esoore by ws=ing the
twar-enginud BE LT longrange fighters
fittecl  with  Lhe  socalled  “Mreckelbozch’'
(e hshond helled sddivonal fuel conk were
whandoned alter anly a few experinental soe-
bres: the BF 11000 wax Gar g wnwea el Ly frac an
-5 Feghiaer

The date of 10 Auguse 1990, repeated]y aed
continually named as "Adbarteag, the atare of
Ehas Laeerma- acrial pensiee, iz onsleading
hecavse on thao day the Luftwaffe aerial
activities were eacher lezs frequent than on
previcaes days O 11 MSugusn hopwewer Lk
introsity vl Cerman hombing raids on south-
£ Enpland inereased nociceably. Chperation
“Adler’, Ao achieve arrial supremacy nver
Enpliand, roallw baqpziee o 13 Aaapust 18480 wqLh
rrgired e Operatim Chesfoes’ (Eeahion) the
plaomed invazsion of southarn England. Tha
Luftwaffe largels cn thinl iy wees pudst Lnakal
stionz, docks and whose o]l airficlels, Tt 1he
lozpee Lomber formations with correspanding
hghter escore were fnilerd Ty bad weather
ceararliRacmas corerd 115 Lodasnadenl Taage Foloow™ wlied vt
achieve 1bs expested effect. For instanor, Choer.
atton “Lichemecr” (Zea ol lights). s planned
corneentrated attack an Hiotish airfiells north-
vast ul lenador oo 16 Adguse PN, peeeesl ol
comphete |y amel bzad b repeaisd threme dages
later, wich notahly better resulte.

Lirencdinatios ol fightzr escorts wath the
attie King boeacher and Stoki Smogpepen wWas chae
responaility of che socalled SagadTregsrfih.
roe e S (Rghter laarders) appointed 1n hack
LuftMotten. On vecount el the Lot Baghe
endurance of the 13 108 i1 was vitally import -
ant b fix 1he mes of cakeoff and reaching of
cowering pusiiam leerally 1o the minots to
avoul the danger of baving "empty fghters io
the mir at the tme of concact with cnemy
My bieee efznres. The 37110 lnng-tanmge esc0kt
firhter prosed s failure in Ehal eale- aely as
and had to he withdrawn from escorn Lishs
sann afterwards: 1ts periotmance (speud, maz-
creuvrahilily and alimb) ware decidedly below
par to hold 1 own apainse the Hpitfires and
Hureicane: [n faci. the highls waanted BE L
wiuald have requicad 1ks own fighler ceenre!

Feapnrtionally the hzaviest losses woepe ol
fered by the Stuka [lormacons  (S1wka-
rechpemder 1,208, TTand [W I:Ht}ll']_.ﬂ 11 zent to
attnek 5|'|_i_|;;-|:|ir|_|;: amel Laeul Lirgels The slow
Stuha was not only an eary prex L BaF
fighters cduring the appeoach and departure
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H]!.{hti b o JCLLITH? 0 ir| H di'.-'{' w]'u_:n I:.'|'||_: -_]u
87 el vould not make the slighteost avaszivn
mowement and thus did ool have a chames
agair‘mt 11 ||l.lrﬁuir|.|.: wil ek faster RAF
Fggliters:.

The operntianal diary of the chese Loffioc-
1en notes a tatal ol ATET aieerald surlies in
August BAL:

A 0 coneerdrated largescale acackes
R apansn destruct’ or Suconilary Largets

2T against hoppang Eargery

245 mirsclaving sorthes

The spprowch and depactuce fighta ower the
sea made il eRsencial oo Bave an eBHaient -
B8 PUACLLE Serrwiinn s -:;l.:lll_']-:]_'. HES |:|-;_'|5,H|:h|r_' L.y
anvi- thevrash-Lapedel wr haloed-oyn arepews, In
the case of Luffloiten @ and 3 thic task was
cacried out by thoe Avieg Boats and Hoacplanes
U7 SepnotdionEtRArer 3 (21e-6aa e luader)
based ar Chuerbowey.

The minwnye of Britieh prrtz and eiver os-
tuares was slartad o oo larger sale by
B Flegerilosion Tt in July, reachimg s
prak m Movember (5040 with 00 auvrcratt
sorties - neacly all of chean o biad westher nr at
||i.g|:'|.l'..

During The morth of Auvpeust the aim of the
Lultwaff: command was to haold dowes and
duesieoy the dedingive power of the RAF
Fiphter Commarad Accoardingly. aarbolds smd
alreeall ond acep-engine production facilities
were the priceity targats of Lultwalls Tnrns-
aticars |ir|..:'- Al gaoaall This Lh.:lrlgn:_'-:l ]..H.I_. :i||
Mougusl when o seeies of KAl night bombing
raxds en Beelin tbaginming 25 Aupust 1040}
induced Hitler tn alter Cha tarpets of the
"Kuaaglakarl afFuenzaen:” ael ingtasar] aof combsatting
the installannoens knl back with hombing raids
on Loodon The word ‘tevenpe’ was spoken
prubla iy o bk Busd tuaoe dince the Begitning
ral Chue wriar il was al=stined consuleeabdy Lo
inMoenee the fartber <ourse of Lhe air war. [1
happroed atatima when the fghting potential
ol HAF EFirhter Command was already sn
xhmasied Lhaal b weeahl Bawe ngedesd only g
few maore el l-concenl cated anpd cseorted Lust-
wradfe aperations: to pavn abanluts aeral supee-
vioariby mweer Bhue seasbhosrn sector of thes Briegsh
[sl+= and provide positive eic cover Jor the
planncd landing opcration. But 1t was noc to
hl.!.

IFantil Lo o hond Tween Lhee oceasiong] miss
1that had hie dwelling bouses near seme midi-
taryinatallations, che Luftwale now began o
carry A planned bronbiog raids nb” Lo, the
Luftwafle targel covweenim: Mor Toadan, A
relatively wiak atteck on & Septeinber was
followad by the Brat laere-scale bombing raid
o Laridon duriog the aderaoon haws nl 7
Seplembaer. Carried oot aradec Ehae boevoeard af

L1

'i-'t'rgtlll'{eﬂg I,rlﬂ'-.'-e'rlp:'-e'_:lI s witasck was Hown
by pares ol eight Luftwafre  bomber

eschtealer escorted by firhters from JC: 3, 27,
al, B2, 53 & oand 77 as woll a5 20 2 Thaen
fullewed a poried of had wasaher which pre-
vanted fuether daily largesealo Tboembing rauds
e Janelen until 1% Zeptember; the bombing
cenld pnly be carcied out by formations of
Eraifc! strength.

Slevertlisless 1 hee lurgasst numlber of opce-
aliorus] Loflagdfe hombers of the entive Lpe-
ation “Adier was recordid oo 15 Supbi-mkaer.
O that day cha: British reportinl 1hee logs of 27
of thulr owo Gpboees a5 apains 58 Derman
Faiarilaees bl cleae r; Lho Goerman roepocks 5p4_1]-.'_n::
of 74 British atceralt &z agamnst just 43 Geeman
losses, Acearding tothe aflicial redurnes of L
fuartermasler Genera] of 1he Luftwatfe. the
actual totsl Gorman loszes thar day were 48
ayrcraft, i 15" loss chan Bzl claions. At
the: satne Eloone ehe laaltess(e claims f 749
Hrltl'ﬂl uir‘r_‘r::ll‘l. :|r|u.~,'|'. .il_]?-il'_'l 'h.ﬂ_'-'E' I'_I-i_"'\-i_"'l'l -
sudueably vxagperated the propaganda
peeple had a fnger in the pic an bath sides.

From 20 Septomber 19990 atewaards the
Livtman are raxds nn ]".n;.r].u::n:l wersrer s holkind Eils
Tite swenming and night houes, This change
rogaicedl the assistance of the "pathfndees’ and
"Wlaevinators” of KGe 100 whicl osed the "5
Armd Y s igastioa el bowl s Do oindneate targel
arvas with Qares and ground marlsrs Gor 1The
bambers follewing afler them

(RURN R 3_'|-L|.JI:I.I‘ the avrial |'|:|'fl.'||.=~;!il.-|: :i;:iirl..*l
Englard was lett almuosl cxclusively Lo Sebos
irom dLardbember, fishter-bombers), single-
!?Ilgillﬂdeﬁf Iikks Fttod with bomb racks 1og-
sthier werlh homb-carrving BV 110 of Erpr
Crrappee 21U deeinls unich commanded by Hpim
Lutz Thz anly ather 'davtime cperators’ aerw
the leading wrews ol zome Gesefwsadar wha
wimald My alor- with chosar Hie 111 andd Ju BR
hambors 1n bwd weather conditiones, welas king
suwch vical industmal targets sz 1he Standwed
hincer Warka al Covonley, Supsremoaeine at
Sraslhuwaopitere Eascleip i, Riolls-Hoyvee at
Dierhy, Percaval w1 Loeen nr Ceylond Macoez ac
Levland, Lo mentiors only o lew, bunlang Theo
i wery :r1=lr.} low-Jewel attacks. The names uf
Hptet Starp. Oblt Buack, Hnem Dirbeck, $6l
vun Huttlar, rke Klesa and Ol Elle with
ihisic crews arae ol her- a8 sessonta-
1ive ol the many ciher highly espeeneoced
airmee: whe pacticipated in thess operutions.

The: lacal af TR aiveraft sortios 1n sep-
commber, @911 in Qo Eokrer, &5 75 Lo Moveamber and
A in Diecombaer 194940 are skl oquie hagh
vompared 10 2368 10 January apd only 1401 in
Tehruwry 1948, sigrnalling a volroresssive Lon-
dincy o the swccess expecbolions of e
Ciecttan leadership




Fv this tme formoticons of % Fhegerbomms
Tl alreaily been mreed 1o the Meaditereanaan
AR L pencdsr EE D ELn i e ke Tialan allaes
wiho hisrl eal ania fl AFIILE LalhE in i"-.r_:-rl:h_
Afvica. Because of duiffecualties in communi-
catirns and radin concenl the lahan efor to
i The aveil olensive afainst Eaglannd was
Fexnrnd b o mcare ol b ez Yha msal help
After Italy had joined the war on 17 dane 1590
formationzs of their Moo Acronawlice had
hecome active, raiding cthe islands of Corsica
Aol Bale, azel alan Brivish posicions o Fgyep
and om the Dodecanese agbancds with 1heir
ithree-enginad Sovoia-Marcketns bombers. [n
Decber 1940 the © Al (Corpa Aere aliann)
arrvvdd in Helpiom az oo Hadian ceolrabotanm
Lo stroengthen Luftllotte 2 This Corpo com-

tized the Storme 13 and 43 equipped with Fiac

H.20M baesbers, Graepen 13 with Fiat CRA2
|:|i;:-|:|r||* I_lﬁhl.-e'rsc arul {:m;.l_rh:,.l A watks Fian O Bl
monapline fghters  which were forthwath
tedesignated KG 13, KG 43 L5 BF and
S D8 anad gt el it o Laaleflannaes & A
Lhe same times the Senoacriglin ficogmiziene
with 1ts fva Cant 2.1007s hecnme Awfhidr-
usgastafel 172,

While particisating 1o neaclurog | Las[oe fa
taids on England on 24 and 29 Qetober, 11 and
234 November and 1 December L0410 tha Ltalian
airmeen, o Taeniliar witl seeaiher cond it
in Nurthern Europe, soon came e readize Lhat
this kind ol aecisl warfare wes no child's ploy
Gy Chriztmas L0 all their unita excepe X400
o8 kad recuensd tn Lhe wiorter ddedicerraoean
climes, where Lheanglicors s1aation had chin-
ped for worse in the menntine.

The firal altecopls ol long-raogs nighl Tghe-
in,e_' warrre e Tale 11 5|'plq_=rn]:-|_'-r 1040 I:I:'.' ST
Ju 280, D 172 10z, and Da 8155 of IIMJG 2
amnnsabudal by Hpdir Holaloll, Crewed o
aarmen wiakh Nesericks Bhind Ayvine experienoe,
these acrorart would take off from thete base ac
Lrilze-Hien in Holland and se1 cnuess towanls
knywn BAF Luormber hase s, heing gurhial hy
inteecepted codiesipnals emitted while cumng
1he KAF bomber sadio secs on the sroand. 1he
wlea being wo stalk and zloot T —
bess while Lhes woere taking of and agsembling
pear Lheir basez, The most widely wsed tactie
was hoseaver to hang on' behind an BEAF

homber leavimg German tervitory and ackark ic
i textbook scvie az it wos appranching s
base ta s, wich all navigariatal Tights and
arrtzeld hipghoog swilchad on, [ These wevs the
fir2l lpne camge nighe intruders’, 1 completels
new Rand of aecinl warfore which couli. ave
Toren very successiul of Hutler Band roon shopppasl
1 German people wactesl to see the airecaft
being alud down ” A Jew venre Ieter, RAF
Reaulighter and Mozguite lenp-range night
tnteuders became the scoarge ol German night
fightars arnl all her kind of night Aving
aperalions Tr |

At chat time thera were o wseful wight
it eraeplane devices o Lol e secveiee: 1he
warly nightinteeception riclar setz were sullin
fevelopment and the zocalled Sgonnor-
Andagre” JGaHe ar TTeigger b oinlemed deslaes
Tty cleeedew was snill 1J||1!-:_'r 1l

Fhotogpraphic reconnaizsanee and carget-
efect pactures ware an essential part of 1his
aerial l.':-ﬁF'I"I.‘!I"."P-. el airceadl ol vhe long- THnE
recindissancy  Stofeln were  operacimge
almost caily, Axing olone and wichout Aghter
escovt, all over 1he Tricizkh Lsles cn take the
necessaey photegraphs, wilh coeeesponlong]
buswy Insses,

The shoert-cange (HESMa8 s, sl equipped
arich the Hz 126 high wing monoplanes, ware
contined o Heanme lncal reconoanissnnes sorcies
1Nnwi'r r.|:||_' '[_':h:'!u|1r||_'~| 141|:;4_=|.|'||_'r wil;.h -:_'||:_|.~,'I:.:_|| .;n'i-
acion umts and camoulape-checkinge Aurhis
over pwn rmliary installaticns.

That Chparat v " Seelee’ (Huler s War i
srbive Mo 18 ol 17 July 13400 s pot carrid
oul was in part becnuse che Luftwale did ne
succesml b gainime aetinl meastety over south-
LR F:n_p[].'l.:|1|| anel an paart kecauze of douwhts
the Crerman noval comemmmid basd recacding che
avaulabality of the necessary crabsparl ca-
pircity for such an o waelieetaRing, Wieh all bhiat,
thi miain reaspn Foe Lhis posiporement of che
mtendel invazion of Englend was mast prob-
ablv Hatlet's prancipal goal, war aganst Com-
rauniel Busaia, whio:h bl ensole b 1'!-11:-ﬁl'|:‘:5|-:'1|:'!|-
st anlenbions agquike clear by 1ls policy ol
annexrcion ofter the Sowiet Finoish Winter
War of 193940 and then 1he occupation of the
Eoltir Beates i -Tums 134G
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7. The Balkans, Greece,
Crete and the
Mediterranean

Uptimizaedaily reparts from the ltalian allies
canld nnt hide the Fact that in the [talian
sphere of interest somnh of The Alps chings
wore i what they were cluamed to be. The
offensive it Greece, stacted by che  [Pace ' ear]y
an 1441 sitheut siny canesliuabion wilth 1he
Grerman srovernment, bad ot begged duwn, as
had the [talian attack 1n Sorch Africa, which
wis beld wpsat the labyan—-Egvptian border. A
Fhivgerfzarms and nne Paonaerddovisoas, affered
by Hitler La the Tesliom dactator 1o supgorl el
operat1ons on Mockh Africa, were tucned down
by Muszolinm, Mow, howevar, as 1the lalian
Adivisinns were nrcesd Lo give ap nne paisitans
after nnother in Greeoe and Nocth Africa and
[talian predominance in the Medit-erasaas
Aares bBecois Waceriaing, Coeriran assisLonge L
stabilize the sitwation was mose welcome.

T'n protect and keep the ol outpul going o
Eopzmania, the noport of wlick was ol greal
interast Ly Geemuony, the German government
had ofeted che Komaman King Larol che
Aumantane- of GRcrman o reoy ancl  LufewilTe
missions already 10 Feplember 1290, and hoth
had been accepted onmast friendly terms. The
precencs af Hritish bases o the dedioee
Tz aren and the unmistakable demand: of
the Soviets 1o have a greater 1inAuence in
Bulparia, az well as the cecupatinon of The
Suraits gl 1he Black Sew and the Seo af Mar-
mari would have cernamly be taken =52 a
threat to the south-eastern arsa of che Med-
itereanaan basin and indwee che Corman g
errnznl L Lisbia Pl (R & | Ak ol p (NI EET N | RO I:_'qurrl:llir_:-n
"Sonacnbieme (Sunfoweck, military assistance
to che [talians. was about to begin.

[odwea o prvriicipriCica basl ol vl v siisriged
i Decembsr 1540 when  the  antire
LI EG 2.b. V.1 was deplot-d south ta assist oe-
anddequats: transport wnits 0f Lthi- Seoin Aerp
moefien in sapplving the Dalion imeasion
forces in Gresrce by carrring out daily creans-
port Berhes tn Tisi and Dewali in Albani.
The Tollawing muonth X Flagerbgrss olso

began tomore south. sctthng on various basa:
in Italy. Uke fovmations ibyalved wer- LA
PR, [A0A3 1. [R50 [ and [[1G 1, [DRG 28
and 1[FE14]. which (wrmaed 1he sdvance
guerds of further Luftwafs units operating in
chat arven.

Tl brst [oaltsa M [iarrnatiom se01 ko Rio-
mama e in Movember 1899, after 1t and
Hurgrary had woomed che Theee Power Part,
wras {03 F8 (111103 52) eeqaipipoead wwich BT 104F;,
hargend ot Buea rest Pipera or Ehe prodectien af
Lhe il alds. Bulracin and Yuroslavia cncared
inco partnership with the Axis Fowers in
tdarch 1941 and serzed 1w stoengd bhen their
positions it soutbcastern Evcope. Dut then
Lome 4N anti-povernmeant coxg 1n Bolrrade nn
27 ek 1941, Eallnwail b chaoge of gawien
mimt and a Sovict-Yougoslay fricndship pact.
which crepted an unforesesn, cricenl sito-
Atiren ik the Balkana, T'o eleae it wp, Hitli-esaw
unly unee possiblaly: The cocopation of Tuge
slavia, and of Greeco, where the Britizh had
estahlished bazes beginning T Maceh 811
The Twbrwafe lTorces In that sns comprised
[uftote 4 and Y11 Fliegerkarps. paris of
which had been statinoned v Romania and
Bulgarim sanee Jianazes 1947 {11 amal TITENG 27,
(e G2 15 G, [1EG 26 and [5G 1) These
werg now speedily reinforced by other form-
aficns oo Bactrn o pew-eTul air sbrike Dorce.

On G April 18] Lubvwale formations over-
Hew the Serbian border - Chperation Mot
huiad Liegaze,

Targets Bar the [irst doy were 1he Yoegoslne
sicfialds end the fortifications of the capital,
Belgrade, Meosc o che cnemy aircoaft wocre
-:i-e-r;l'.r-:’::.lhc! h:. el and Jow-lowel getacks
their parking places on niefields, and soma BF
IIAE mprhcers, axpories] ta Yopashava i L5k
war shot dawn 1n gir combae On thol firse
day, the Lubiwaffe unitz reporced Jd total
lass2s due to eneny Actine - the Bighest loss
ausita of che -ncire Balkan campnign. On the
following days 11 waz practically only anti-
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abesrall aietillery that the Qorman cnTepews
bl ee wate h v log bacdly another Yugesloy
diecraft woas soeen an che aie

Thiz changed durisg clhe nctae ks anonlitary
Lastallations i Grecer Beginoong 14 April
1941, when 1he daily Lufowale loss mate -
crodsad guite conarlevably. Froon then o
LaftwatSe airceewes biul eoceal soich Gres ks jamed
tritizh ﬁg'hr.:_'r:.'.

Mol L opaadd g call commaications the
targets of [uftwefle hombee wnd Stuka Goupe
Lo wer: Alan troap assemhly ereas ol trins
port slips with whach the Britiah tried to land
reinflorcenent: and muwdered supplies. The
Tugoslay army cupitalated on 17 Apeil The
Italian enncriBucian o thar e CHT PN Wwihed
Tirmiced ges 1hae advanes he the ltalian Szeamd
Army along che IRalmatian eoastline; choeir
min intetest Ty i oereiterial claime

YWhile tuenivg the lanks of Greok defensive
poziions the Eultwals hombecs were 1epi-
cially ance ARAIN usesl Tor Lhe g ijcal sappoert
of army unils, past as shoetly before an Yugo-
slavi., On the ether hand. the oparational
prlanz of X Fliegertveng insonthern [aly wore
eretirely sirab-gi;, oarmng the ahole Opher-
ation "Marea' [USLG L IITKG 30, 117G L.
LGS L I 4L TKG 26 and TITVKG 3 heul,
ll':-gg'l.'t'lwr weith Dualian syosdrons, .|_!1.=||:|_-;r_'|j Lhe
BEritizh supply Dase Moloa wich itz intertwinesi
arrfizldz. and chus ceed down che HKAF fighoor
squidrans thero awd pra u:-nt:lil thieie ceans-
Ner e e 1=l cpomesse peninEota,

The RAF squadrens stotiensd o Greecs,
wquipped etk Gladiator  and  Hueeine
Agghers, Blenheion and Wellicgorn bnrnbers
arml Evearnler shoel range cocanminlss=mng e i
croft. fOew dwilvy and wery costly attaeks
against the vapidly ailvancing Geeman 1livd-
sicaris, s resul ol whech ehe BAF Boaenaljons
were prictically elimicated o few davs, The
rermznitgg A0 or en alecradt were withdeawn bn
Aalta shorly wefore Breinsh teoaps hegan 1o
eviunly CGreeer {88 April 141 The Greek
sgutdrons, equippad with obsolete mackinss.
Iiad nce chanae againgl 1he sopeerinre Laaltwali-
nany ease O 25 Apral ceme the third and
final pact-capitulatkon of che Grock wrmed
tarsres, amd onoe again thers was o stable
pulitical sitwataon i soulhvisslern Burope As
tare foreign erndt’ anchored sule By sile thore
now ool enly the two atrong Betiah islnd
Liass af Aaha ool Ceete - 1.|'||.:|-r.|‘5.|.'r will w
nombier el sznaller islands - might on Lhe dxis
loatatep.

As oa spribgkoacd bee Bhe Morth vl
Elusatee nf war armd e steabegucally waloa e
Euer Canal, the islnnd alf Cretein the qaut hern
Aagean ik af grean importanoee bo the Luwdt-
wale, Crate scoukd only be taken by L combieerd

LLA

navy and actny inviason oron anosielbuuimg
apreraticn. In both coses the nisk was great:
afleral]. most of the 20,000 or 5o Brinish tryops
cwacunted Bromm Crrsce-, wer- npw i b peEL
and fuecher eeinEnmesments coyld e e perctenl

The (rerman command deeidisl i fvoor of
anair landeng which, Baotn s Cpu-ralion
"Merker . wonld T sapporierd b emallor
seahorne landing unit: irnnsported mo ore-
piisLt tore] Tats .

The air-lamclang Gares o Teons X1 S eger
Sorgas (et el 7 R eepre oo ) corminaamclisd
b flvm €Merst Furt Stwdent arhieh wich s
subgrclinidted teaneport Greespek hid bo carey
the pavatroops acd parts af o dMaowntadn Divi
slon, As bl Dirceek aicfiedls wil oosee rele
runteays l:'|".'|-e'u r:'i.-:. T'.":'I-:_li. | 1'||| ]_.:s ris-xi_:.:l] '|1.;|H hr_'q_'n
taken ower Ty Loftwafe nember formatians.
1he 300-cdd avaalable Ju 383m transporters
had te be dusterbuied on toenpataeils hardesed
aichiehls wenumml Arleqns, The reons el €
e deplosad Tor s sk owere 1 oaped
R 2 W1 RG th Vo178 KEGrzh VA
GOLT00. 102, 106% and 1ELG 1 cowing Frepae for
1he DIFS 230 ek praliasaoln gplders.

ko the moming el 20 5AG s 1937 thae lirsd Tolly
Il ed Ju 3205m transports lfeed of feom cheie
H:|r|||_'|' wirfelads, pIJ| Iinp; mbind  gnnrnanus
duaty oluwds: which carmpleeels bBlimbidd ehe
rilats af 1he lolloveing Staifefa ancd delanel 1he
ssean il alber tahe ol While the slewer aur
|.;|r|_r|i_1'|g Frm:ilieans weere g Ehoir wae tha
lufows Be nombars of Taomd [PRG 2 Tk 178,
1B 28 (B 1110y amd the cnbice 51 G U
coneenlesbi:d oo bust one tirgst: the aicfeld at
Maloeme arol W= syrmovmling sirest, A choe sane
Cirre: Eloe L6 L1005 qE ] cocd 100G 26 5 ogzet haer with
B L0%: 06 11 simd THAG 77 worked over known
anti-siremall el arcillery pasitionsg o Low-
Tevrol wttacks.

The Hest DIFE 230 glidves with paraoroaps of
the Azeaule Repiment Janded while the asc
Tow-love] srrikes wore 20l hoang flown. Their
1azk was to holl down che vieany resscance
-::|ur:i|'||; LT I:'.jl_lq:.-.'..':||'|!__rl |_'|:'|r::-;_'|‘|||[|' jun:.]:- il B
clinr 1he airfielsl for the Ju F40mM 1eim=pans
curesing the mounton ceaops and supplics

Gorman e ngs :IHL'IiIIHL t e E.,'!'II'l‘.lJ:-' ﬁp’l‘l.l:-
v Britesh defonders were alarmingly Ligh
Auring the first fow davs, Most of these losses
were inentral during che airhorne assault
o e the AT TR R of 1, 2 and 3 Farachute
Figinie s were |'|I_=-!,'|_'|||'_':,-'..!-i.|'.' dangling vralher
thanr ‘vhutes, affering an deal targen A
the sursivors harl Eatensed smadl combac groups
Al ',"_||_=-E'|_||'| to n;_"|4_=::r Lbsi e arcoed The aiekelid
Lhie: Firsk Ju 38 00m bransports cmall conae in 1o
e o che wmevor s and the meaehy Nac
coascal =tripe The Lancling area was under
sronakant ememy arbilheey el seibhin o few




Haaws the Malome aichelds and s aureaucls
lucked like am wirernlt comueteey

In close couprrution. the parulroups and
oo ntain teeaps wradual by moved miland leom
WAt Loesisl, ecicbaee el By e by Landed Teeern-
alians, !'R.I"I,'Ilrirll:" tlur ixland |.':-_'.' 1 Joeers 1941,

During thiz time the Reeul Soaey was oee.
sent i fores, first in soppoert ol the dalondimg
Heitish ceaops and then aasislicg Dhe evan
atjon The Brtish crolzers aod destroyvers
oovrating around Crets were 1mocurn the tae-
pits I'or 1the Luftwafe bombers and Soekas of
Land A3 | and 510 1 and 2 who manaced
Lix sindke nivne warships anrl 1en Feraghiers

The total pevsoancl losscs n Gghone for
Clevno aneoaner] e Ehe Diekman siedes o 1,300
sl e 1y Tosys Lhyor 27000 mi.a:'\,'ingl while s hae
official licatish casualey SFures list 1750 dead
and 12230 POWS. [Thasks co “Lcea” rode
brsaking  oserataore, thar Beitish commppan:d
urieleer {eenera '|"r|.'_'.'|!:-|_=r|:;_ W wepe |'|_|]|:.- LT-
lormed of Germen plans and scrength - che
first time such 1 sitvateon arose in the wae
Clbesle woias clelirlisd ke J38 G40 TR {32,1[2
Fioitish and 102858 Greck). of which 18 G600 wero
evacuated  official Agures. Tr.]

For the Derman paritroops s losses
J'|'|::-r|'ﬁ1=rll.|-c] H |.'|||_|-:_'.r|]||'l'.l'.i.1'|g Ih.;|1 |'_||_|i11f|_|]|:c in-
dicated the piskhs invaolvod inoon awharne
londing omone prepard Lremy oppnsit .

lea Ll bResat e, |.|||i1-:' nrnewcalicoesl seed vomeler
Ehu! LI MECEL SECECCY WLARS, ACLIOT wAs tken
trom mid-Alayv 1931 1o caery out the Fiibheoe's
LHrecchve Moo Atk Ta soppert aoasti-Beilizh
I.IF_:IF:I.-G;I'I:": i 1r.:|||_ a 5|:|1_=|:f|.;|| Lufiwatfe wmt
koown ns  Sogderfommpiando  Juenck owas
piattrosd. Ldrecely sobairlingles] 1o the Tagll.

e ffe Hugs Camarmanl, i1 consistorl of 4070 76
with Bf LLODY heawvy Rehters. 4 /WG 4 with e
1LLE bombars and che Franzpolsiafel Hother
withs o 2% 30 aol o =G Aarceafl Wilh e
recssrs paanlksd peor wilh I markings, 1his
small formution wns hassd ac Mossul s
cureicd ouwt bombanpg ruds and Powelevel at-
tack:s on Beitizsh aarfeldls an Rabbacoiva and
Shaibainl arrl bpeop cocamprnents aeoael ehee
[ty captwnl. Ioweeer, the Dritisn guickls
managed Lo goc the boreer of this ofort co that
the Crermmin aircrewes Aol o be ol led ek b
e ron |:r'_r tre Srst o weeek 1 June TLdL. r:lur:lnj{
thisse teansport nnd trmsier Mighes 1he Taufr.
wifo made use of French military wichelds i
Svria ai intermaliace landing grownds.

Seall :1|-|'|*r_'L|'|J |:|.'.' char defear an darpocs L
Batizh diviswons in Murth Africa could
withstand the advanc: of che oewly formec
Ihnsishes Afeils Korpe (104K undar Daneral
Ervein Bomznel As o oresole, |1-e'.'|.r|].' Lo welne ke
tereitory given up by the Habians night up to
thre Egwprane boeder was remainsd dunng ibe
Crorrnam cgmazler e e whach bepgan on 31
lorch 1M1, supperced by German and Ttalian
squadrearns.

Thacks o the orrugating of Crete i1s 1ie-
I"||_'-|H-5 HY ]rlnl;”-:_":r': .;|r1|| F{.'Ll-'ll_"”i :_'c_:Ll]r| T W Tai
vsod by Luftwalbe homber Grgpoen acd ¢00-
Srneffeln priwvicusly Basi=d o Geecece, The Torm-
aticang Thos alle to supaore the fAphting in
Corenaiea wers LG 37, HVEG 6, 111 anrl
NILG |, LSRG &, Wsed 1, 10510 F and
2 E W23, mnprasang thee ockeus of X 0egee-
korpes o bhe Meditermwmison area. In the nusin-
timc. Opernticn “Borbacossa’ was mudong foll
dematidz on the bulk of Lufifeicen 1.8 4 ond 3.
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8. War on the Eastern
Front

The vnlilare st 10 Gl Soediterranezn,
France ond the Zcandinavian arca tn Juns
1tH L :.I'mw-:n:l thiat che poaspesls o cealizing
Hirlar's praditisal goal, the desteuction of Bol-
shevizm in Evstern Europe, wera hopeful; the
Getmans veckonsd chat, with a touly stact o
cha s sl '.:|.-.5|1'|g L:ll_'l'.i.-:_':-,' simi|:|r [FT] 1_]1-;_'.5-;_'
successfully eraplaynd in peesisons compaigns
i wewmled T possilale o reackh 1he Yoles bevond
Meoscow, and the Caucasus i the south, befnee
il csed ol wintiec.

The plans for Operacon "Barbarozsa'. in
prrepsaraticn 2irace Lhae el gl 1990k wveere ripaw Lu
by gt g clliect os guoackly ws possible,
stacting on 22 June 184 With the albed
Finland 1 the naorth and the Hungariak and
Frnvarian pariners i 1l sonck 1he o
atiumal siimadion was very [avourable Far an
offensive an o fvane steceching from the T0th to
the A31h degreoe ol latilodea,

rl"||_! ':";'Ifl'll:lll.lﬂ':i!\'r!-' I.IE- !_,-I.Il-t.ﬂl;:lt.t.l'n F: |:|I.:E'|'i
Ztumpd 1in the necth, LF 1iGen Gbersr Kaller)
in chr East Prusdian acea and northoen e
e rrmend scenpinl Prolandy, LE & OGP ™
hf_awlnngll in sautheen Genergigouernmoent
and LF 4 {Oew Obare! Lihed e Slowvakaa,
H-angary woul Fomao, il received anliees
catliming the locming-up deplevyment on 13
Jananey 41 According oo thesa orders, LF 1.
2ol 4 bl LL{FY- ‘in!rr_.'?’r*'n!.ll. 00 LvmaaToe St Fieder.,
34 nf_rht.l:r Staffein, 18 ceplacement hehler Saf-
fein, & Lerstérer-Htoffeln (henvy rghtersl. 5
rieplacernenl Tieavy ighoee Stafiela, 241 Suaha
Staffein a8 cosstal-aviation Shefole ut Lhelr
dispozal. In additwon. 70 short-rangz and
FParnzer racnnmzsanee Stafieli, 141 ]cunr.,r -Ca
Teconmiissanoe St ared 11 coaorinee Slaf
Fedre weok e directly subardinatesd to the thooe
Ariny Llvoaps,

Mmieaally, LF /i was intended az am oper-
attoral reserse, lesyainge LF 3 alone 1o con i
acrial warfare agninst Britain and hipping in
the- Aflantic. az well asz prowvidung detence
againsl Hritish pencteacian ol the ie spaos
over Geeman-oceapisl werietorics wml Cer-
many ezl

L

Mt 0303 hrs on 22 duna LB1L, al izt Tight, 1he
Hral (rormian Lenenlier GegeRopgefer ronTied
acknss The Germian-Soevien decarkalign Tica,
1theie cargets - the aichelds Lt was a matliar of
]‘.l'lttlr'l.[.: Sevdiel air puossee s haerl as possihle on
s alvameas] Tossies ab the very hegioming and,
m Tk, scme BOD 830 Sovict miecralt sk
destroayod an the peawnd cn chal vary fiescday .
Thrapda Thad, sevanmes o] 1- lH.=|r||_:| I-L5) ehivers
theew  themeelve:  apainst the  German
Crescfoader during thew second vaid. I clie
aflornnon bepan the Arsl attacks Ty Son el
SH-2 and 1PH-3 hombers gn adeaneed Loli-
g warficlds, U wws an ancsnny expericne:
the Soviet bombers appeared a3 o oo parade. is
strict Gormation Higkd, haldicog Thair @ourae
Lhrosaglks tlue anciiecrafl fire sl Tofrwa e
Aghtee attncks The eesuls were 1erable: one
alter another the porecly oo in-enginad Soviot
Leremhzers Fell wichirn oo Cavrcoan dsloncas, By
ceening the teal mamber of Sovier aiesral
dezeroved an che pround and in tha asiv had
risunn Lnoabk leasc 00 - a aneedas balaones
WRMpae in the ontiee wnr.

The fast advanes of CGerman army form-
abipns Aoring [T Aok ks alao geceonsd 10
iedicate that Hitler's ceckoning ool s ll bae
e1ght - to reach the planncd operatiennl geals
ubThis campaign by Mooreosbor. Saporiorinthe
air ke Dot dfo ool ive - greesdnd e
ol the cupport they needesd wich Thie pesele
1that in the end choz support became &0 mdis-
prierysia Tl chaal Ehoe OB (H g b nremandd od ' the
Lafvsadfed prwlazal s beegan to Tose saght of i
real task, steateple i warfary,

Combat peports of the bomber and Stuka
Crepepen menlien calwny sbation:s, cailsay
lies, bridgess, oy junrlions, irop i
5-EI!|'I.|.1-|.:'.' nrens, mreilloey positigrs, brid pehead s
and many octher tacprts which ace mlwys
connected  wich  inunediate svents on ithe
f_.rrn:_'mnd el seladven el Ber clan 00 sy holand
the Efromt hine:. TPoswer stalions, odoslrol
palnhlishments, supply  anseollacons el
supply rendres dee e by metdaaaed oo laggeot
doty lwses [or 1W104Y Bosides an :||_||'|n||::-r5|;.'|l'.r:




percepion ol s role the Lofwaly alzy
Lackeal aircrafl cvpes of suthcient vange to
varey il long-teem cazks invalving a masaivo
concenttbion ol cffart Ino fact Cheration
‘Larbaroesa’ was planned by the Crerman -
mand an the zame lowss as the preevicus
‘Rlakeieg campaigng, without eegard oo che
Hepth ard Breaddrh af Bussian air spag,

The Grae sz of & crisis haean to show in
Cledoabe:c 1811, wich e araen cal Ll el pericd,
and sirly i Pecember ehe crisis was thire in
carnest. The Laulbwaffe roids also changal-
mzcead of the goal of the ofenzsive, dMoseow -
wlizch had Dece the siclpent of Aonwe disowrh-
arn- T1i!.|."§.l irl. {.]I: 1.':":’:! 'r .'Irl.ll 1‘;':]1|'|'|'|'.|.':II'T 'iILh':'
e Taieds e o em ser woereaimed o che Gorky
inddwstranl centes, ag well v the town:s ol
Hecburw, Srpsalensk, Oriha, Hetmaisk, Ahoatarire,
Bace, bt cspcially Beningead, which hod 10
sutfer a hail of German hombs. Wich the
v gl pE KO 26, WD 30 amd Bl 100 all
alhet Lufiwatfe sombser Geecfneades had in the
meanuime been teanslorred o che Eascern
Franc, and Flee2L0 g Teconme SEBEC 210 a
Bogh-speel homber  Creschaceder Equipgual
with IM LLDe, it Bew surprize attacks on Sovict
Levan e Acnl 1@tk eaeanhly areos and appoosh
rowdly Twhind the front lives together with
WiSehl LG 2 the anly  asswalt/ground-
st e of the Luftwaffe.

The Stubagezefoercter 103 aral 77 L eyguip-
pil weirh Lhoe du BV rer the lenper-eanging |]|Ll
ATH. remaimed the "water careizes ol the Army
-:!i'-.'i.~,'i|_||1:=:. T|'|-e'_'.-' alza hall 1o erey ol I:|'||_- [{NNES &
movers of all Lofrwafe focboacinns, Ten some
cazes Lhe arens of concencraced main zFect
weerr [kleerls nf Kilame becs apast.

Ty 8 Septernber 19410 [eningeal was v
plitiely surcoanded, leaving anly che Bandora
lake as & possible supply roule. duse 1wo
wanl hs Latec, []|u'rﬁli|:-r| 'T'uflfuu' ['T::'E:-hl::-nn].
the German atteck on Moscow, pot Tiopgasd
dawen 10 Russian wanter a few kilomecess from
its roal. Apact feom that, there were alzeo sipns
i Eveete aveial superiarile in thas seetion. The
fromt lines of the Geeman Army Groups
serck ard Cerain- Bad becarne fiaed wlen
steong Soviel courder-elacks egen caely am
December 1901, gracdually forcibg Dack the
Crorman [imes Thae Fualiaysdbe conldel baelp pnly
inteemittiently becouse i lacked pro-hesnng
mstallatiens for the feozen aicceaft chpines;
el weinler was viery harsh, To eelieve Tanan.
grad, the HSowicts achicved severad break.
chroueh penztrations south of the Ilmen Jake
andanacy L4122 which resuloed o choe feaahl-
o ol Wholm with 3300 men ol the
Kempipregee (combat group) Schecer, and
sdabries 300, W rnern ol 11 Arenw Lapps subrodnided
in The fli'l.'rnx.lr:ual-c arss. A mnmber af T ftwafe

Lranapert Grupped were quicklys deplosisd o
E-I.LFEI|.'|-|_l.' thedis suercaneded ITHE Ared s
Frive Moreik was appainted Lo fflronsgord s
eor e sramsEparl lepder) to coardinate these
elforts. The sie-supply sarties bopan ar 20
Febroary 12 will seven Crarssim D e n
lov tho- "Canlelron’ ol Themyinsk thoee weee twn
provisional aicfclds. at Demyansk atzell and
Pvesty, whote che tranzport accralt cowhl
wnlaal Lthisir kg oes.

The daily supply quota was =et a1 3H tons.
an ampessthle target Bar thee 290 availahle
eraaEpHrl seeralt, ol which unly an AVURAEL ol
A= prer enl weres secvicoable at any one
tmie To belp oul. enother four transpeat
Crugpes weee made available fram LF 3 arcea,
fallvewel varly in Aarch 189425 by apether four
craraspror! Gorpreped formad unedee che acpes of
the Chicl of Luftwsffc T'eaining. The starting
bnzes lor this aic tranzpors fliot wiees The-
aichclis: w1 Pakawv Wi Pekow Souck. Higs,
Davpavpule (hoeks i Taoevial Eereweye-Sely
and Twlebawa, o to the destroetion of ats
small lwmiling rround and the diminizhed a1z
af the auldeon’. Khelm Bl to he suppliad by
anr 1:|rl:‘:l|.|.=~. aruld orne WAy lr5||1 LN LT g|i|||_-|:':~_;,

Blath age-supply oparstions wore AucdEhs-
Nally caeried auac wnlil slboane 1902 when chae
sucrcundel Geeman Sroops were relieved. Tin-
fortunately this lod to the etroneous asaump-
i Lhae it wanld alsn e pnssihh- toosapply
Trger Jurmationy from the aic A the same
cme it was averlocked chat the teanspors urits
had Inst 26% aieeralt avel &85 Arcreew - nehol-
ing mest of The instoustor persomns ] fron
Avineg traiming cheols impressed anto the Last
Far transpnet e,

Right through 1992 1he Chicfs ol ehe ches-
LuftAptten bad their hamds fall suppurting
aicondicg Lo the proven patteen che armivs
damd Pancer Garaups Fron the ane im thebr
positian  warfane, e helrawal  moees ol
nreak-throueh battlce. Toints ol massed con-
ventratien for the 3ving lfermacon: developed
ar Lk soubhie-rn sietae af The Eastorn Prant
during thee siege of the Sesasigpul foetif
cationz [Janwaey—tuly 15800 the pdvemes of
the Army Cooup A Lita the Cauwcasus
fefrals Simvernbieer TH32 D Lhoy sl v towands
che Control Dom oarea Clunetduly 13520 anrl,
wnder the 2ode-name Deawnschwos’. during
!]'u:_' :3:-_;.-::||.||r Ll '.‘".1.'.1]ir||.:rﬁq.!-

[Despite impressive victory scores achlevel
by waclivadwal fighter pilots, werial supeerinrics
had alceady besn lost over mans ssctors of the
frontline. Meew Sowie mireTalt Lepess g lodieag
the AT 3 oand JaZr A amd the frst Lend-
lcase supplies Tvom the Western Allics, all
helprd the Sawvivts b stand cheir geowewl
againzt che Lufrwae and mure
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In [eCOEnLLIOT il 1] situation,
Sekleehtmpzrhwader Loicloss snppareigrinmnd
attark womic] ad Tieen Tormied an 1 e sErengl b of
twe Gregpper Jrom ISchl LT 2 o January
T%e2 anad wgenl opeecatioeealle ws ool Torn:-
dlion (being oguipped witstne GIL02E Aghier-
bombsers wnd Hs 125 and F3 1298 cloze support
aitavatth on the southorn seator of the Eaztorn
Franl.

Toe aperational activitivs of LE & n th:
Morwemian and Fuonish aeeas had only
Bimted infeance oo the gourse of thoe 21 "!]
on The Ensteen Frunt Until Augnst 1941 the
cperatianal sartics of the Ble 1111 s of [FEG 25
and Ju fRAs o KOG30 had e exebosivels
rige:Luenad omlbang racds un Beitish pects aod
davtime attacks on shipping along the cascern
showes of the Lieitiah fsles; hnwevee, docing the
Falluwing munths The Lombers were peadunlls
meved fucther necth for ot 2er tasks, Thewr nese
baces woreat Alta, Bodé. Banak, Kirkenes 1ed
Erardufng in nnrthieen 20amwny, Aical Prtsamaan
Firlanel, amel cheic corgets wers Lhe Allosd
ships plying wilh war matceial for the Soviois
arculd the Moasth Capes, the supplys poet o
tlurrnsnsk .:nr| Lhe durmames moilway [1ne
The ceconnuizzunee and weather information
lar theazs oparations in the Far oerch oo ora
nhtaiced by the crevs of FWelasto & (weatioe
reconmatssanee Al TAFITED  apd
1124 Inche meantime, IViZouxa)/ Lz 1, m
close cooparation wich che Fineazh Army
[_.'-r,:-rr:-.*, .~:u|:|r:-|,|rr.Fu‘] i baneless 1o Katelin l:_[]'r:-::'r-
wtion Sikeriickys - Salver Fox)all the wav up
to che White Sea. The Gghter Torce was pro
dolesr] o [aaneed T3 LMCT F7 aamed hoe "hoesee ¢ fighoer!
Staffel of JG 77 unitz. which lcom Januasrs
12 Formed the poelows aof JO3 3, tae " Rizmcer.
Frsctiamadker' [Polac Sess Cleenbwsade e,

Until March 15998 enlv lone-znling freigh.
T and tanxers appeared oan B seoreer
roports of these Polarv-bazed Lufiwafe bomber
crewe, alChowgh Al conyoes Taal hoeea 5aal-
ing along the deifi-ice [Tne, transporting war
materials to Murmansk and Arkhaneelsk
s e straer T8, AfDer surh a canv iy T
bieen spotaed Mo @ he Srst dime pn & ATare b 1902
by a Uarman reconnaisswnce aieeraft, Goe
(et Sturmnpl hegan sending combat acreeafi
At hi= dizposal = incloding The Fw 200005 of
[FRG 40 ondeliberalae acrogks oo Lbae e sigaply
routas. Feom 2 1o 10 July 1842 toe obyjeetive
wis Convas PR LT, whicn lest 24 ships while
coiline aroctl Lhe Sucth Chape. vews e s
later, %Lg:nmn 1d Feptembarer, Convox POE IR
Inst 13 snps Lo tu ttwa e bombers and torpoed o
branhers in josk own davs, Bot such sueecsscs
WLTE TIOh GO,

True to weather conditions up norl b during
the winter 1543 cherc were few longer

[

aperacional peeiods for these surial setivitics,
wndd 1his wag the time when @ disster for 1he
Lirrman Zixth Armv and the Lufewabs coace.
porl awreralt waa in the making ilewn oo the
sobhian seinr ol the Eastern Fronl: coo
Eeapeely of Stuliprad.

Chn Lhe baziz of experionce gained while
sypplving the Thouyansk cauldron’. 1he
Corimandecan Chiel of the Lultwodfe, ferchs.
rearecfurfl Jlermmane Gornng bad guarantecd
Bl ssir supmly of the beleagusered Fralingrad
Areny pwhich hal besn soeroorded] singe 22
2oevveanbier 18323 30 Hiller's prezeneoe. Sceocd-
ingtoorders. o duy Tuter Gen Les Fickag in his
nuew capuelty as Lufiversorsu ﬂg.eﬁ'.r.'trrr Healin-
grad {aie supply leader began to asziaalle all
availabebe: Transpaor aireral® o1 Tarioekia Lp
My imvhedaily resquicement of JUFtans. After
eather zlow budd-up it was only on 19 De
colnber 1902 chat thasse supplys Aighis por near
thur cecpaaread smmnznt = 290 wores, Ytk b Do
of the foreward airficlds at Tazicskave (on 24
Deceraber 1ME) and Morozovakava {cacly
Aanuney 19431 Lho- (g palho o che remainiog
Lirmdiog groaumds et Pitomnmk and Gumrsk was
inereascd 1o 4530 km whaeh i turn reduced
e acvenant el snpplivs careieal. Frosbiled will
spurcial powers. Geserglefdmarschali (GER )
tilch bad casen over the post of air sepply
leader Stalingrad an 16 Januars ]EI-HE,
despibe pri-at eifors sven " Bosdersstah I!’;.Fu"l-f
MifeR™ did nut suceesl in fying oo the neces.
zary amcunt of zupplies inta the "cauldron’.
The airficld av Pitomnik. coveored with the
wrieks ol ceaslisd aireralt, hal oo be given op
un Lheday GERE Malen bl eakoen aver; B2l ol
Cumcaz was abandened on 2 Jdanuary 1841
Tha new tompocary lacding fald at Scaline
peailaky was i wse Tor just one day belore
Zwped aetil ey fre stoapued sl zor a1 loeee
as well, Between 24 Junuwry snd 3 Folraars
1913 food and ammunicion (e the Gecman
rlefenders of Bealingead roald anly b 2opplied
'|:|:l.' |_|z|rz||:":_||_|_|;.r_' |_:|rr_'-r_|5 arad of eonese The ailze
meant the cnd of casualty evncuntion Ardded
141 chue nuegracive halanes ol the Jass of tae encire
Sixih ,.-"lrm], wirre 1 hoe TOU i =i verewe aonel 155
tranzport airceaft  fur 100 migh o prce B ey
Tur thia fmiled exporimant. Scalinerad was to
remai nas wriliog ata Lo wall” Tar 'I.|'|1:-|:|l.l.:|'-:l.l'.:|-::|L'I.
of the war

The wear 1945 bewan with Inuer difepaise
Tartlng e all zoccoes of the Fastern Fromt and
the witlulrawal of {iermat lines. whieh ar
L1MLGE ].:I_]n'l_ |_'|..;|im.~.' N Ll |"-::-||~:il:|.q.'1'.':'|:l]_-.
wioakoted tcanspact Grgees agiain. The lemes
“wiraighlening of the feono line”. ‘clearing-owt
of breakares” amd achers similae. which began
Lo ApRear in bl Laermziee High Consmnnzl
caormmuniquis from speing 1343 anwanls s




gupgaxh a0 Lear OGeenan inanative, whick ee.
sulted pretly Trom the demands of all-auc war
o zsverzl fronts. and portly Because of che
meatetsal superiovty of the apposwon Undar
||‘:|I_'$1_" L'::-rl-:‘]i[i.-f‘:lrl.ﬁ 1 Dooftw atlh- cammand had
idoptled o pamber ol succossin] rectmes wsel Dy
the "other zide” and inceoduced tham in the
varipes Lo Hodven. Thus, for itscanes, based
n Lhas patiecn af the Sovice "sewing s hine'
airce aft cactiesthe Aret German nightdisturh.
anes Seefeln appearad eaelvan 1043, Later on.
I|"||_'--. WO -I_Irh.'lrli.:'l-d 17905 et ial MSGe
L¥ach teoh lechtgmppoe, mwhl sssanll gronps).
aguipped wich various training aircraft. such
asche Ard, Co L43. Fw 38 and He 16, spraved
hlanck. Thesae avrceadl Baad thee sk ol caus ng
uncest bebind che Soviet hnes by attocking
every Light glusnser with liphe bonsbs or other
Kical -:'JI!_'.‘?.Fn"l"i.."l] Limmaitices” - Jand Hre niil i,
temealition < harges seal suchlike

[n armtataon ol the heovily armoured Saoviet
‘Eromesser' o Conceeter’t, the -2 azsawalt -
araft, the Lufiwale hal incecduced 1he bwin-
cnzim=l He 12998 proncenl suppoe sk sre
cralt, armed with lorse-calibre connon. in
May 1942 Thz drae abrceaft of this tvse waye
thediveral e 117507 1. A Bgbier e, 00 alsa
had n ‘tank descrover” Siefed cquipped with
the cannon-armed s [EI0.

T'he sueszes achinevedd wilh the new azsaulc
and ‘tank bumting’ tactics were such thal 1hey
practwcally demanded 1the extension of chese
special tarmatinna, Feom Apnl 1913 the Grac
Hz 13UE-Seerfolor of che mwew 8G 2 begun Mving
low-level attacks on Soviet lank concen-
ceacimns and enad wtralbe A ospecl CRageeri-
renbisl Corrmngnd  for Combatting Tanks”
tested 1he suitabslity of the Ju 57 and o #5
1rmrd with larre-calibes cannan (A7 mm aod
i ot Tur Lhis I..ﬂc ligcumjop Ih.l_' oo fews ol
the 100 %)-Surffelr attached to ench Seuka-
Creschweier. The succeestulattackractics with
thue oy B0 evelved By €30eest Bonlod el this
|'|-|!5|-:'-e'r. webiee weins '.-.'.".1'\-:_1-:_-1| Ihl_' ]1:i]_r|'|'|-:_'.5r. Gl_‘-r;rn:_'.n
decurntions bor bravery. an anternationnlly
knoewn "tank destruction’ sxpert.

The Loltwaffs brnber aem won ol hoeeome
it erres ol a0 Dho- passabalo s of efFes o Lo
sove] attieks on marchune columns of enamy
trorps and radlwray teaftie wich heasily norned
dlespraer” aire rall. The carveptrated fxisd
Fieer peaweaer ol the Ju S8C made chos "all-rounder’
mtoaniden | hedzxe- hu:-[.:-per't'-:ith which1oequus
the "darstcrer’ {destemoec’ or Twivy fighler}
aned Bis 0 - Elsenhahe ki aghs-. railway
aicackk-atafeln farmed 10 bombar Creschepedoe
Brore subicer 1562 acweard s 0T elves ing roel e
tien ol thesr kind: of army supwort, which
wire Tk new bt Appesrsd relatavely Ince winh
the Lufowaffs:, che larpest pael al whac hickerng

Tiad basen thes Txing actilleey” began operating
elsewhere.

My o the Fastern Fropl were gl Bhe
Mochpirgdseheparme mightficheing fights)
slationed wilhin the areas af the mdivadual
Lunfatten, Bmploved from sbout sutumm
]EI-IJ onwards apainat che gucerilla-landing
ane siprply Highes — which had Eecpme like @
plaguas in the meantime  chese specialized
oiphi-Hrhona Auyghts weee later noaused in
ditferent roles during che praat withdrawal
Do e s and |::-r'.'||:[i.-:_'.:'|]|'_-.' .:'|:|'||1ihf|'|:sli_-f|. |I_ Wiy
crly Lhe formation of NJG 100 and MG 200
(each of just one Criope stranrchy n August
LA chat made i.1. pnzaibl- ta start rondatting
che npeturnal Eovue peneiration H|lr'|'|l,5, w11h
SANTISS EUCCESS ARAIN,

There waz only one more cancentrabi-d
citact h}' e Lafewes M= a4 b F:i!.'\-if.l |l hl_‘- sc_'.gl]-:_'
ol the preliminirys raids on Rritain before che
planned invazion tnoaucuen L0 Qperation
St (livada L planned for swncuser 12%,
weias hrLeneden | ek I rH|--.~:|::||.|.' rF_:-i:nr_'-.'r il |.EII_'}C1 Lu
ot o mnd desiroy the Soviet Torces cone
certyated i che Kursk bo e, Tocluding Farm-
atires cransfeered Froem gthe e secioes, Ciprs gy
Sridengnn (VD Flagerborpst, commanding
the Luftwatfe effort, had a force of o less than
Ol aiecen aft o suppoet Eitadedde”. The attack
Pt i preal atple carly oo d Gloly 1833
Thieing the poeriod 1o 19 Ju'l'. whon the whglo
operation hal bogred down and had to he
discontiinued, the Eu Hwale manzsged to flv up
Lo I acrtivs per dday, A perboriaEne thit
came near 18 satlice achivvemenLs

The step-by-step. deliberace and conteolled
wilhelrewils af Lhe Franelinge afiar thi- Stalin:
grad catasteophe nnd throushout 942 wore i
Inmgret possible che Eallowing v2ar. The in-
crisssingly nbnerou: guecilly geoaps, diste
buted nll wece the Tapteelsnd, endangersil all
vlanned aperations and aleo intecerre] with
1:-|_-]1md the-dites communcacons and suppls
rogtes, e o oresoll, an mdelinoen Lo Eeantline
ductes, the Lufiwads lormatiuns alsy bl oo
partivipate m anti-puerdla werfare, Oyving ee-
CORTALEEA L Snrlivg aad alin: J{]I'I|.__ gu:—-n]la
A s antl =upoly bases hehind their cavn
Tronclines.

Then theres was the Ormen pemnsula,
which b T v 0¥ Frean 1hes mainland and
hadio e supplicd by air FAHrspLr wniLs — ricka
parchy equipped with large-capacny mrered] -
theouwhour the swring of 1994, Frum their
[EFERERET A LT an Kirovprad. che cranspaoret
Chmppen wonhl v seros: the Black Sea o Lhe
landing grounds al Bacankut wnd Saki oo the
Crisn-a Blast of thess supoly operations bl
ter be Meswn without Bphter escarn, wrhich was
suldom avmilable. Tn Time with 1T withdrawal
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from Comes beginmng Aprid 1844 thzze
supply faight: became evacuaticn aorties.
evienels lly careying 21,000 solcdiers bk tachne
mainlund. Svine of the heavy war materinl
could ke brought back acraze the Black Sea by
Siabel feeries operated be chie Toalow e,

Tea Lhas Liemas of ol ]y weitbdeawnls the Lo,
wids managed 1o achiave another remarkable
SUSreds against an Armeeican Foglnh A Fore:
Lbomber formanan which, with its fAghter e
cart, Baiad concimaned costeeanlls ofter lombing
Berlin and landed on the Saviet aietelds at
Faltava, hlirgaea! and Piryatirn Thas shooile”
npeTation s spaotted by g German contact
aiveraft and necarly B0 Luftwads: bombers
raided Paltava nmthe noght of 21022 Jusze 1014,
Agxighel ey “pal hiimders" acal “ilominloes” 18
KG 4, the He 110H bombers of 190G 536 ard 33
succeeded 1n u:lestrm’inq-ﬁfnur angined Amet-
iz bembees and 15 fgliters an Tagh- and law-
level atlacks, The alrealdy vers weeihrood

Lauultw wfF - il "alvaven b taseth' vnee mors.

With the idronthnes approaching the
German borders and theaceusl-eated reducting
ol Lafrwiafie: broebep Sresedeacder jn Gvour of
fuwly-formed  dghter apd  pround-sapport
CGruppen the mawn amphesis lats is 19494 meved
to tactical suppart of the ground troops o
daytime and necturnal assaall operaticns,
Aire il of the "mew generacion’, such es the AT
2 H and Me 262 did not became operational on
the Easteen Fronc

Iarieg the Bt Toankles: st e nnruazh
ol Soviet dorces caring Duecember
1944 fanuary 145 most of the Luftwafe units
ramaivanp in the East weres alveady apsrating
Eroiknr T ses {111 Linrenan snil. Hl:'.-l'ln._ thie l.ufle-
wule units delfemling Gormany steanl hack o
back with the remaining Lauftwsfe frmetivns
an the East: all-vound defenca had become an
ubalierabls neczssity.
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9. North Africa and the
German Retreat from the
Mediterranean

After the cocupation o Greees by Axis powers
aty nluzsolim's wizhes the admimseration of
el ooy was tensfereed tothe [talianz
Jupe 1441 The Geempn military commarad
Timated its actevatics Lo the cxlensien of zome
pnrts as naval and air-zea rezcos basss and the
amprneerend ol nuakeee af aeficlds e s oz
acdvaneial lssses liv Flyicg Termations, Howe
ever, most of the Sraffedn sybordinated 1o X
Flicperkorps  were operuting trum MNorth
African soml ac thad time:.

These anits compnsed 150G 1 and 11150 G2
under che Seschieaderstab of S5t G % which had
supprbsd the advance of thoe [PAE {Cerman
Alriea Courpsl Lo the By ptaan border, homlsd
the fortiteations and port of Tebruk during
the siege [1 a5 Tecennhes 041, and (hen
coverad Lhe sieldrawal badeles from Mhecem:
bar 1941 onwards. The Aght croroteciion of che
Lwn Stuksprepned was in the hands of 100G 27
together with 7 WG 260 while the heavy
Bpbters of 111G 86 escortad aupoly skops ard
Leanspoer aireraft aeross the Medicereancan.
daddnivnalsappurt in lghting L the: Egrplinn
fromi was available in the shape of Ju 288
brenbiers ol [3 L and He 111H: of LTKG 26
sigbicned gn e weellrpnet rucEed michelds on
Groere and on Croto,

Thue lact that X Flicrerkorps waa totally
cupeial weitks Lhae interesis ol the 11A K during
the battles in Cyrenaies had given Lhe Balizh
garrison of Malta a most weleome beeak: 1t
was used by Brtish convoys o hriog 1 s
plis pnd addicianel accnacnent, whbich sacn
made thiz slend base imlo o sericns inler
farotce fActor 10 A% supply convoevs and tha
abr trmavsporl Highres, 5000 smarse, to Morth
Africa. The intolecable loss rate ul Lrunspurl.
zhips and tankers in MNovembar 1991 dectated
An urgienk cesampiinm of aeral accacks on
Malta and an early run-ap te Cperation "Her
kules'. che plavoed attack on and ocoapation
al che pslomd B Asis [oeces, Hoowesver, all this
was hopelessly bevond the capalalities af 1he
Italian Hegia Aornviaxtice and foc Lhal rewson

homber proups had oo be found elsivhete —
pulled back from the Taaftwa e units depleyed
nn the Easiern Front,

The furmatiens commanded by the Can-LC
Zouth, GFM Kessuloing, landed o theis new
akrfieldsin Hi-:_'il_',-' 119 Theeenhie r 194 . H.fl,'l‘,rrﬂ'ing
Lo Lulewafe sirength returns un the Eastern
Fruni this transfer left s mapor gap In
LuftAotte 2, which had orovided most of the
Torrnatione.

Wich b Bugnber Gryppen 'EG 34, IEG 7T,
[[EeT 77, KGe. 606 and EGr. SU6. all cquiopasd
with Ju 3842, 1 cotal ol 19 bombers was o
awiilabile For the ek, This palip fopece s
reinforced bee DRJIG 2 agquipoed with Ju #8505
and ILSLGE 3 with Ju 870 dive bombers.
Fl;.:]ﬂ.l.:r weserl Fear e ranle, webaeh Tissslisd
untl Aoel 133t aas provided e all Lheeo
trrugnen of O35 and 1100 3 Atk chede Bt
106k .

Almest oud off from supplics. with unle o fow
servieaable aicerafr left 1n the undatpround
Tangars at the: end of Speil LAE the garrison
af dalta would iawve heen almast helpless o
rezast Operateon 'Herkules®. Preoacations foc
at Tadd aleeady beeen starbed by Ahe commandang
prnueil of X1 Flregerfgrpy. Arerpoling Lo plan,
Crorman and lealian prrachute Lroups were Ly
b« 52t down on the 1land, suppocted by o
sucpoisg attack of aboul 300 carpo/aszault
EIiIII_!:I"E '|.'|1'|||§m=|{ sirvcal bosp 00 Leanps, while: 2
transport foel weonld Laned s Ioalian divizions
at vaorous poitits on che ssland, AL efa sadden,
HiLlur bisd serond tioughts and stopood everye-
thing. Fle mistrusted the Malians, bad douhts
ahoucthewtr fichting spicit and, apart Crom Ehit,
saw i orsal meed oo face the ok iovolsed 10
this  cumhbined  dnwasien after  General
Hommel's succeseful spring efensive i Morth
Africa. All available wransport and glider
prwing aircralt wioe ordited back te theio
parent formations and the invazing ol dlala
prstponed mmdefinitelw.

Froem the inicedl pocations st Maradaflcezn-
|:]-]3r|_'-|::1'|,, Raormbe], with Ty Llerman-ltalian

Iah




Poemerarmiee, hnd sracced i aew nBenaive an 21
Junuery 1992 aimcd at retaking the Lost
Cuoreaniea  teceitnes. Exactly fve musaths
lacer, an 21 Fure- T9EE L wis erawne=] with the

capluce of Tobruk with its conrinaos scoers nl

F'lJ'p‘;‘.ll:iE'ﬂ. The aclvan e w s -q_'ql.rriﬂ.kcfl h_'.' itu mm-
el i rass Lhe Frypstinn barcder moethoof the
Gutar Depression, cpht up 1o Ko A mein.
There the EBeatizh had cnnscraenest desply i
aoleasive pnzitimms coowhich the e ofen.
sivievan apeaural Lace pn JJome 7248 pod st
hecausy of enormeusly extended suaply lines
wol all rhe JDiewice: tnat 1his situation
CHTIE

Az an offenzive fnere during 1the Axis
advabies and 1l r||||-:1'|--.-i1'|il_'l [_l-::.::il;.:n:;m ey rFan e
Fleeperihrer Afvika, Gen b1 Halfiwant Yoo
Walidaw hal ehe entire 540006, 12 7LG 1 and 1The
Shrlrnepse Afrige" Sfightec-hombersy, whiles
JOEY TG 25 and WDLAC 26 count=rer cihe
bk e oo ber alinl rusans ly the Brtish
M Mar Foree, which was gaiming in
streneen ald the time. Ta2 aola gheot-ranpe
reconsaiszancs  Srefel, LIHEIR eyuipped
with oe Tls 128 anpd 157 1105, seavided baeels-
field recebnnaissanae in eless OUTIEELL 1R
with the [JAK, while for looget-rangoe cecnn-
niEsates tasks LaoleAalle 2 vl 10EW 127
LOFR22 amal ZAEILES A cather sweeiad wnit
was the 1 WSstennotetafel which., with itz
spacially equinp=d FiLDE Scoreh: raceied aur
spaarih-and. reseu- snelies over 1he laesern .

Withan LF 2, ewe Momwaligns of TR Feper
barpes were lgsedl o Sl 4Scah opnd
INJG 53 10403 77, Stah, L and IR G, S1ahb
and IEAS 7%, whnile those ol 3 Feaerborns
wrpe Sivided becween Greeee and Ceete
daprd-omgiiaaain 27, LA 28, Beab, 1 and
0 L, ARG 28, TT amal THPKACY 37, T arad
H1LRG 1) T wae gvilent thiat 1 hece had heen
azoma chanpges since the spring.

gt muarprising, ok unexpecied gk aienl
nned Force. cume che Tritish cownter-cBengive
at Bl Alnmein, Deginziing on the nighe af 23024
Chelotaer 1917 ol Lok A ke r'.'1l:1r'|l:.|::llilrll‘.r_'|', P
Tritwsh Fighth Armye Tocoed its waye Ferswwrd
Aand within four eosachs succeeidal analeiving
bark the frarman-Talion Faress wll The wow
Lhceueph plarmacicn. Cyvrensics aml Tripels.
Ltanmin right up 1o the Tumisias border. Ducine
this likne the aetidl soperaricy lay chearle
with thi Desert Air Ferer which wos eonst
antly supplied with coe Latest wiceraft ovpes in
reneraus quasclies. Things weee quits dif-
ferent am cha Giceman siles Eoae Sdefels voder
Fhegertcheer Afrifn wera alvewly begincunpg b
Tizel "]_'rl.llg wquapment shoelap e ol Lhe st
of '\-I.L':,Jpl'l. dieficu s, EI’IHEI“L ] IR SR
coprapnent, el and  ammunition caused
cha raast hescdachos Eae the Crorma b conuo@ml.
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Tre Axis having Talisd o akes Malia ac ihe
tame » het o bl beeen proceical 1y Bled whites,
svoral corvave fram Alesaimdent beal resaehed
Lo oasd J'|.1|'|E' azul during Lhae I'|_|||i,-.-'.=.1|1_|_._
mazchs Malts wos sii aprlienl '-.'.-|1h all that =as
necassary foe it 1o Jefend el wgain The
peplenishid seock of wiveralt i paeticglar
sawen made Mala toto a danperims wssps
nest'. From then ao. The Tosses soTered by 11
i ll'l".l-,'l"’-l:?-!:'?'_l.i"‘- bz Lo moant quate notweeably
vl charing the Tuee summer of 1912 1hs b
hfrs connld only accack Malla wien esenried T
i ostroap Eoree nl dphilers. B che eoqd of 19
vedr aven Laal nn Toonger poid dividends ansd
the Luliwadfae sombers begas tnereasingly oo
rinl flala at meht.

TEIE!'L"H‘LE'!' wilh the |-'i|..’_'.':|1.l.::|' 5-1111.'|||rl.‘:-r|.-: nufl ke
Nesart A Force whoss bases hpd mored
waskwilrds with b ordgomery's adywnee, 1oa
rhalin-bonzed aqusdenns now begion to taks an
increuseagrls ey tnll of the Transportl aic
wralt plyivg belwe=n contgern Iealy and Soeis
Africa, which evernsually bl te 1oe caca-
steophie siewation an zoeing 1905 Dolee Lu-
fradbgoortficltrer  Mipledmeer -[.1i|:' -tezire= o
lender Masitercameant, Geo Meg Buchholz.
the avwlable transport Orgpes Gnelading
the KO.o.bW. | ALK I.='||u|':-p-e'|| Wil =ix L-"'|1f_'1n|-r|
nle A28 were Turmad inile two lurpe foome
praons in Novennter 1818 - the Sfreschwadir X
Maplead wnl "5 {Sieilyl T wole, loasels Jdae
plred Deeendiacra: ol use Lo 1960 ajpernlt, pro-
Loctwl S jusr o or ut the must twy taffieln of
Farrters. the Ju 3375m. M 5230 Frae U.L2 and
Bavaia-Marchetti Si1R2 reavapnets woull 3y
aress The Sdcliceeranemn tovweards their Land-
e bases wl Trivolt and Tunis ifvem Deeember
1843, enly Tums wnd Ihzerta] eavy lozses
cufuesil whila apseoazshing che nostal aeen
sl artacks e Allied Fipher beornlees oz
nzloadimg wo weikoe ned bty Geseh e that
Ev December 42 ehey seere alrepdys dowes oo
about Pas-thizds ol thee carablishment. Thes
were dlan ondered oo bl over some alrceatt
ﬂ:lr I:':'|1,=3'-_"-I:.;|,|i::||':; rzl:] uir]iﬂ i EI."lI‘I |::-:.' 1Tae 1 r_:-fthl.-‘:
vear only aoout 300 Ju 3205m and B0 Me S84
Lranapnees were [edt to cnpe with aupplymg coe
Ais bopees 1o Soaeth Afrigi. (B owas anle in
aurch L9 thae these farmations cauld ke to
zame extent Alled up acain.

Thi- Lamlire of Ameriean armd Braiah forgss
it dlococeo and Aleices (Cperntan Terehr o
TS Navember LB42 revecscnted b thoreae feom
hehind en che [DAK, ched invelesd i1 toagh
clofe paive Taatd Des, aared coledun i dizaper v the
loncling helds of Lhe tminszpoct Turmalicns
Soci attoerwards, the los: rate of cae transoart
uniti Waaler LT FPuhecr MR shawed a
ciadden stee inerese. Tl r-:|'||||w'ir||; eearnp e
e el Rlvis Levanl aquice leaels L0 Apre] 1900 -




L9 adveeaf beat, T Aqpeal - 18 Tnsc; 1R April 24
hisse; 20 ."i.|_|ri'| = 113 loaxl iir.n:_'lll::ling 14 .s'-l:-:-g'ng'i_nl_h:l
Med2ls eaerving fuell The Aghter cseort.
alwavs infeeior in numberz was helplossly
|,'-;-.,|:|r,:-.w.|_'|| 1er mvvarmis ol Brinish sl Acnsriean
fphters at this phase Mo sssistanese coalsl be
expectal From che Froneh squadeons i tarch
Alrica, the Vichy Feenck Tawd criazerl all resisce
HISTR Y .gl_g.gl,'in'\.'l ke ]n'.'.:l::lir'ug Al e Prisupes o L4
Movember 1902 The reaction of the Garmak
apeerbumant was swifn arumerlinie aceapncion
af Wiehy Frange Cpueration doeon] and b
wslaniel of Clorsien.

Freszed hand feom twa sides, the aueroancdarl
232 (0 Acvis Lerenpes Gf Ehe Meresgiegine Tancs
[ riy I:'rr||11|;| Tarisiil sureencke rad g 13 :"-T.il,:','
1943 Only wiew members olthe DAK manazed
to escape to the loaline manland, ar to b
Beever anar, W ith elaac, Nahiing in ®erch Alried
i Looan end

Crowderd hopelessly on 1tha defenzive bath
e 1he Eazcern Fennt skl i ehe Aledier
riarnsan ke Y ehimziachn weins Torced poormpad- 15943
b peovegnre (er bhe delenee of the sooallod
“Festung furaps (Foctress Europe). The loss
af Horen AfTiva theeatensd an invasicon al'1he
[a T rvaianibiaeeed ann Lhee rlar lknr- sarad r_'n”v-c:.'
fer the neoessoer prepnrations All azeeradt
Pernainitg et visreable attor covering the tiel
hatiles 30 Tunmigin lad Taeeo e n seTuss by
Zicaly. Fantelleein ot southern Italy and alter
A shaet pariod af roat amd replenishment the
unitx bl mcval ina their newly albocuted
st iz, When the Sbied anvasion of Sicals
bBepan an Idule A3, i st OfF in motuon Le
plainasl ':'rllrm._ln psnphermesEures onder e
kovword " Falf Merder [(Sase Pina Marte). At
that enareent LE 2 had seven Ggheer Grepens.,
1wy Emappen f S0 10 hig hapes] biomhers, 14
bomber Gmpeen, one close suppottfazzauli
e, vweo TH-Staffiet, theee (F - S0affun aml
A MLl ir|.|.: ke |_|r E ramspearl arnd ::.zll.l.;l_]-
anintion Fhaeb,

The landinr of che Amerwean Sevench Army
atdi:la anrl Lieara nathe seutbern shares, aml
af Leenpe ol tlhe Britiss Bachrh Aormey ot Seola
and Srvracusze further easteanls, were pre-
ceded by devastating area bombing raids on
Axis arhelids in S 5||'-. s well e o Tasnckei el
rrenl ol the mctunl Ltmlln'r U 1:|1.' henwy
naval unics. T'I:'Efi'A"Lermauﬁkhter Stafetn of
JOG B3 sl JO T pRaodining nn Saeily Irl.-r‘-1| laa
cower The desperate attpeks om the e
beachhesd: by Luftwaffe olose support)
assaul anel bomber fzpnes, bul kad tnore
teesk Lo el Tealamnernin bacad i 13 ._Tl.:|'|_'.' Ld ) oy
iy lacer. Mo 1115 of TGr. 20 deepped Lufiwatfe
parAalroapets an the Catnod aicfiell, o die
gl It r resislance Feil v hod e by givenop
en 1T Augost 1HE Thuring these defenzive

bracclus thie Lalvwadbe had constant v ateae ked
warivas lal and particularly naval targets,
|'J<%|n|:.r a hieh peree i men andl emachine:,
nere night ol & July LAY after a mecting
od'the High Coupetl of che lulian fascist party
hal leelared noconfdance in Musseluol ad
Marshal Tiadazlic waa azked by the Lialinn
|-':IL1|:! Ear 0L newe gok e nnoene, oz Bhe " Fadl
Arieae’ {Case Axx) This meont immediate
isarmament of [talzan armed latecs, anelad-
ing the navy and tha air Torea, but was ant in
Toet implemental uncal ¥ Seprermlnr 1533 3 4ar
the [talian Hij_r"h |:'|_:-|:||.m.;|_r:||:| hzl-’:,' 5-'.i_,g'r:||_'|'| H I Al ] A
separaty armistice behind the back of ds
German allv. Kight an che midile af Eiess
dizarmament rrieascures boast The roewes of The
lanrlinge ol strang Anglo-American forees at
Sulerne, which pecessitated tho formation of a
blocking posicinnactass the Ibalian T’ Tl
[3erican I'l:-rrn.:lr.i.-:_1r:m :-:I;.i” il _.-"Lpl_ll'iu .;|r|_|1 l:u]-
abria were pulled back bahind this new front.

As the Garman pround forces werg onnst.
":lr|L|._', frsre®l L reeErasd |:'|-:_'|rl'|'|'.'l.'.:|,:rr|.:-. O N ITD
Lulwialle farmoticons also had ko mose thaeir
buses rearwards. But 1t was a hared time. The
Lufewale alvficlls weer acbacked daily b
f-f‘:ll.lr-é'll_p:'irlﬁc:.' ||-:_1rr||||_':r.~,' .;l_r:||| !-'IE |_-|l;t::r-'l_'n'_:-rn|:_:-|_'-r5I
wnel the operntional wnits found it increns-
vl y diFicwlt to fulfil their tasks, combalting
Lhue Adliwil wzsemible posilions and supply
conbes sl pasrtienlorly earcyving ouk sucerel-
lanve and eonstnetion of the bridgehends. Tha
loss of IMaspia was cspacially serious bevause
ivs e Tate o SBeplrakber gave Lhe Allies o
bruad aiefiehl courstry weal Tor medivoem aml
hewsyr Bambers: the latter coulsd now axiencd
Ehewr cange eiphe ap b Inemeer Czarhoinsbovakin,

Hur 1herg wWRES .;11.~:|} .qHI:.'I_'-:wl-l;.q f-:_'lr ‘”IIE" _-1_||'|r-_~;_
On 1 Aumust L8R o T-249 Liberator fermeation
tock o leaom Benghasi oo Marth Afviea 1o
arack the T'leassn il woeltls o Beminoa, then
only qust wathis chere ranze. Jowever, due to
an ertar by the lad maavagatoe this raid oo
the B Ninth Aic Force 3 by Buanbers gl
310 airerew. Apard from evervihang else the
L appreoaen ighe aver the Mediterranaan,
Albaomia sl A ncedona peecluded wny Gghter
et AT 1har changed wich the caplure o
the aiefelds aconmd Foppla, Zan Severs bl
Barl, From then on sush tarmets wene within
rungpe af 1he 1win-bocm j = Liphtning
fighters and ernaliled e 10 esenrt bombers
raiding cargets i Crecee, Yuposlasia sl
Rusrnania.

Choothe Luftwalfe sule. bomber Grupeen ol
LG1 KGT, & 30,5, Thand 77 kad remainesd 1n
[taly and Frum thidr bazes ac Feruma,
{arpaeptn, Placepza., Trosinene aml Vieerho
harl  relaively shoet appeoach flight 1o theer
t:',:r'!z:etg._ 'I:It'hq_'r |_|r'|'i|.~:_ .~.'1:|-:;|'| as KA ﬂﬁlhd ]‘:G 1':."‘::'
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wers bavsiad al Aonpelher. Salon-de-F rovence
and Tstees Ino=pathern Prance; 1their tarzets
were bhe Allied convoys in thy westeen 2iads
erranean and che Allad heidpebeads io [l
The lwa clewesupperdaround-assault Omp-
i hiad 10 ke basad near the Teant Tines e chat
t-l!'!n’:].' :'.‘l:a-ul.d reaky thaar Lurgels |_::,||:'_r:.."in|_=| 'I'h-:_'
optimun LIHIkg CE2UETTE bomb Joad. As tor the
fghlers they could operate frons any rsason-
ahly larze meadnw;, the detorminjmge faciar
was availabibity ol woll-comeulared packing
EATE TR

The sinking of the Easing Italian Bacleship
Moma an 8 Soptember 1943 and 1he [Thepstion
of the "Iduce’ Trom s enforeed exile on the
Giran Sassy were notahle evencs in wlhich the
Lultwenfe plaved the loading role. A oew
Alled landanpg in thes Metbo e & eegnre on 22
Januaty 1931 made the Daluin capical Rome
=l Hikm from this Beachhead - a {eoncline
towrin. Frarce and zaceificial attacks by The
Loaltw alTe grocnnml support aml Bomboer If'm
pen sOperation "Morpoardle = Lawn) ::c:uﬁ:l
ok pravent the expassion af che landing wne.
Theo I::'!l[irl.ﬁ ol Boaone |!:-'_-.- 1hi Anﬁ']e:-.ﬂtmr_'ricsln
Mirces nn 4 June 1944 lod tathe Anal phase of
fightingin [taly, By January 1943 1he front had
stabilizad alonpg the Iine lacca-Fitenzuala
Hawvrenma in narlheen 1w

The attempt by the Germans, atter the fall of
Muzsolint. 1o build up an Italian air foere that
weoan bl e aan eTectiee .al_]l_‘:.' |HJ’|?,1?|.}' Faile=d. pa]’tl_‘.‘
due Lo Inedequate cp-cperaciom  and  the
amotional natuee af the sicwatinn. Hewesver,
s [alian oo bl remeain en Lhe Gemman
sidey, siend furmesd vhe Aar Forese of the [talian
Socialist Bepuhlic, wnich fought o antil che
enad ol beoatalitivs in Tl They were sapgalied
with el Licesl German B 108 fierbters and
plhee eguipment, ws well ws Aving the larest
Iualian desipned Bghters. Bommning  mid-
September 19935, a large part of the femo
Aorangtira avrnraft park had been ceans
purhid Lir Germany Mooy of the transport
aireralt Bew with Iralian crows; some sareraft,
with Crevrmats J:llﬁl"]{fll'lﬁh. Wb il::.l.:-:.l!r;:-l:-r:il‘.ﬂl
withy Lallwadly tragning furmations: others
wire used hy cperational Luftwafe (orm-
aticns, 'Ie lealian cracspaet aireralt pen-
duced by Savowedlarcheno (S3LEET amd Fiat
((3.12) continued o be butlt under German
AU PEF IR L EReIe paresal warka Fob sevieeal
mrnlhe aleerwsarels: weoark wis alson conlpmged
ucder KLM susplecs on sovera] projects af Cbe
Caproni and Plaagrio plants.

Alterthe hreak-op af Ter allianee wich lEalv,
f_'r-:rrmiln_'.-' h.il.l_‘l Py Aawnd H ikl in \'-h1-:.|1
Groces and the Aemcan wlands 1hen undar
Italian admimstracion, would be sutrendered
En the Alliss withowe a Apht. For chat reasaocs,

17

thet disarmament af ltalian forces ther: had ta
take placye as awifily as possible. lealian jzland
sarrisons which resistel 1hisse messares cams
under dotermined atacks Ty Ludtwafe anits
from their bases in Groeee e soften chem wp
for the followine occupatinn by Chermn
Mmrees: Corfu and Hhedes in Sepiember and
Laros JI1 Saprenylyor=>vievan o e 1901

Incontrastwilhl busseatiersal partisanproups
aprraling m Orecce. the Bandit avcivabies in
Yuroslavia under s leadees ATikbailovic and
Josil Broe-Titon bl vaken Torme Lhat callid for
unriaoprimisicg  actlon by oall  available
German Forces, including the Luftwalle. For
Llunacaly the Feavoed Allied landing= along the
Albaraaz dtal Yugoshay coasty had not taken
Pl ehary wonld have resalted 1o 2 quick and
Lyl collapse of the whals sitwaticon in che
Balkans. Snaroe of cho Italian gacrizon Leoges 10
Youmoslavia bl deserbel e the mocerillas.
taking with them their srmament. in:ludiog
amillerr, Aclions  agamst the.e  puosrilla
armues, such as "Maedhawr’ [.'-.1.1-. perleh, " Wil
drowseft’ (Fresest e .%L.:w] T T ﬂﬁﬁ.lm:'rg
[']{l::u:l_gl:'ul'. IV — 10 5 |'-'\.5,:I |_|'|-I_4_=r| Iunl-; p]u.c'e m
casperntinn with German puratroops aedd
Lufiwafle units. The Luftwate Hving form-
atuos i the Balkans, inrelwding training sinad
replacerenk wnits such ax B3G 1a1 and pirts of
MEGr 4 el 7.0 attacked adentifed bandit
carmps atad positions by odowe aned by nighe, 1
wWils 3l 1]i|!'|-|.'r|=r||.I lirl ol kgl oof ware w foroed
Lawwhing or Esiling ol oot the Bsndil grea
meant certain death. An exampla Inr mans
weias e Fane af choe fpghites pilae Hofree Toachiom
Eirschner of [V 27 bearer ol the Dak
Leave: to Knight = Cross, who was summart |y
axcouced by thes bandits nn 17 Dacober 1533
[;I'l.':l'l.'l ikn I::IITiI I"C5 W ]11| IIHJE' ri 'IJ (% ';_.||.|.'|'I1.!.' FIMal "Wl SLI TS
againsl these paenllas who, mecorling 1o 1he
Ceneva Coavenunn. were ol <oldiges bt
Ulegally arousd civilians, were aomased ol wor
rrime 3l er 1111_= wer wnl H_‘-rll‘.l_‘-rlr_llli Tielizith e
long-term imprisenmnent Tweo well-known e
amples were Dberst Grunc Brduer. commandar
uf B Bt 54 urwchute Bty and Generaloherse
Alexender Lohc. commander of LF 2 and later
Cein-C of Army Group K whn woes seotonaad
fu cloath acul croeutel in |:_1rrl_"'l"l_'l' Acul "r'l.:||:;|_:-
slivin respeciively.

Evar cinca the Allied landings in Italv, the
Laalewyadle hases ac Tatail, Elsosis Avpas and
Lapisea 1n Grreece o e l.!!li.F,I-'lI!'CHj L cnnstant als
caids arul lipmlusl oned] rao lomgee cenabihe, In
amy cass, che phter Grupges stationsd in the
Halkan aera l:'|1:3rt:- al 03 AL 20 5L, 53 and Yk
warE nEwer skrang enough o cope wilhe the
ascorted ormations of Allwel Toaeenginesd
bombaes incruding fest trom Meeth Adciea and
[aterr frium senchern Ibaly, theie oven loeszs had




aleeady rimen wav above all cxpectalions
Wilh Lhe vollapse ol Homama an 23 Sugust
1944 saped vhie deTeceion of Bulgaria those davs,
later the whoele castorn gk of the Balkans
hed become complecely expossd. and Hitler
ardered withdrawal from the Acpean. Evaca-
atian af thee izlands and beiogine back cf
poersonrs | el rraterial memaannml el dashs ol
the Getman xawvvy me well as of the nwval-
aviatich and Luftwaffe tranzport formaticns.
These  actinns swecdedasd withoue  ondue
hssass, s olnl ebwe prevainds cvacuation nf Coe-
sica and Sawlinda {in SeptemheriOnteber
11433

Deaspice tho Eact that the Alles had comploto
serial supariceiby e the Halkans che Ravier
and Bulpanan forces auacking (rom 1he East

managed bz el ol ardy parks ol 1he Gernnan
Artny Graogp Foreteeating Brom Seorhea (lace an
Septomber 1991), Tarcang these units inta the
area contealled by Mantenezrian haoalos
Uperations peer Lhe parrow ‘pipeline, the
caly remaining way ouc for the recreating
Goerman Lreabs wete the lost Latge-seals
ofersive sarties anderblishen by 1T Tl lFe
m the Balkans. ending in *ovember 1844,

The Sovict Union sipned armistios arrec
ments wich Bulgaria an F Septonber 1943 and
Hungary sm 20 Fobmury 1445, thus lurming
Eath countries Intu apen cnemy Erritary. s e
result, the fronclines bad moved danperous|
n:‘lcnls.e to German tareal iy in Lhe soulh-east as
arpl ]
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Tap A rarey our fhe
plasaed oompeiion af the
Medierruensa e fariress uf
Malio ¢ reas essealal e
eefuriy ahsodde qerial
auperiority arer the Ielead.
T that gacd, Mee aivfre/fs o
Lz Venvere ondd Lera ioere
RRAAE MR¢ rrcinal L raers
wf e hangher foreiiong in
spriogr J

Coolre, An aktliseal wiea of
@ anfd af fand al iRe pore of
Lir Valefty 25 sees gier thre
stwrhowed enpine 5 o ol
MR af Kt 865 (Mea r:'_'p'
LasiFle wre the borrork
fddiege akd ad akie-
wtereeft pur posiiree. The
i parf of Malte os mar
the darly darper af the
Lorfraife end ol

IIJI'.\.TI‘EII.IP.I'.'E.

Biottom: After Hitder had
ohrardaned tre ploroed
allack sn Malie or Asnid
T30, WA denlawed laming
Jorrgatiane retyrned back 1o
L _I'I!n:n.t." tri:r'mr:g.' sch iy
an lrermary. A aeap of
FAE SR mesewlica rms
Flhidere behind v I )7
LT A ey,
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10. War in the air over
Germany and the occupied
Western regions

After the pustponement of Cperatioe " Seedduee’
iSralioat and the shifuing ol the cheats ol wir
1z sotiche-rsastiorn F'1Jr|.:-|;||. 171 .-"|.'|'|:r|| 1941 anlyy
Lufifloteen 2 wnd ) eempined in ocouwpled
Fravce, Bolrium and Holland, cammpeising the
collorw g Bormialions,

TafifAatte 4 1 (Fpidd Ju dd
¥ 12 Ju G55
AN T Juy B
4 (8 J s
[[5KLG 20 BOLn, dle 210
[l [ITRE A oy EEA
1. 01 wnd [ILSG 4 He 11LH
LIKS 98 Hi: 11TH
11 aad TR e Ju, BAah
1, 11 airal TTTYEAG 50 He 111110
1, 11 apd 1I00IG 51 B 1k F
Tand 11403 52 B 1nuE
I, 11 acd 111,003 L3 Rl 1mulr
FaufiHosee 41 (]-"::,']2_:!. Ju EE I 110
I and 1117KG ) Ju g5A
[, 1l and IR BT He 111H
[and 1LEAG 34 du EEA
[.[[ amd HLES 35 Il= 111H
L, [T and IOH;RACT o Jdo BAA
[, O and [ 77 i B
EGr 1 He 111H
Blrrald o 224
FeCeradidy Ty BEA

T TIT and [I0MG 2 I L09E, LOGF
LoIT movel CLIATE: 28 B 10HE. 193F

Fiieperiilirer Aefaedk (accached 1o LE 3

ATEY L2
LG 40
[[1id 10
IR a0

1G 3
[ acd I1/JG 54

Ju B8

[ AT
Toer 2ATE
He L11H

Clarergd o Laflieaffe al (bl B (Hiygh Come
mund. Geoman Mawwe):
carapalt and e eeseuae fOEmation:

Lufticafen- Hefehdsltaber Mite:

all enaslal avialion,

Fif 104F
HF Lol

Erg 51074 TG Bl 1140 qrescr iy

rl"F.lll.IEE]'.l'lEE'.ll'. Lt

111 ard TTRAG 1 I Lnn
I 2 Ju BRC, Th 178
[T LEHR RN

'T hi: Ernsl. ol .I'.-r.r,"-f.'.r.'nll';ﬁ'.':-Hl",ﬁ'.r:l'.-:.iu.'{w.r e
shufrwaly Commarder Ceptred hod been cs-
Lablizhed in Macch 191 aad embraced all
thce: Fermatians Al did ool escres wnder oo
Lasleihten b woere deplonsed, Sur tbwe defence:
of Geemane., It owaz only logical thao an
Jamuwary 19 this post and ils subordinaced
leermatanzs would  hee eenaomsd Laleilalle
Ruach

With the main efoct concenteated o0 noc-
tutzaal rasds o che Bricsh 13les the Lofowalfe
|_|"'|'|1-eh r s STIGEEYL WL 1.;|,1'| o |'n. riliissed Truen
vucort tasks wnd I'I'Id.]l'll‘. hud Lo comlut the
inceepsing number o RAF intrusionz. In
afdition e the alveady tactically proven
||'||'|_|ll Piizopoe 1|'1'|1 h;-‘hl'.1|'||"|_[ Malla EI 1Tiee W
alzo the |.'I-'i.L.1I'IF‘]I'I|_..b of sucocesful ioterception
night-firhticg, wherchy scarchlights coupled
la pround radar zecs would 1ay hold of encmy
aarceaf aral Lesul Lhe radshe Digsbates ot ags an
the near-hy “waitiop space’ towacds 1t Onee
111e: nigrhe figheer pidns had spottad the cnemy
arrceaf Huweng=zliad |:'|.'.-' LR rn:_']'||iH|"|I..=:. T il
attack vizually This wus known as the "Helle
Mucdifognd or ' Henajo’ CBeght g hl-fichone)

The alwizulane ol Tagmbu-r £2rgapen 10 Y os-
tern Europe in Apcil 1941 sheanlo gquackly alter
the start of tho Eastere campaign The actual
"Ergrend Ceschocader’, KO 2 and BOGE, did ne
maare 1aby thear Dizses o Rlee W52 o] LA
alehough onc of chem, KG ZE hwdl alocady
participabed 0 oraida on ke Bricosk [sles o
T8k in Juareelaly T84T 0% wiss core Chwe Bnstern
Frort, stal] equipped with the dausd T 17Z,
kuc was chon withdrasn from opeeations wmd
retrained on the mew Do 217E ac Svehmer
Beginning that autuwaes, Fiesl la boeomc opot-
ational ancder LEF & an the Wosl waz 1K 2o

Lav



Fohrumre L9428, On che mler haml, B fwas a
o ale: ['c'|'l. mesw o, furmesd in o augumn 18T
Frioo svacimus contingenis and sactions furk-
I.:-\.hl_"ﬂ 'I:-:m |_|-I_]1-: r I b fn_' s Bl e

Convay reconnaissance and actacks on sbap-
ping cargeis sheas Che prinecigal casks of
Flregerferes Arheadd ereated in March 194
Appointod te thos posr was: Obetir Harling-
hawson whease breied was oo caver che Atlantic
ard cspecially the Gilieglewr rouce witk Lhoe
airzea®t under his command. operating from
bazos atoutd Horderuox, [nicially atill Beoes
chie Hee 1171 and Do 207 Tnmakarz, Lhe ehirere
Crrmnpen ol WG 40 were produa ]l re-cquippal
wich the Fu 2300 and He |77 lor lonpee-anpge
aperaticona.

Tha Lask Focnge 1he: day. mml mighe-fehier
formations  during  Cperation "Cerberus’
[11-13 Fuebeoary L2 was not of the overidan
T 1w @l cer 9f prosvadang air anve-c Tor
the two Gormmn Banleships Sehorefoesr aral
Greizenion and the heavy crwiser Prins Eepen
aaligs Erooae Thircst & Lo che Channel 1o chode
newe hazes in Moreiae The pperistgn Wwias
carzied ouc be cenceptracong wll aveslable
Feareees CaToour 250 day and niphe Aphter- aed
‘heavy Gghiers’) directly cubordmasterd 1o
Cipeeeerd dev ofagraftieges, Grerst Sdolf Galland.
Wheeli g Tu: Tapmbaer atal recnmnai=anee Miaffain
commandod by Geneol Cocler kept 1he cnemy
naval lorees of che backs of che German navel
Feareriiat oo, chue day and nighe Tghlees sepulaed
nitacks by more than 200 Batish  reweal
atrctati and. tegether with the naval ant-
aircrafl puns, =Rt dowo Wattac ks The Ll
wil losse:s e contpast Eolalled grly mime
airerafe,

The matich of Tobraaey 1942 was o=k it
uhle For the Brosh Commendo caul on oa
Geeman ground molar sice neat Brueeval an
Cap A" Antiter Tl Britizh {pevation “Hico’
tewik place on the might of 277328 Frbeoasy with
el drop o 3] parachute troops who with
minimul owe lotmes manapged to pemeve parts-
of the FuMG 62 "Wirghure™ radar and ake
thaan Back co Enpland inwalline notar s ts
In Bact, the pazas held che porimeter whils a
couple of BAF wehrivians who had voluon.
terd Bor chas dangrerous Joh mannged 1o
dizmmwnthe spme parts of the Wiirzbuazr Thas
CpOraticn U Cm p]1rL'|:| Choer oLordesri med L:[fi:l'tw
ol both zailes to pain predomananee o che
cadar TecTnloges eaee, X

T'He |nt1'::1_'|1|-;_|1u-|| of 1hi- 1'-:|.-|'.l'-l'_]'|.'|lI:|:l Nkt
fiphtirs and new air inferceplion radar in the
EAF wore reflosted 1n a marked inersse in
Luftwatfe  Tosses dueing  nmight  caids  <n
'|-'_ng|and “rem midl 1217 anwards -|'.|-'_'.-'\.[_'-i:1.u the
Toed Lhinr thee parr_].;_'ipul ing Tuemibeer Tocanaticon s
wore piper] sxelusive by with the faeter and

=

rcre agali-Jo B8 and The 317 by that time. The
Hi- 111 had wlecady complatel s dizappoared
lrom combat Tormations i 1Te Wis

The: Lawdi wirthie I_lghlln:':-x 10 had ]mprnvg‘d
their standine Te-equipment wich che mare
wmlern For 1904 had bBapan io lae Juls 1911
LG 26, The Fu 13A was puwersd e o
]:||:||'r_|__-.- arrcecshid raddial LTy mds which il I"m_'
Irsz cuscoptihle to combat damage thae the
Tiyuid-cooled power plane ol che BE 109, Nover
1.|:|I2||.=55, thi ﬁ|.t|'|[r|‘ bsitri e I:..r-u.l'.ll,.l]-sm_.']"rfr| C-
scirned aperalianal with their BE 1RE s and Fs
wirll inta 1842, The hirh-alotude tntaeception
Staifeln, 11700 2 and 1AM 26, wure a0l
E':.'i.'l'.lﬁ 1laer 130 [[L51 -rful BC 100G cemian 10
1543,

Other formationz auch a= JG 3, 20 32 and
JG 3 pemanned "pure’ BEO 10 eschamaders Gl
ik el vl Lhe war azal weere alwavs suppliod
wills the Ltz presdoction senc: 1o reolace
thoear “windmill” which would be worn cut
alter @ shart perwsl af tinwe

Tia Liales 1837 1T zimgleomgrimasl 130 1008 im0
twir-ergined 15 110, designed from the ouczet
as pury dphter averadt, weze alen beinp anteo-
Aurmd h'_-.' £ bz |.i.'.lr|.|:'l-|'ﬁ|'||.1-:: U RS e ."i']'nllr-
Setw vperating over Fopelanel, Fioned wach il
ditionnl fuel twnks and with reduced arma-
metat. chess Fast aceceafl seeas ideal Fae the
Torasd recnnnizeance’ sorties which had
bocome a necessity over souchern Eepland.
Hevwererr, whem ic anbisi oo a muesdley of ane
TEEEL .'-||-1'|_'|:'.;|:-I_ 15, I;.hl' b |_'|_||'||1.;|.'-|~::-'.;|_|-||:_'|' ."';.'.:rllr-
fels aof Ohel L. (C.in-C Lultwaifc) with thaie
mudbure of swch aoacliones as bl Ha L2 Ac
S, T FEFE T 215 aeal vairnens ||r|'-|:|r|r||l.||:'1.:i||1'|
arreraft. had o place of theit own Compared Lo
ihat, che HE L0k and BE110s, together wich che
Jun s, seveneed guide nzslinaes” as reconnais-
snce aireealt

As owith alveraft tvpes constapdl develap-
el wids Alsee takong place e 1w technical
fizlds ol offensivr loods el mirerall amma.
menc. Althoush the drop of the Arst SC 2500
“Alast (23005 piER1 1y lasgecapacity homb on
Lot oea 21 Lecembuee 190 had made head-
'|i1'|r_'w-1_ Thee bremel Tozad -:'|'|ﬁ|||.!|."|| rmare Livweards
drop contanee: Alleed with sradler homibe
Heleased ac higher alteades . these containees
won bl dizincegrate al a predstzemoued beighe
anﬂ =ozkhir 1]'_|r_'ir ]I_I.'-H] 411 7l I.:°I.l.'§.:l."'!' ared Acoen
bombing'. axs Arst demonstrobed e the BAF
during i1z heavy might rawds of March LI,
had nee wlwa becorme the peactaes of the
Luftwafe bombae-

The aarcrait armanent too had undccerons o
charge. Thee 300 L5 2. Auxible ancd MG LT as
ﬁ:'.;i_x:i RIS |!H_11]'| |:_'-|" 'F.Q'.-Ernl:rl rﬁ]il‘lrl*. haid h:-.'
mid-1242 beon largely replwecd b chue L3 Tmim
A TAL L3t MG 13D and 30mm MG 10 R




Tapether with arn apepeaice e canhre the
chicaet armour oroteciaon bad alae made i
necEanry koo dewvelops ampeoved ammeantion
weall kel ter penetraling anl evplosiee powee-.,

An o resull ol 1he Georman Italan declar-
afjearg o vearon ele UISS qn L Decamber 17031,
the Smerpciars bl starosd ppepaeacine. m
I"E-|:_‘-|:'|_:|,_'||;':.: 194% for 1he Tormation ol the 115
Eighth Air Fores o Knoland. The A=t nircrah
aned cres s areved in Britae caJuly 7992 and
the meew air Force ppeezeal s petiaibies oo |7
August witk wdaxtime it e 12 RO17 Fon.
rEaxRs, acenmpabies by oan cseore of Zour
sgazedren: ol B -‘-,]- "h_._:-lr.hrE" nn ralwav tnatal
larions s Bouer 10 rrll_'TI'n.-II:. carcuesienl Frannee.
The 18 172 givee the rwther hesitam aerack.
ing German fAEhrers their Best e asion s of 2
closeorder formist g of lpur ergginad Temders
and thear dafeneive firepower, Ouly b of The
Frrtreswes. were damaged - by anu-airerall
euns The neat American raul o 8 September
1MHE waz Jowe by 40 B 13%, the tacget leing
the Potaz werks at Alepulte in France, but this
P Lhasy ot ane BOLY shot deew o el Broaght
back several dimaged airceafl The Geeman
fiphtets had bepun o chow thewr teeth.

IF the alans af the U5 Aie Foree an Kaglansd
|,|'|-'r|[J1'|:-F~c, Twimibsicagr Taicls nn rni likars scal serar
cgicully imooettant targctz 1n Germany aod
Crormiile-ccoipies] lerritories [rom the veary
hegi g, 11 Britiin's Are Aarabal Haeris,
commander of rhe BAT Bonber Comumned
st Febrwary 1942, declared hiz determd-
maum L céarinue uneesieiries] boasking war-
Fore agnins Geemany

The high loss vace suffared by BAT bombers

|||.|.1'i1'|;5 l.|.."|'_-.'1.ir'|'|-r‘: inlraaione @t the |.'lE|..:i.|1|'|i."||..: 1l

1the war hinl actesd as o catalvat on Britiach air
warlare steatepy and 11 was deculed to ackieve

e ], thed@streg pon of the Geemnn arma-
ment industey, by means of pocturnal bumbing
raids, it the Gnowledre chat “wile bambs
Wl |r| hit dwelling howses, Dederstandakly,
night ez with then sl wnreiable bombs
sights il nm affer the same accurasy s
lgembing im hroad davlight Sow howewer,
when the pspenzible Cerman authoriice bad
alaer ceclared the tztinclion berweern indus-
trizt] remeres e dwslig secflements as in.
sigrmificiant’. the destrueoon of Qerman towns
had baan apenly accepled az che BALF bombang
Frrda mA N m. It |.'|-P-|-_-|."|r| wWith radsgul rands e
Labweck on the night of 22084 March (924
Kostock om 24023 April 1842 and then Cologrne
arc 3AT Aay 1012,

Wirh 1his intensificatin ol Lhe hombing in
large formaticns. the moeght Aghoonge twccies
hathetto wsed by the Luftwafe were no longer
=nitahilie. Hrl;_r'h'l. n:F'||1. n;.;hr.:np- [Hw.-rr;r:]-: cahl
combat oy one epemy rerall captueed” by

searchlizbie, whole w dack night fighting'
sDusaial a nipht Aphter wooald Ty paided 'I:l:r i
Eroeund racdue 00 1oan cremys bomber datectad
by amother pround cadar set arul then ealkal
it |'.ll:n.=\.5|1.i|.'r|'| b:-.' A ﬁ;;l::.r.F':r Hui||:1|1|_'|_' uffeer an
Lthe ground - a complicatsd, time-consamin
Aol saometimer gseics: methad. The anly aal-
ubion wos Lo concenceate on perfectisy e =o
cilled "Freie Maskagd Clraa uiphn Deghling'
e owhincks oighr figheters caermsd Lheir own
search device:, In chis caze, a4 "Wilrbukr
Rivee’ idvinml Woezburgl grouni eadar anls
hodd te Aed che caemy bombar and concinually
viderms Lhe fghter puidamee aficer repand ing
Ua pusitiun Their bivsk was Lhest 1o “eal k' 1he
michi fiwhoers oebaling in 1he naarby “waiting
spaces Lnbn the Bonher Enematbian. Ooge Lhes
haaed Lissgen “sluaggrl " inge the bomber stream. thee
raghd [ehler croews aaee on ther ownoand has
ta make the best uze of their wide-:mgle aie-
interveprion rgdine =@t [Fold 202 T chena ein
B oseacch ongle 707 later Fuls 820 Lichien-
slean X2 anmuth 120F; elevation 10F]. Onee
an Enemy boatber hiil baen dececeed, thi-ragihn
fighoir piloar wounl Tee popid By bas ricdar
wnerator sitling behond hom unedd vizual can-
Lot whkan 3t vweae agmin up to the piioc teehoo:e
Lhe Beal atloek position ael apen fire.
Beginning M dune 13 in addiion toche
Axeil armament comerteared in the uselape
v aned weniral gan paniee, Lhe GF 110, Do
217 el Ju 58 night Aghters recetved anothes
well poh Ararem. Al first Arees] ilavidea] v Tiy
aperidlicmsl arcsiptemaree and reooir work-
shops, and later installed on the peaduction
lire. thiz comprized obligualy upwarda-fieing
sy 0l puns bl inkes Bhos cockpin ae it 1he
Tuse bz just Tckaaned in, the sl lel " Sek o
Museh USlantes? Masic'r Witk this nowel
armament, ence be hwd visoual contact, anight
figkeer pitlor coulkd posician himsed wncder.
costd la hos esneme aareradt oeanling thos deden
elegs woapons in the taal and dorsad borrets,
Fiying in parallel ucaler his wareer, the plot
wuuld Lheen w=r hs apsandspointiog rell-x
punzight 1o s at the enemy bomber wod fiee
his oblique guns. Thin methed of cembsting
Lhir pauetarnal hemdoers o lpred o numloere pl ehe
leading Lwltwalte nmugrhe hghter pilots to
arhieve their mpresave «iclaory scorea. |This
r.:!-e'.:'||]|3.' rrlPLhu:}c.i: wits imvessldl aimest simul-
Lameouzly by several Geeman aml SJapanise
night Ggrhcery ploba, Ao esperienced piior
wanclel b @inn Ine 1wl wane aeelions be-
twoen the Two inmer cngines, where the Tog
luel taziks were. The whole idew was todestroy
the bvnber, grvang its crew a chabee to Bale
gut s owull, Only a Enol would Aez into the
|'|,|'_-'r:l|:=|§_r|_"_ iT the Teaubee wopee <l imaide, 1the
resultinr explosien would rip Boih mrerall

REH]



apart! Th- amazing 1hing s thar reporra, By
returning RAF crows of “eertical line foll o
hy explosion of 4 bombet " were ipnored by KAF
cortaar] o aver a veael 17

The gramand woel sair antereepiian rinlies had
thaic own problems. Apact from technics|
Taules, slill Eresyaent i thess surle day s, enemmy
jnamnring sueboas o aleeads familiare stanicod
sioips [knowr as vhafl by vhe Allies ol
Thippel' by the Lufteraffo) would eceazionslly
s sericus e cberebce, buae specal attach-
ments ot alberrigdives  Frmguerozies  wauld
auickly make the "blind scc agmn’,

[nterin aed makeshlt solucons suck az the
i Tusien of suele eogitesd] fglitaes o noghe
fichting, althouehn initinlly remarkablys e
cezsful, did net work on a longteom hasiz The
rmsachines wire hasically das Hghtaes, Hitsd
Wik icaz U EFinhernini insteumentation Aacul,
4:|1,=~,'|;:-i_1_r,' the praven |::|:|nr|-r'|_'.'i.1'|;_rl |_*-'-:[|-:_'r:|-:_'nr_'|_'- of
their prilats. the losses saon begnm Lo maunk,
Aralher dravwlonck was e owecl Foc gpocial
cpunl ©epedionts such as diccctasmal smaecbe
Iightz, che so-callod "hght strects’ in the nighi
skv, nrientation ar vonteal poincs fized by
severil  conedl  scarchhiphe  besons,  and
divection-indieacion ante-airccaft fire weing
special ammusition. Ths "Rfide Sox’ (Wald
Bevar] mighi figbcing alaa ceeaced ¢onfusion in
proven nighl-hehding sunes establishosd woder
che wemiz of Geverad Kammboalber, Inspuectar of
Night Fighters. For cheso ramsons. cacly in
1949 che "Wild Baae’ GJ6 3000 511 and 30,
formed alter the first Humbaocg firesborad
tipht of 24728 July LS. wers transferred 1o
dav Mpelvers Lok, stok and bareel.

As Long as the heawvy American homleers,
aptraliog At their sasioum combat redius,
coull only be protected by Timited fghter
aipnrt Whiuh Llett the bombars tocover the final
pact ol thwir coute 10 the target on theie own,
1he LuFeves B r|$|'r-.'|_||_r|'|11.-:_'r:5 were ahle b book
considerable  defepeive vy Thus
rlwrivg 21 rdid oo the Fiesalor aivetalt works at
W mmeael acorl ebae AL adrcract plant at Gsehers
lebrn om 29 -_]|_||.'.' 1843, 1hae fearn-ricans lost
22 of the 77 I 17: invalvod, becsuse thar
lgtler rscaet had 1o tuen back with half-emmy
tapkes al chae Ciermao boedor. Howsvaer, the
bapmest coverse of Lhis "hloddy swaneer” (as the
Aaoetican sivean called U3 come during ehear
donble T oo Schweinfart and  Lhe
Maszerschmitt plart @1 Hepunsbueg om 15
Augrusl 1943 Fram tha voere mene the asieeel
fightete Lucmerl Taack at the haceh b e th
foremacton of 370 fane cogpiims] Atwetican bom-
boers was wrawded by conermiratal airucks by
Luftar e singlie and mulcrscot des-Aghier
anil mehe-fgrhter dSrreppek throughout che ap-
|_'|;|-||;q_|_;|:. apd Fatucm Hi;.;hr., l'l-::i::.ﬁ shar at wrich

2IH)

gunz o all caltbre:, meluding the newls inoeo-
duced 210rm Wi . Gr.21 rocket shells, Tlhee 150
L0 el e 1] Nigliners covu bl cares ame posc et
launcher tube. che BE 110 0 pair of lwwnehing
tubes wneler sich wing Thise rockee shells
weure fierl mt closssd” hombser formetjen:s from
Tieveond the range of their dofepsive puns, the
ieden benpg co CBlow apart” the tight bambar
“box” and chos sracter 115 carcenteated defens-
iwe firn hetore amacking andivadwnl Barnfoers.
This lactic wus successtal as lone ay the
hombers were not accompanied By escoct
fightars, with their underwing mounts che
Lufrwadfe hphters wore vers hand prossod Eo
huldl thear v vl their more e
UppLnenls,

Chi 14 Letober 1933 che Americans braed
anolhee barge-scaly ropd By onescori=l Ticoa-
bers, vbee agwin wiming at 1he German ball
beacing cencre at Schwsinfure, This time the
'|_'|ri|_'|_'- ;:-i_1i-:5| Weilna AW hith'r rd less 1hakn 61
BoL7e 3l 10 the Sermar delemlers el
anothet 130 reached 1haie Bricsh bases: o
liwdly shid-up camlicion, |Accoding 10 US
Eighth Age Fores pesords 291 B-17: sont oul,
230 wpere effecnive (e cedcled che Baepet
wre s GO 1Y 175 wonl missIngs i aclion, T e
written off i ervazhes inoche TR 158 Landed
with hatthy damage-. B-17 erows claimed na
lezss thon 186 LTt vl lighters shob down, 27
probables’ and BY damaged  moce 1than she
Luftwatfe had in action on chat day! Actaal
Ll weafFe loismez 30 Aline doewn, 30 damsged.
|

Fitted wirh dreop eanks bemmning June 149443,
the Amzcicun TF 47 Thunderkbalt escort Rehbt-
ers were able to aocompany their chargss
Al 20-30km decpaer ke Semany - whick
weas Teon coally muoch of an improsemaent on
rhiir bange. Then came the =51 Muztang. the
fiest ol which aemved an Engliand Taoe o 1%43.
The Mustanyg proved a first-rate long-range
vacort fpghter arul spon the B-17 and B 24
faprstinns vowld have colinhle Bphter <ovet
all thie way oo their cacgets wnd ek,

The so-callisl Rip Week | a planned serics of
raids o the German wviztion ieduscey, bogan
on 20 Februaey L3R The T 51 Musiang escort
tighuors hunge Lk b has of wngaes ahave 2l
beside tha homler ‘Roxes’ and paceisd thie
arenpts by Loftweafe lighrers 1o get through
tor Uhae 'Fansnees ©luflwa O slang for = four-
enpined hombecal The aie wor eoee Laermany
Tiarl entoredd o pasy phiase.

The Luftwafo el raids on England bl
bagun afresh n dlarch 1942 Sheedr Telre, an
egpeerivnl b ber pi_]-;_'.r aml eiwAaandit, had
boen  nppointed  AvgnFafidcer  Eonglond
fAttaek Jeader Eogland) and. winh concren
iriatel off otz ol G 2 andd KOG &, asskslod lis The



newly formed pathhinder oo VEG EE jes
tablishaal in June 1993 bad mansged Lu
wnload 2500 erne ol harals oo the Beavish 1sles
Tiv the end of 1943 an insignifcant fractioo af
fhe 138,000 s of bombs dropped oo Germany
ansd frermarenesnpel lerriccey by che H.ﬁ.f-'
alane 1 thag vear

Wich Uperacaon Stea ko (Thagh aserios af
hesey “revenge’ paids ordered by Gdene. at
whz naw ietenderd 1a pay Bock che Brissh o
the zame coin Tur Lacic delils - rasenoroal
Lekriee raids on Qerman townes. To this cnd.
"Angrifsfafrer Ergifond” owae allocated
homber Tormation: frgm et her [almHonen, s
borce aventually cunsistig of replenished
K3, KO Gand KOG 34, parts of KOG30, 150G 0,
KOl &6, B3 T8 ard BG 100 as wall pz [ISKEG 10
[P 180 e e Tuoonees] Chmration™ Sleinbock'
lasied lrom 2 Japuars unedl lade May 1940
whrte the very heavy loss rate of G per cent
fahad 00 wirmcrall) sade the contiguatyos of
this purely prestice action unjugtifiahle For
that, che soucharn pael efthe Britien [sles wees
nuw Boe o wngdeer Che lall of che fiest revange
weapsans, the 371 falzo knevn ansder e cuver
lpsipristinns ol FA3 T8 — Flalzedzerdt 70, o
Ardtaarera tarpgel,  and  CAerselibern’ -
Crerry stone) wiich, afiera long pericd ol est
firwme, was pow practically mealy Tur opera
timal wse.

M plans cegarding 1he Muture becems aof
Geeman aetipl warfare had o e competely
rensaeessd after cha Alled lanching on che
F.l_:.]'-:_'l]_'.e:_ln Ceabiment 8 looss 19344, Far a
starl Allied aerial superiority made v uegenlly
mcrssary o stnp all offenzive aeral warfare
irn The Wesr, 1 owaz =szential now for che
Germans Lo prulsel Lheic pwn sking st apeak,
and comast the dailvy miruding  homboe
steeaths with such accurney and zBectivaneze
Lhat 1he absolute Betish-American azmal
mascery couod be pradually redueed ol poere
haps aven completely braken. [n other waords
thee fehier putpat had e he mereassd far
above 1z prasenl cate. such woees oone 1he
‘needs of the hour'

Lot eluat viero-, 1he fipgure of 1030 Rehtars
procducid in Julvy 1945 (723 BT 1082, 320 Fuw
1M1=1 had baen the highest monthly teld; the
culput Fpures Tne siople-engned  Aphters
|;||,|r;ir||_=| Lhi ['-;;.]]L;wing nucartt T werere sz arcuand
che L} mark. However, the consenteatoed air
ruic: pn che Srerman aviation onduscey 1n
Februars 1834 hael Tesl oo a0 drogp v airerafl,
aubput -0 zome plancs wp o 75 porcent arnl
1hiz shertfall bew ad ta be made rood wsing
mamesllade emEacpUne sy measures, A Sl
JdagerstabFiphreratafll wasset upon 1 March
1911 under e v eeall diecuoan of Seneralle;-
freugmergder [Chied of Aireral Procurenents

Foraacd diden arnd vho Mimiaer of A cosomenes,
S_]'.IE'ET. and xu||r_:-r||i1'|.;|:.|_'|_:| (W] 5|Jee:|"5. d_e-p-u_l:_',.'_
ko Saur Given speotal authomnty. 1his new
commond instigrated che quickest possihile im
provement @and repaie of e licaackec i ged
plants. provizion ol sebilictosa lehour Force
and, abuve all, immediawe decentealization
and iligpersal of produclion Tazilities, 11 soine
coscs ITto dizsused mines nr obiee toooels

Thysaceessaf thisJagersfab 1sshown by the
vulpa Reuces: over 30 aiveraft i April and
TR e May, wich praslwcciom eeaeling iks all
time sl icn Seplerter 1444 witty no less than
2305 Apheer aireralt,

[n addition b standacd aperacional ovpes
tlis |'.ln'.r|'Jl.||:l'.§|-:||::| (TN E L .'L].-sr_:- ir|n'_']ur|r;|]
varing s developments, sueh as the Ta 153
higm-alvitnde intercepter, Ju 388 high-altitude
reconnaissance bomber, He 319 nighl fighcer
anmd Ale 262 jer ligheer rhooosas weaber Chae
covaerparng ol “Srfher = Eilver), Ty that time
1he priaritv attached to the arcraft kneown as
“Eian' (Pewteeh, che B0 1838 Komer, Tad
already basen dpwangroled; The Fagrche enclar
ance anrl canpe of thiz rocket-powers] obect
defence incerceplor did pot accord with che
new thinkinp.

The ferraing af seest of Lhie oews b complsiaed
airceaft from theic azsembly plamts: 1o che
operationz]l unws was che rezponsiodity of
Fle frepg me e B R bripeded iacdder 1 (adrerade
ferry Geschwader], divided inio Oreippes
Morth, East, Sauth, Souch-Weast, “West and
Contre This  hoemacion,  abbhewion<d  as
F1 123 1. haed heen vt ablisnoed on 20 Mo 1442
out of che aircrate-terey deparcment of the
lftwale «upply nthes. In addicioe be Lot
wale ulels no Tunger 71 Bare aperationsl see
vice and works mlets, 1tz perzennel olse -
cluded female 'drivers” wha, provided chey had
I:]'u'_' I HEEEH |.|_l.|.:'|'.i|'i|_':'11.i|_|||.-; arnl ."||'|i|.i|!i|:ﬂ_
could volunceer For service In Lhig Facmation
1}espite che non-eperauional character of the
bk, rl_'rr}'ir'lp: ol nearme? fanctans=:s to the
‘miceral  sluiees’,  distribotion cenfres or
dareccly 1o 1he operatiomal anits was b
hnliday durieg che monthe ol Alled woeriad
suprotmaey.  (HHrial  casoalty  ezports  of
F1.UG.1. with magenes wiach corey an added
nole ' 1rue coenemy action”, ape i < lear prond af
1hix.

The hign production Sgures of Lhe Geoman
aviation mmduatry alluwed mon only Tegular
material replacement of Toeses suflered by
aperational formauons but alzo L creation
of & e e pezet ve which could e made use of
i case of A her praolocesat shorelalls, M-
cording e Adelf Gallapd, thim Gekernl of
Figers, o 12 Novembear 1944 the Lufiwaffe
had 370k alcoradt aned pilots beady for aclicn in

2




1% Aehter {feschander, H1s incentian wis o
Wae ERis Becoter b acbae koo Largeeacile Srnerican
abr ronl anid b sheoting down o many aie-
ernlt as posathle weakess the anemy both ma-
I'.E':lifl|.|'p' 1k £ |"'|'||':-||.'t-|:"i| ":i”*. H-:J'-'. [ L S B
valur Friuo higher aat horicies held back the
fighrer rezerve for an important  groand-
support oparaticn and a0t Se e catme Lo che
haoped-Tne “mapping ap”™ amung the Teor
igsirnsd Boenlgers

The use of Aghtees tnground support during
the 1ll-aced Ardannes offenzive beminnine Lo
Thecesaher 1%:81 anml {peraeinn " Healeselirtae'
(Baephane) o swreprise steilos oo Allied air
telds during the early howrs of 1 Janwary 1845,
Reche the hack ol the [aftwalfe day fighier
foree. Propared im the sirictest sverecy, Qg
ation Dodenploie was s Ferchic victory cost-
g Lhl killed or muoasing Eoftwale Hghier
piluez, plus amormer 23 captueell 0 lpss cate
the wenkened Sphter Croscouader could no
langer tecavet (tom. Tiue enoush, some 163
Trimish and Ancevicoan aiaeraf® weas Ledl wreee-
ked or damaged an theie miefelds, b che
Allies sufferad hardly any personnel Losses.

F'l_'1'|'|.1||-- Lhies ot Lragieg asgmecl ol chis apsere
atinn was 1he Eact that due Lo seereey kil
any Crermas ance-aireraft batteries were in-
foremed abmat the fotherming atinek and
epened Nice on Lheir own oireeaf Sany Lorg e
formatian ol atecvaft was antomakicalls os-
sumed o be Alled ac cmat time!) shooting
davers e Turcing 19 coazh-land no Tes~ than
100 Luftwale Rghiees:!

Aftar thas latest blocdletting the American
and Nrictzh bombers awnd  Sgheer bomhbers
rr_'.:||r||_'|:| b I g EHES ||‘|I_"' 1'|_"|'|:|:'|5||1i:'|;.': Clreman e
titory almest unhindered. The rveplacemant
lufrecale fighter wlovs, by then evar vounirer
and  less ewpecieroal, did onon osnrvive oo
avetare lonser chan four operalional =eriivs.
This, cogechar with che acute fuel shortoge.
il nod allew nuare thisn The wrcasgnal une
prick apanse the Allved aor acinla

The initiation nf spllzaceifice attacks fol-
lowing. albeit tmprecisely. the Jupanese "o
mikusy” patteen, ik choz phaze of the war
alrend I'|_|'_5-'|_'|E|I_-'“5$| v lgsl, ~hoes 1ha "and of the
wnrld mood thar Telug el Elie monds of 2neme
ol the Crerman leadershap ol that vime., Bt
wiach Lo surne extent alsered everybody who
9:.;_|_'|¢1_:|':|e|'||:e{| 1huo=e n_'].;l_j. w0 A Torrmatian of zuch
valunbinas was known as " Sundorkommondo
Fthe (Bpaecial Tecackment ElRel who were
azqamhbled and waning fon thear licerally last
sarti i the Gardelegen Suanlal arms Thae

Eilats of 1he detochment wete supprsasd e
loce pight tno ta che four-engined Aanerican
bhombets betore opstang Hee and, when our of
WImTL il icre, 1o oo therm' O 7 Apeal 1945 a
seill nat precisclys known momber [100- 180 af
Brang: aml Fw 130k of Sosderfonimnndgn Klm
ook of and. eacortad by soone Mo 262 jet
fipheea=, o1 goarxe Tor an American hombar
Turmation. Contict waz cstahlizhed nacth af
1he Mittelland canal over Cencenl Goemany.
La sepatace aecticns. the Ellae palos odived
Thrnuph the Amercan Aghter escorn towards
the 153 175 and B 24z, 10 some cases effecting a
suLccds aiastk. '::(ﬁh[t'i.ldi(:[l:r} CE 1 rLs eakLn
B3 e Josaaes as agrains S0 Armepasan. b
evim il thesy Dgores wene reversold, such a
recunr=e would have heen compleraly menmn-
mgleas o teemas of rthe final cooeooe of Lhe
wiar, ARer all, ba thist time the Meoze [nes
the Wit -:I.]TI.‘"II.'l.'- ran along che righe Bank af
the Bhine. and in the Eazt - che nugh Prime-
rania dnl juar beefoee Lo goares wl Herlon.

Tl 3 26% equipparl Grepgen aof MG
WGt 34 nnel JV 44 nlso accupied a -!'|IZIDI'I'.|E‘1.'|
autpost. It was sertanly a unique f=eling lora
puion whe Hew these adrooaft oo be fastee than
Chi esmsina, boat ks '1~|=|1n|.-; woaaledl chanmpee i
depriezsion when. during take-of and landinz.
thear jet Hghieras, unable to make the slizhesc
::|{=rL'|1:~;i1.|' mgsiernenl, ssere '|||u|_"|-:|._"1'|' by I_|:|.v|=
rouming Tempezts. T 31 Muctangs and " 47
Thssd e boles.

The Tact thast the miglt Aghierz 210001 man-
aped teoinfice paanlal lesses on the onemy
ducime che final months of hestleas was due
L prigl Lo ehe experciene sd cadn e airerews sohe
bawl v o amly ones cpemey oL a tiene unel 1he
end falthouzh somecme: chev al:e had an
Allied lnng-rasge snehe fizhoes sitting on theie
necks) aml o in pat e the RAF airereows
themzelves who hol prown coreless out ol o
leshiag ol supknority. The “wall af fire” that
Feanl The mght Hoheer was nevar as thack as
thist £l das fiphiers bl v go cheawggh bnoenme
to grps with U Lombers

he scene vhered by the LufteaBe airfiells
avrreafe plants and accessory works at the end
af the war was cne ol zhesr dezolaion, The
heaps ol wresked aiecralt inodleanrened Taon-
gars, on bombed hardstandingz. in ‘salimler
o=’ an abadow alrfelds” and other dia-
wierss e ol g Toak arethiasg Tike the Termere
Soegrd an the kv whick now had o sacrifice
it ias beanz forced o fullos wrnegalomaiuac
|e.;|_|‘||_'-r.-;|".5||:l iR Che rlh:-'s-i.
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Luftwaffe formations: an
explanatory note by the
translator

A5 there were no exact equivalents in the
wartime RAF and USAAE, this Enplish-
languaps elitivn bus madntined the original
LGirran anil desipnalions, such os Stafel
Cmppe and Cesckwader.

Depending on its Tole, a Steffel could have
an ostiblishmett ol 12-18 aireraft (inclding
ragrrves]. wlthough from 18493 onwarrls the
wroTuge strenpth was scldom more than 9 12
siveraft, including those undsrgoing mamtan-
ance. The bazneapreAtional unit wiaza Crenme,
wi e T wwnalad coenprigs Lhorew Ta Fowr Miaffedn, A
Geschieader harl a nominal steenpgth of three Lo
four Grupper, of which the IV Greppe wac
genceally a converzionfoperailonal tratmng
nnal. They acimal aperatianal serengih of all
thess formaticns was wzunlly lower than theie
establizhment due to losscs, unzcrviccable
aircralt and awcstacaling makerial and person:
nel replusemenis, especially during the lacee
phazes of cha war.

Thire wierr alsn many fepacace Gphoee,
beacler andd 1ra I'I.\';.]:II'_I-rL G.rn:lrj JE'FL, GO of Lhim
of only temporury ensienee. w hilie comstil wned
roconnaizednce aviation was organiiod oo
Crrupypne Taasis, with ituliviluaal Stafi-le oltee
operind ing independhently and Gar away Tram
cach other and thew Siab (hewdquarters)

A number of such Bying formations sroec
nrpaite | inlo @ Flegeecddlvesion and Fliegmee-
borps, which wanld B snlmirdinasl 2o o
Luftfatte (Aie Fleck] mocordling Lo operational
EC LI ICEn S N

Az a rule, the formacon designations ware
userl i abbresaled Tierbn whisire Ehe Sdafilde
within a Sesckwader were indicatid iy Araksic
pumstals and  the Grepoew by Homam

2o

numerals Thus 30EG 26 -3 Siefed of Kempf
Searftader 26 (pare of ILGrepoe]. and
L 27 = 1L mpe of Jfagadges:ioeadier 27, '-.-:"]:I
ormie Gregoex omd Lheir Sfafeln wers io-
dicated by Arabic  oumerals, g
G KRG PR - G Slefe! of Keypofarenpe B0G. or
IR0 FLGROG = 2 Bterfe! ol RatenfTiegee -
grepne 104 (coastal aviation).

In addition, some LuftwaBe farmations were
alze namsd and othees kmowsn undee cher
s ripnave miones:

Tiehters: JG 1 "Cozaw’ Cadter 1945

J0 2 "Hich*hofen® (from 19
Jiz A Tdes (Myom LRIE)
B L T YT PR TR Y FIa B N

A 25 r5:’;11|::|_i.;|.:".|.‘:1" I_:I_rum 15744,
Ji0 2T Ak Grenckieaeier)
J5G 31 Molders' (frem 1942
J3 33 CETE-A G Geickoadert
JU3 S ke 2-Dres sk ader!
Rombere: KG L "Hindenhurg®

KG % [ felchammer Geschprogder’)
Br 3 CENEz-Sesckisader’]
E{: 1 ‘lGpncral Wosse”

Bolr 26 O peeer Do RnderT)

BG 97 'Thocleke'

Bl 30 rAdler-treschieoder's

FOS oL 0 Frfadieelas —Tizenf wadd er’)

oG 33 "Lagion Clercdar!

Bl o4 Totenlop-ClescRurgder’)

BT A6 06T el fer-Ceaefaeader')
Other nwmesl Axing Foaronatans:
AukLGmppe 10 Tannenber’
Srubadiesebvwador B Immelmann’
drepslarer-Deschwadar L 50 1)
Heschoeilert
AerstdrerGrschwader 26 "Horat Weasel

[ Wespen-




Gierman abbreviations used

in text

Aulklier, = Aafbirasdsmeanie = Beemmnaissanse O me

1" Iar. — Erll'lrl'l||I.'.|'.l?_,l='!'i_,li‘."|'.|'_|',?|l'li' = |:I:_-|'||-:'r:11 sl 1 s {':.r[;_,'j-;_le

[E] = (Fernontelinoges] — Long-runge reconnalssancs

IFAadr = Ferpanthdare oz — Leng-rangee roconinalsiance i
1"he = Ferhinrivd = C3Fiviee varadid e

o — Fefdwehe! - Sergeant

Licly = Cefroiier = Lance corooral

Lenal Flp = faeerall cier Floeper

el = frrrererd ey

Gendlag = Ceneradmaor

CanAlborat — Guneralabers

LH = PHeerew-1 = CArmed, ahorl-cange recaonaliaance

Blpim — Herepimigur

7 = Jopdeezcawader. Firhior Geechovader

diir — Jagidsrugne — Furnor Graoe

K] = Kompefieackoe eeder = Boemiher {esefl amder

Kiair — Ko nipge — Bomher Cnoggne

B FLiGr = Kislesfleeperomepee — Cowstal avistion Smepe

LEa = fetegesehoader — Dairwensea lemanairacian Cesediseader
I..r. = .|I.I"£|'.'|'|I'Jr||l

Mag — Mejor

NAGT, = NahouRid eaonsssiene - Short rangs receinnsenns e Qs
L - Mochljopdaesriu sder — Xizhi-Dphoor Geackoader

?‘-;'E'f_'rr. = ."-.'r:l.-'nrlJ.Mr'.l'n'm".;.'!ll.;'r.'..:;.l.ra-l_' = x1=|"!'|'|'. assatlll I:.;rleJ:lpc'

Ol 1, — Cerhefohilehahor der Dot e

ke - Crorfelnant

(W] = (e Nt rioser

O — MMaprfidioehel

&t = Schlacilpesehieader = Close sunporliground attnek SeschAwadcr
BELG = Refielompfeeseaaadee = Highespoosd soonhee Seeselioae®=e
S G = Sturzbasedescheader = Zluka Croschorder

TCir. = T rasEnriorR pae

L1H« = flatrofficier

0 = Foestorerposehaader = Heavw fghier (Clbesrover’) Gosedosedor

w1



Comparative airforce ranks

LUFCWAFFE RA¥

Hodnfesorerrscfoll —
Cienergifoidmarschaly Mucshall of the RAF
e be v or Bl it Air Lhied Marshal

flanered der Fllemer

Air Marskbal

Geuerallcuinant Air Wice Morshol
LFe wevaliinfoe Ade Llaoranodar::
et Carcwps Caplain
LT S AT, Wing Commiameluer
Moayar Squuadten Leader
Haggtban i Flaght Licucenant
e ey ragpes) Flyima Ofeer
Lenrizan! Milor Officer
Srabefeldisehe! Wareant Cicce

Henae vad i bt vt
e def e B

FlizTn Sepmeas

Fedarseie!

Fireda e fedod gzeloi T -

Lzt i zrer St

Stabagefrricer -

Hleatspntatifrat fier =

CWereefrerier [earqaearial

Clefroiier lasicline
Areraitman

Fllegor Alderraliman

NEAAF

{aerueal fdestarh
1. [irr I:ﬂ-a;tiir]

Muj Gen (2-s1ak)
Peip Gen §L-sarel
[:I.:III::IIII']

Lt Tl

Maj o

Lhapmain

Firs_-xl Tl

Second 14
Fligho €

Mligsnier S D1l grinde)

Techr, Fgt fdmd goade)
Zeadl St Cded aradald
Sepgaennt (AL g -]

[orporal Cith erada)
Mrivace 1 class

Frovalse

SOWIET V5

Criaiuey Marafal

Moartne!

eyl
FPalhaonig

Creners ! Ledtengns

Chebeead- Mayae

PI'_?Illln'l'i‘I.'rll.nlﬂ'

Medpalfmenk

Mavar

Saprtak

Slll:r?'.v.'.lll_}' Farsbeesanyf

o)

Miadahy
Leldedbianf

Hrarahina
Mtvreshy Serzliand
Serzhont
Misadany Herzhatid
Yorfwoddine

Saloer

I3 addaticn, thare wers the Loft watte ranks o
Fagbrerieh oipnd CHag r,'-.'r.rl.l.'rr'u“'nll I:'I:Iffi.r'u:'r Cardilae
and Senvor D3cer Condiadane), whach bl e
cquivalent tn che HAE or LEAAE,

The Lwlmwadfe alza b rod from Britislh and
Americmm peiactice mothat o Gerersan il
cocld be an erdicacy flcger or Cefroiter
whareas an HAE pilot bad 1o be ot Tenst s

Zhs

Sotpeant, and a USANY mlot o Secand
| IO HE T

A Siafiicthoprrin (Srafel Teader) wias an g
padntmete with command and admicsteatir:
(LR i L all e leer saoeiber= af Lhele anic.
s udinge efheees ol egual or eeen mores senioer
rank.
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Karl Ries, describad in.dir infemalons 22 the
doyan af 1oday 5 many chramclars of ihe Luftwsiss
wartime hishory’, has, snce 1946, bullt upra
remarsa e personal archivg O Documants
llustrations and hsioncal data on e Restory of
Al warkare Hes the author ol several books and
technical articles, and has besn highly regarded a5
an authonty on the Luftwatfe since hes st boos, on
markings and camoutiags, was published mons
than 20 years ago
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