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The IAF Aircraft Series

This publication is intended to bring to all modelers as well as to all Israeli Air-Force enthusiasts,

the story of the legendary arm of the IDF.

[t is based on the different types of aircraft, on the highest possible professional level, both of the
epic as well as of the technical data concerning the aircraft, the squadrons’ insignia and specific
duty of the aircraft in each squadron.

All the details were gathered by the author in years of dedicated work on the subject; some of this
material has been published in the past, but never in such a comprehensive way.

The profiles of the aircraft have been designed and accurately reworked by computer as well as
the squadrons' insignia, marks and signs.

All the photographs are from the private collection of the author and from friendly contributors.
There are still many classified details like the squadrons' numbers etc . . . Therefore these are not
mentioned together with their signs and names.

I hope this publication will be of interest and help to all 1t's readers.

About the author

A mos Dor was born in 1958 in Tel-Aviv. Israel. His father served in the IAF between 1950-1954

and later, for many years, as a civilian in the IAF and the Israel Aircraft Industries, 1in various
positions.

No wonder that Amos "breathed" IAF and it's legends - which are real - since his craddle days,
and this i1s about when he started to build plastic models.

Later on he graduated from the IAF technical school and served as a "A-4 Skyhawk" mechanic
between 1977-1980 in the "Flying Wing" Squadron. He then continued as a reservist in the same
squadron until 1982, when he "converted” to the F-16.

In 1988 he was a founder member of the I.P.M.S. Israel and the editor of the club magazine "Kne-
Mida".

Today he lives in Milano, Italy, with his wife and daughter, he owns a Graphic Design Studio and
1, of course a member of the [.P.M.S. Italy.

© Copyright 1999 AD Graphics
August 1999 Milano - Italy

P. IVA. 12472810154

e-mail. Info@adgratica.com
Web: http://www.adgrafica.com

All rights reserved. No part of this work covered by copyright hereon may be reproduced or used
in any form or by any means - graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording,
taping or information storage & retrieval systems, without the written permission of AD Graphics.
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A-4H Skyhawk (One of the first arrived - notice the location of the star of David)

A-4H Skyhawk (after 1973, notice the Sqd. Insignia background color)
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V¥ Skyhawk A-4H from the "VALLEY" Sad. in the early days (1968
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A-4E Skyhawk

A-4N Skyhawk (till 1997)




A-4N Skyhawk (from 1997)

TA-4E Skyhawk (till 1995)

TA-4H Skyhawk (from 1995 - the flying tiger drawing was added in 1997)



TA-4H and A-4ANs from the "FLYING TIGER" Sgd. at standpoint ready for take-off




Wh ounded in July 1954 as a Flight unit of four R&
Ph H*ﬁ— 16 MOSQUITOs at Ff,&../._.:r-é‘ hase
N Md\/ | ]1{-\/51([ hl qd. and Iin July it was
moved t EKRON (Tel-N i:_'-u--_-j:-—-f—'s t started soon
(® #r“:f':.l:__;-:'_}‘r"—'f Iﬁ & Ph. METEORs. The %"1’1‘ Was
decommissioneqg aitel ii’ (S P(v"\ ESH campai N
March 19, 1969 the ship "CRANE" arrive
ort ASHDOD with three new cocooned f"“-,—/1F-'-'~
T*"I‘T‘? nexi ."n-.:i:zf'"fl_ Ine : 1/r' were |oaded on trucks and

ransporieqa (o INe EL-NOF base: next morning the
I\I [ RAGON" Sgd. (known also as the "ReD
TAIL" Sgd.) was officially re-created with Ma). Eliezer
Prigat as Sqd ff'__jl*if:f' N 1980 | r: :q*:j Was ir._jrlaé.if,::-‘f*-“]'

_——ﬂ

IIE_ I. "1

to the NEVAIIM base, about a year aiter it's twin, the

"FLYING WING" f_“;f'“lt"j ‘*"‘J"”.T:I H"!*’”-ﬁ- SdlTie wdy

I
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Tall closeup of A-4N
from the "FLYING

DRAGON" Sqd.
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A-4N Skyhawk
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A-4E Skyhawk

TA-4E Skyhawk

A-4N Skyhawk
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No exact aate I1Is known as to the inception of this

t Is known only that it flew HARVARDs during the

"WKADESH" campaign in 1956 and it was closed
this war. During the "SIX DAYS" war it was operat

again with FOUGA MAGISTERS taken from the F
School as ground-supporting; it was closed agair

after the war. In 1973 the Sqd. was opened forma

an Skyhawk %qd in eETZI0ON tnaﬁ% near EILAI, with Lt.
Col. Dan Pessach as Sgd. CO [rurnzg the "YOM
KIPPUR" war the Sgd. operated from two bases:
RAMAT-DAVID and TEL-NOF. Aft rar the EqQyptian-Israel;

peace agreement signed in 20.03.1979 and the r

of the Sinai in April 1982, the St q-J was re-la:j;:u:;at@d at the

new NEVATIM base. During 19806 the Skyhawks
gradually replaced by F-16 A/B.

VW Skyhawk A-4E Nr 899 from the "GOLDEN EAGLE" Sad. over the NI

Sqd.

alter
onal -

~lyiNg

Iy as

eturm

were




A-4E Skyhawk (notice the marking on the air-intake)

A-4N Skyhawk
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h’iﬁWQﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ@liiﬂkFWW{ﬁAH;Hﬁ?TTF*LHJ;yTHWE

""%'“*-':: tis only known that it flew STEARMANS anc
AR /~‘*F

--'i.r"e'fi' t was closed after this war. 1he earliest recolection
S [(Nat these g/Cc were | | WN as primery and aagvanced
rainers - as ornginaly aesi gne 1 for - together with
COUNSULS and AVRO ANS Fﬁ N a wing nameda
"The Flying Schoaol", aboul “tf—?.‘*w ), located at the KFAR
_ ‘/f||~‘ﬁ]1 J1arf@ﬂfu| nea al
he r—;»-"x"'/’E-!f--WI lL'-f:F!.“.‘}@ with Skyr -+*~~.rk ad Lt. C

_ﬂl-..._'r ; ": F ' altall Tis ~ ¢ . .
FAlSHas SQd. L., NOWaAayS ILIS | clive

wk TA-4H Nr. 715 from the "GORING DEER"

'S AuIrng ” "Kf%( ESH" campaign ir *“_Jiri

\A/J
# |
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A4-N Skyhawk N2 367 from the "Flying Wing" Sqd. =
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A-4H Skyhawk
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Was iounded in ) September 10fz at the HATZOR
base and it flew MOSQUITOs; it was closed in April
1957 ana reopened In Apﬂl 1958 again with
VAUTOURS . InAugust 1970 1t closed for the second
lime and reocpened In January 1971 wi fl%kﬂ I:ika
Lt. Col. Gieorah Goren was nominated Sgd. CO. In
October 1980 the |AF started to « ﬂap_;d[u he
Skyhawks from this Sgd. and prf‘pvi"*”‘j'[[::} recelved
the first F-16 /\/ to arrive to Israel. In Febr uf\f 1 087
the F-16 A/B (NETZ) were dispersed to other 5qd
Jﬁ{'p;'j replaced with the new F-16D ( F‘ﬂ.ﬁ\HA*\; which
rtedto arrive InAugust 1987

V¥ Skyhawk A-4H Nr. 293 from the "KNIGHTS of the NORTH" Sqc

T IEIETIY MT )Y




A-4E Skyhawk (notice the Nr. Size On the a/c)




The rraining Skyhawks flew with the Sgd. insignia of

ne Bas

he Bas
date otthis action 1s known.

- [—“"‘"‘h“"rmh" -

=l B

L (=
- -

c School till the school was divided to separate
¢ School from the Advanced Schoaol, no exact

V¥ Skyhawk A-4E Nr. 808 from the "FLYING SCHOOL" taxiing on the runway for take-off




TA-4H Skyhawk

A-4E Skyhawk

WV Skyhawk TA-4H Nr. 730 from the "FLYING SCHOOL" during take-off




Started to fly Skyhawks in 1972 at the 'HAI ZERIM”
pase with Lt. Col. Ron Goren as the Sad. CO. In
1993 the a/c were transferred to the "FLYING TIGER"
o>qd. which operated as advanced training unit as
well as an operational attack Sqgd.

TA-4H Skyhawk

A-4N Skyhawk







TECHNICAL DATA

TYPE: Single-seat attack.
ENGINE: One Pratt & Whitney J52-P-408A turbojet 5,080kg. (11,200Ib.).
DIMENSIONS: Wing span - 8,38m.;

ength - 12,29m.; height - 4,57m.; wing area - 24,16m=.
WEIGHTS: Empty - 4,985kg.; max. loaded - 11,113kg.
ARMAMENT: Two 30mm DEFA 552A guns

with 150 rounds each.; max. external load - 4,150kg.
PERFORMANCE: Max. speed - 1,078km/h:.

climbing rate - 3,140m/min.;
max. altitude - 12,900m.;
range - 3,780km.; combat radius - 620km.




T he introduction of the A-4 SKYHAWK into IAF opened new strategic hornzons because of the double capability of
the a/c to be mid-air refuelled as well as to be a refueling tanker. This enabled the IAF to reach deeper into enemy
lerritory, for the first time. On June 6, 1968 the first mid-air refueling was successfully executed between several
Skyhawks from the "VALLEY" Sad. and a converted BOEING C-97 STRATOCRUISER. The |AF gave good
operational proves, iIndue time, that the exercise really succeeded! !

A The LAV Deing mid-air refueled by A-4H

V¥ 3 A-4Es in mid-air refueling formation.




< Two A-4Hs being mid-air refueld by
BOEING C-97 STRATOCRUISER.

Two A-4Ns being mid-air refueld by
¥ BOEING 707.

~ A-4N and F-4E being mid-air
¥V refueld by C-130 HERCULES.
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A Members of the IAF delegation receiving one of the first A-4H from the Douglas representations (US 1967).

¥V A-4H SKYHAWK armed with bombs and rockets combs.. (in the foreground a 20mm cannon-pod).
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Feb 15 1988
eration "SPIKE" - first assault of the VALLEY" SQa
:~---r<‘¢/| AWKS, bompbing Joraanian artiliery positions on

*""'__"1; ~:| 'h‘ | ) SIODEeS

Aug 4, 1968

-irst attack of the "FLYING TIGER" Sad. a/c's on the A-

SALT region in EQypl

Aug 19, 1969

For the first time, two S 3*".1‘&#:% were hit: one of them

was Wrnt», iw—a'”—| YING TIGER"Sqa. CO. Maj. Nissim

ASK ikff-?a' azy; Injured, he ejected nimsell and was taken

hy the Egyptians as PO.W.; on Dec 6, same year he
cturned home ina PO.W. exchange

T!"_i*’fi Second /:’”.‘., Hf m the same i_‘_ﬁ-'j]-.;j, H:T"?‘u’\fr‘l hv A

promising young pilot, Lt. Moshe Melnik, was hit by anti

j/[J[ | Tl ::‘i: i Hiht:,’ .f ; rlr| ~ex ; rf 1:\/ Tl{_qm \:L’Trk:; |;ﬁ;1:i H:jm& Starting the If \Stall .-"4[ on Of KRIS TAL Ef :b. s;;.'nrf;‘;}[.f—:rr'i an j Il—

o T L =t PRI, JREAEISRA et H:}[iII;-rz‘i'ﬁf”?“uflff'ui Ot 20mm. cannons with 30mm DEFA

home at the REFIDIM base, almost without the tall .

S

section!!! 00!9 1973
May 5, 1970 R The fourth day Of “'1""-%? "Y M- K PUR" war, Co

A amall tormez Hon O NO a/C Trom the "VA =Y S / ~ 7\ X
A small formation of two a/c fi H the "VALI Y Qa0 AR 7 R LEV (ZORIK), the CO. of the RAMAT-DAVIC
prepared to dive on FATAH-LAND region in Lebanon,

' N\ %= | pase volunteered Intc f:. TF rmation l w«in awks of the
rour Syrian MiG 17 are observed o 1ly Just under them, -IL{\J«‘“‘ TS of the NORTH" "%q 1. Just minutes before
- | 1O UL LIS - UITOS UTIVIT

I
a1 Ezra (Baban) the Sad. CO.. interceptec O % s _ P
Maj. Ezra Dotan (Baban), the 5qa. CU., intercepled starting the attack on P(C al—ﬁT—wAlff his a/c was seen

\
one of them and after several failures, destroys it with diving into the sea. His burial place is not known to this
anti-tank rockets. With very little tuel left, he adecided to jj\/ orik was a famous and glorious old-timer and hig
follow another MiGG and after a dramatic dog-fight shot Jeath should be considered a N jtional 0SS
received hawn gs afte r«it solving pilots course N° 10

it -"lf‘“~W¢’“' with the expermentally mounted 30mm.

ons of his N® 03 g/c!(See please photo on page The author's father leamned in T‘.f’] Same Ccourse
F’H This was the second time in histo ory @ Skynawk — nfortunately did not ‘a‘|rn%h t; however, during ground
school and the basic training period, a friendship

downs a MiGG in a dog-fight “"hr:- first time it was done
”j{:*VLIf“F u’lf tf—['\_aﬂi'” Ihf: WO \“*"‘, f‘[ US , ” !“‘“ "“*[l alarn lll*‘,f
Oper wourn Q

.ﬁ"""

4

August 1971

three years earlier in Viet-Nam, when TED ':%T"l*_inﬁ\H/
of the US Navy downed a North-Viethnamese MiG 17
with Zoor Ny I1C YCKets

| A neatly parked oW of TA-4HS and A 4Hs from the "VALLEY" Sqd.
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Oct 18,1973

'he most
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succeeded to bring It back over
nimself and was saved, but for the t
Nne end

! famous Skyhawk In

»AF

the 03 Of the

EY" Sgd., was hit during an attack on misslles
eries on the Egyptian front '*V pw Ot somenow

The "YOM KIPPUR war

During

'S
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about 150
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1974
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year all th
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Skyh AWKS IN

[ he

"ATTRIT

capaoll

with
aANC

t also proved to be a very effect
ngahnhighaeg
g the "SHELE

navi
Dun

a very high degree of

V'  Rowof A-4Ns from the "FLYING WING' S oqd. wdmrqi r[nﬂ fower tdkﬂ off permission.

sraeli territory, eject

1Storic a/r’ it was

EPILOGUE

operations of the Skyhawk during the war Of

nay,
sMa

diverse wegpons loading
economically operated and has a good range
performance.

ve trainer

ON" and since, up to this day, prove the
ies of this a/c not to be |
and faster "colleagues’,

higher. The Skyhawk IS a

esser than it's heavier
N some
| but very s
nanoevrabity and

r"“’aa._ '

1"'1-' o .--"

INQING" a/C
a heavy

eVver)

a

capapility. It 1S very

as well as

ree of maintainapility.
-(53" war it proved to be an excellent

ground-support a/c .Evenin encounters with fighters

_,.o-

the |IAF were provided with long |etpipe extensions
designed for better cooling of the engine exnaust
gases as well as for minimizing damage | [hﬂ [all
section in case of near-by explosion or directOnit oOf
heat-seeking missiles.

May 1976

The "GOLDEN EAGLE" Sqd. transters it's A-4Es to the
"FLYING TIGER" Sad. and gradually integrates the new
- A-4Ntype.
gRee il March 1986
._?L-‘!;Wk*.uA’ﬂfE from _the The *GORING

LYINGWING? Sqd. (1973)

DEER" Sad. |
D e | n
decomml
ned and it's
ANS a/C

D e | n
transierred 1o
the "FLYING
TIGER" Sqgad
W' N I G n
graaually
eliminates the
old A-4t type
from the I|AF

aggregale.

I .-..-l ;
Tﬂ- II -‘ bl

g
k e

"kﬂ different MiG types it proved 1o have the uppel
\and because of it's small radius turning etficiency
wt'w:;;h enables it to chauge roles very iast, becoming
pursuer instead of pursued

Today, however, the F-10 IS repla

cing the Skyhawk as

hr—'““r“ﬂ ”"l":’Il Firlf"j hﬁ llt}%@kat";wﬂriﬂil -:"‘;r hC.‘s LL\F
The |AF Is also "window-sh nFjpn 'J" for a 3K state-of-

the-art trainer... and may be planning an envelope for
one. ..
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Camouflage

, ne pasic scheme for Israeli A-4s was g Dlled
.'_"_"..-"'"'..' r 3 i;r '".-"'-1, ' :._' SN ml. "1,.-'-; _— ) +.|" . _'1 F ‘1| i A -',"-" F‘r‘ y IF '|"'l, 3 r'-" }fl[
according to a single pattern, and were remarkably

LiNttorm when the a/c was adelivered to the |AF However : - YAY
I m when )/C was delivered to the |AF. Hc ..\fl* , S - 33531 FS - 34227
over EH'T'N’%‘%, [Ne Colors have remained the same and the

-S - 30219 S - 35622

Decals & Convertion kits

5 i 2/ 43rar " "'_ﬂ'ﬂf {;F'Jf_.';rl"'_[_'. f |__}E"".."”_:-;|.C_x \.{ '.;’_‘1:'_1]5}. r .;_f{".if_‘.,_ f

SKYHAWKS, You'll have to use the ones that come in the
model box for the stenseling. For the Squadrons insignia

you'll have to use the |AF-1 decals from IsraDecal

-or converting any model (1/72 or1/48) to Israeli A-4N
[Nere 1S a beaullful convertion kit produced by Eagle
Design, set No. 72-CK-05 or 48-CK-0:!

Diorama presenting preperation of a A-4H SKYHAWK for flight. (IPMS lsrael)

=t B % F i

Recommended Kits

1/72 scale - "'dh‘:"f]f-iwfi -Ulimi, Italeri
1/48 scale - Esci or \Aux,..}r;-...r:_ ram.

1/32 scale - Hasegawa.
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The |IAF Aircraft Series

The e
P=AE PRANTOM (!

O
sraft Series by A. Do NO 1.“

Next to come...

N® 3 - From Mirage to Kfir.

N2 5 - |AF light Helicopters.

_ b 3
The IAF Aircraft Series by A. Dor  No. 2 _—m




